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Ministry News
We are “on the road again,” Dad and I are traveling in our 40 foot Monaco 
Hilton (as Jim Fowler calls it) to Raleigh, NC, Wilmington, NC, Pawley’s 
Island, SC (Jenny’s women’s retreat), and then to Hilton Head, SC.  Before 
any of our trips, we experienced a deluge of normal ministry-trip negatives. 
Dave, our son always says, “That’s proof that we are suppose to go.”  For 
instants, Dave almost went back to jail…thankfully, God blocked that; Diane, 
our daughter, told us that she had a tumor in her abdomen, but test would 
show what it was; and on the road just inside the NC borderline, we blow 
out a front tire on our RV.  

We were going 65 mph and could have potentially turned the RV over, and 
without Dad’s quick thinking and strength we would have flipped over.  Dad 
praises the Lord for God’s provision in all things, and he installed a stabilizer 
bar on the stirring right before we left was part of God’s amazing provision.  
Diane, has a hernia not a tumor. In all these things “we are more than 
conquerors.” 

In all these circumstances, the glory of God was sufficiently manifested. 
Glory is always with us, yet it can’t be manifested without its necessary 
opposite negative counterpart. That is why we will always have God’s 
friendly negatives with us. Praise the Lord for this great insight.

Our Date with Pat Robertson
Margaret Lester, Dad and I ate dinner with Pat Robertson— you know who Pat 
is, the great Tele-evangelist, and founder of the 700 Club.  Years ago, Pat 
came to Norman to seek his advice as to whether he should be a WEC 
missionary, or not.  Norman told him that God must have something else for 
him to do. This was a shock to Pat, but out of it, he founded the 700 Club, 
and ironically is a media-missionary all over the world.



The dinner where Pat was speaking was in Raleigh. It was a fund raising 
dinner organized by a precious couple, who founded the Christian Library 
International.  This is a wonderful organization that receives donated 
Christian books, and redistributes them to prisons (great opportunity to get 
Treasures, and Brian’s books in prisons). It’s a long story as to how this all 
happened, but long story short, throughout the dinner, Margaret sat on one 
side of Pat, and I sat on the other.  You can imagine how it went.  

Margaret coined him by saying, “the mark of a really great man is that that 
he is first approachable, and then they make themselves available to 
everyone,” Pat certainly did that, and we took full advantage of this, God 
orchestrated situation.  We sat there for over an hour talking with him, and 
Margaret tells me that I was teaching him in everything thing that I said.  I 
don’t know about that, but so was she.  “Come on Margaret, you were 
teaching him the difference between Soul and Spirit— what was that?”

Needless to say, none of us three ate much food, but you can bet on it, we 
fed off of each other in the Spirit.  His face and Spirit was leaping with joy as 
was ours, as we communed together in the Lord.  I told him how wonderful 
his recent TV teaching “Foundations of Christianity,” was, and how very 
much needed it was.  He told me that his ‘rating people’ told him that the 
ratings of the 700 Club would go down if he did too much teaching. (I hate 
that)  He risked it anyway, and wouldn’t you know his ratings went up.  He 
commented, “The churches aren’t teaching this, you know.”  I assured him 
that I did know that, and our ministry majors on the Biblical foundational 
truths because of that great need in the body of Christ. Pat talked about, 
being one with Christ, the indwelling Spirit, and how suffering was a big part 
of Christianity.  Hey, Margaret, Dad and I were in seventh heaven.    

When Pat got up to speak, he told everyone that he was reminded tonight 



about his early days, and the life changing conversation with Norman Grubb.  
He credited Norman for his World Wide Ministry.  We were thrilled.

As we were leaving he looked at Scott and said, “How do you keep up with 
these women?” I thought to myself, “how do we women keep up with 
Scott?”  Margaret gave Pat my book, “Treasures,” and my calling card with 
the radio stations listed on it. The listing including the station in Norfolk, Va., 
where Pat can hear the Liberating Secret broadcasted in Virginia Beach. Pat 
shook my hand and assured me that he would read my book.  We are all 
praising the Lord for this tremendous encounter with this great man of God. 
We can’t wait to see what happens. Although, Margaret is going to keep 
contact with the folks at the Library International Prison Ministry. Hopefully 
they will place Brian’s and my book in prisons around the country. Believe 
with us for that.

Another opportunity for faith popped up when arriving home at the RV park.  
The front gate was closed.  We knew that before hand, so we got permission 
to park our car outside the gate and walk back to our motor home.  Well, 
what we didn’t think about was that it was 11:00PM at night, and totally dark 
without even the moon for light.  I think it was cloudy, but not raining.  OK, 
here Dad and I were, a mile and a half away from the RV on dark desolate 
roads through the woods without even a flashlight.

All of a sudden, I said, “Dad are there bears in these woods?” “Yes,” he said 
to scare me, “and all kinds of other animals too”. He was joking, but as we 
walked ahead, it was no joke even to him.  It was so dark and foggy that we 
could hardly see the yellow line in the road, and if not for the lines we 
couldn’t even tell the difference between the trees and the road.  We 
clutched each other, and proceeded. All of a sudden, I said, “Let’s sing!” 
Neither one of us can carry a tune, but oh, did we sing.  We sang, “Do Lord, 
Oh, do Lord, Oh, do remember me,” and any “Jesus” songs we could think 
of.  

A mile and a half is a long way in the dark, but to us it is another
opportunity to sing praises to God, as we practice His ever-present glory in 
every situation. Later, Margaret told me that her daughter told her that there 
were bears “in them there woods.”  Dave told us that bears only attack when 
scarred.  Us singing and making noise unknowingly warned any animal not 
to come near.  Oh, what a mighty God we serve. 

The next day I spent the day with a former radio listener from Morrisville, 
NC, which is not far from Lake Jordon where we were.  He contacted me 
before I left town by e-mail.  We spent the afternoon together like mother 
and son, oh my, another son.  Scott says, that’s good as long as I don’t bring 
them home for a permanent visit. Scott always tells our Spiritual son’s that, 



but he doesn’t say that to our daughters, why not Scott? Our new son is 
coming back tomorrow with more friends for another day of fellowship.  He 
is discovering his liberation in Christ. Now, our RV is a seminar center--—
What ever, Lord. 

Sunday, I’m visiting a Presbyterian Church in Cary, NC where I taught there 
last year.  Oh, my, they’re having me back, not this Sunday, but sometime 
soon.  That is progress. 

Tuesday we are meeting at Cheryl Humphrey’s house for fellowship with, 
Paul Chapman, Helen Cooper (radio listeners)and Scott and me.  Paul and 
Pat Smith, our new friends, are following us around soaking up all the Spirit 
revelation they can for now, while looking forward for the next time which 
might be a visit Thanksgiving. Dad and I are so thankful for these new 
precious folks, but like I told Dad, I’m still greedy for more.  Dad says, the 
Lord loves that kind of greediness, I agree. 

Thursday we are off to Wilmington, to visit Marian and Gray Dixon.  They are 
thrilled to have us teach at their fellowship. The time there was thrilling as 
usual, while the Spirit keeps gathering more precious folks for the coming 
07 May conference. 

Friday Then off to Pawley’s Island (A week of women fellowship).  Scott is 
going on to Hilton Head and leaving me with the toll car. Great fun in Christ. 
Norman always told us if you are not having fun, you are not in the Spirit.  
Well, we much be…

I will continue our RV adventures in the next Newsletters which comes out 
the first of November.  Keep tuned……

This is a new announcement— Spirit Broadcasting Network.  We 
now have both Radio and TV on 24 hours a day via T1 broadband 
internet connection, and we have it on WORLDWIDE. As Sharon 
White Skaggs always says, “Yah God.”

Watch www.spiritradio.net —  See the new teaching from the “WHAT IS 
MAN?” chart presentation with Sylvia Pearce, daily on TV. Brian Coatney just 
did an hours teaching following Sylvia’s— I think that they make a great 
team.  

News from the Web
Spirit Broadcasting Network: www.spiritradio.net
Last month we reported that we had 987 visitors, in September and half 



were new visitors. This was encouraging, because up to that point we had 
been averaging around 550 to 600 visits per month.
Well in October we have seen a dramatic jump in the number of people 
visiting the Spirit Broadcasting Network. For the month of October we had 
1,518 visitors with half of them being new visitors.

The Liberating Secret: www.theliberatingsecret.org
There were 1,412 visitors. About 60% were new visitors.

~~~~~~~~~
LETTERS

Dear Phil,

God is faithful to require us to walk through trials and temptations (these 
words are interchangeable) so that he might call us to experience the
perfection we already have in Christ.  You know all the scriptures: James 
1:2; I Peter 1:7; Heb. 6:1-3; Colossians 1:28; Phil. 3:15-16; and I John 
2:14b.  This of course is only a few, but the whole NT is pressing us on to 
holiness which is wholeness, until Christ is formed in us. We as Colo. 2:10 
says that we are complete in the Godhead, however, God wants to grow us 
up and so that we might possess our possessions (Obadiah 1:17), and 
operate our inheritance in its fullness.  Temptations and trials are to first fix 
us in the truth, and then as safe sons see them as God’s redemptive 
purposes for others. Like CS Lewis says, Christians need to get out of the 
pay pen and grow up, in Christ.

Love In Christ, 
Sylvia

~~~~~~
You are not a vessel that contains YOU— vessels don’t contain themselves.

~~~~~~~~
“Fear knocked at my door, faith answered it, and no one was there.”



~~~~~~~
Dear One,
You are the precious one, of course it is the Holy Spirit manifesting and 
bringing glory and blessings through you.  It’s what you always knew, Christ 
in you the only hope of glory.  Who knows if the pain will come next week, 
but if it does it's still the same, Christ, in you the hope of glory.  Pain and 
glory go hand and hand, and both are a form of Him. Holy Spirit in agony 
(Rom. 8:26), and Jesus in glory (Rom. 8:34), both are God, and both are in 
you. 
Loving you,
Sylvia

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Janice,

The world is coming into a oneness consciousness (One world Government, 
One world religion), but it is totally without the Cross.  I always say that is ok 
if they try to leave the Cross out, God is faithful, He will not leave the cross 
out of their lives, even though they try to leave it out. And these are not New 
Age truths, they are old age lies, as old as Satan himself. 

Satan’s main purpose is to pervert the power of the Cross, or so diminish it 
that it is insignificantly impotent. Why diminish the power of the Cross?  “For 
Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of 
words, lest the Cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  For the 
preaching of the Cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us which 
are saved it is the POWER OF GOD” (I Cor. 1:17).The preaching of the Cross
makes Satan so wrathful that the whole earth shakes with his furry. The 
CROSS is the POWER OF GOD.  I heard Benny Hinn say yesterday that the 
Cross is the center of the universe, and the Cross is the Throne of God 
which emanates and welds all the power of the universe. Satan was 
defeated in mankind there on the Cross, and he is defeated now as we weld 
that same power. Yet, if we Christians are lulled into thinking that we no 
longer need the Cross because we have gone into further revelation, we 
diminish that power and make it of no effect. And this supposed greater 
revelations that sees in a grand universal scale of all already redeemed and 
set free,1 will become ignorant “enemies of the Cross.”   If we see only 

1 This is true only if we personally receive Christ (John 1:12). Half truths are sometimes 
more deadly than not-true’s.



universal truths, and leave out the particular personal reality of faith that 
apprehends in the now, then what happens to operating faith? What 
happens to personal conviction, repentance, faith that apprehends and 
possesses its possessions. What happens to intercessory faith— the faith that 
will sacrifice all to see others set free?  Faith that can move mountains, 
active faith that creatively brings into being what does not exist?  I think we 
are lulled into such Spiritual passivity, which some might call Spiritual rest, 
that we miss the power and deliverance of the Cross in the now. What we 
have received is really deceptive peace falsely given to us by Mr. Counterfeit
peace, the one who could never make peace, but subtitlly instead, makes 
war on the Cross. Satan’s purpose is to take the adventure and the very 
passion out of faith and make it weak and impotent. Take up your Cross, 
you soldiers of faith, and march forth in the power of the Spirit.

Anyway, when Christians come into universal truths there seems to be the 
same tendency or temptation.  I believe, as you do, that God will keep us 
true to the Cross. God is thrusting his own into the universal openness of 
His Free Sea of bountiful Freedom.  However, there is everything there to 
discover, true, not true, and partial truths, and the ones who come through 
without the smell of smoke are the ones who only want what He wants and 
are guided by his divine wisdom.  There will be mostly part truth Oneness 
teachers arising into a world ready to hear it and except their new Oneness 
religion. That is why Jesus said in Matt.24:23-24 That many will come 
saying “Lo, here is Christ, or there, believe it not, For there shall arise false 
Christs and false prophets..” It is an amazing time, although, it is amazingly 
dangerous as well.  I am confident that God will divinely guide us all through 
the free sea to the safe shore where there is nothing but Jesus alone.

You would think that I would be alarmed, but no I have peace that God is 
our keeper, however, he did say that he would shortened the days, before 
even the very elect would be deceived.  All to His keeping.
Loving you much,
Sylvia 

~~~~~

Family News
Our oldest granddaughter, Meghanne is having a baby in May of 07, that 
makes David a grandfather for the first time and that makes Dad and me---
are you ready for this?  Great grandparents!!!



Victory over drug Addiction

Dear Darling,
Our friend has told me of what you have been going through lately.  I Praise 
the Lord for all.  You are perfect in Him and are eternally bound to Him.  
And in ways He knows best, He takes us along paths which “SEEM” as if we 
have slipped from Him into some other power, such as you with heroin.

But there is no other power only the One Power— HE.  Nothing else has 
power over us (all destroyed in Christ’s Cross), except as we are deceived 
into believing something has a power over us, and it FEELS as if it does.

But no, it is being deceived into believing a LIE.  All that comes to us like 
what you have been through is to give us practice in “the obedience of 
faith,” and that does not mean works or struggle, but the continued SAYING
with the word of faith (Mark 11:23) what the scripture says you ARE— “I am 
Crucified with Christ,”(Gal. 2:20) and that means I boldly say I am dead to 
sin and it has no “dominion over me,”(Rom. 6:14) and “I have crucified the 
flesh,”(Gal 5:24) and then at the same time go on to say “Now I live, yet not 
I, but Christ lives in me.”

You keep boldly saying THAT— even when at times outwardly feel the pull of 
flesh powers.  Boldly see only Jesus in you, as you, against all appearances, 
feelings and temptations, and you will experience Him delivering you, and I 
know you are experiencing Him.

So just keep on picking yourself up in faith and refusing condemnation or 
guilt, when you are tempted, and HE is taking you along with Him in His 
“Highway of Victory.”

Lovingly in Christ, 
Norman Grubb (1979)
[Norman certainly didn’t mean that the very addition was the expression of Christ, when he said, 
“boldly see only Jesus in you, as you.”  Otherwise, why be delivered from a Satanic addiction? His 
point is to see Jesus as the real you, instead of believing the lie that you are a hopeless drug addict.]

A Word from Watchman Nee

Can Introspection Paralyze us?



Two years ago I read a fable about a centipede and a frog. During 
their conversation the frog asked the centipede. “You have so 
many feet, how do you walk? When you walk, which of your 
hundred feet moves first?” So the centipede tried to figure out 
which foot moved first. No matter how he tried he could not put 
forth one foot. He became so disgusted that he declared, “I do not 
care, I am going.” Yet before he could make a move, he was again 
thinking of which foot moved first. He was thus completely 
paralyzed. After a while the sunlight broke through the cloud.
When he saw the light his heart was so enthralled with it that he just 
ran after the sunlight. Gone was his concern over the order of his 
foot movement. He was actually moving forward. Now this fable 
can serve as a mirror to our Christian life. Whenever we turn to 
look at ourselves we are immobilized and cannot advance; but if we 
look at the light of God, we shall unconsciously move ahead. 

Taken from; “The Way to Self Knowledge by:  Watchman Nee

A word from Steve Pettit
“All Things are Delivered unto me of my Father” (Luke 10:22)

Ask the Crucified One who authored His death and He will reply, “My 
Father.”  If crucified by the will of God, as horrifying as the experience was, 
it must end in triumph.  That which comes to us by the hand of God must 
end in triumph!  “The fullness of joy is to behold God in everything!”

Seen rightly, even pain and suffering are agents of God’s steadfast love, 
escorting us into glory.  He will expose our inadequacies, but only to reveal 
Himself as our adequacy.  He will identify our weaknesses, so His strength 
might become our by experience.

When we begin to see life with God at the center, we have ears to hear Him 
say, “I dug your pits of fear, in order to intimately fill you with my perfect 
love.  I dashed your house of dreams, to personally build your house of life 
on unshakeable reality.  I meant your hellish despair, it drove you into my 
heavenly hope.  I caused you to experience that haunting hollowness of 
heart…so you might be filled, intimately and personally filled, with My Life.”

Taken from:  :One in Christ” Steve Pettit’s Newsletter.



New Books

“Take These Wings,” A new book by Br ian 
Coatney is now avai lable at  the Liberat ing Secret 
Bookstore. There is nothing like the interchange of 
opposites bouncing in several directions at once, to best 
convey the deep profound principles of God. This book 
of dialogues, “Take These Wings,” does just that, yet with 
such clarity that it will break through any hidden shadowy 
places in your understanding.  Purchase this book and be 
richly blessed.  

Below is Jim’s latest book that he has available on LuLu.com, an internet 
Publishing Company. 

Just wanted to advise 
you that the Commentary 
on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is now available 
at www.Lulu.com.

A Commentary on the Epistle 
to the Hebrews

by James Fowler 

A Commentary on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. One of the volumes in the 
Christocentric Commentary Series. Author, 
James A. Fowler, concludes that the 
traditional understanding of Pauline 
authorship best fits the external and  internal 
evidence for providing historical context for 
this epistle. Writing from Rome, the Apostle 



Paul advises the Jerusalem Christians that 
Jesus is "better than everything" that they 
might be tempted to revert to in Judaic 
religion.

Words of Faith

“Whatsoever you desire.”
Mark 11:22-24

“Need produces desire; desire produces faith; faith quenches the 
pain of desire, and leaps and laughs at the impossible and 
shouts, “IT SHALL BE DONE.” Sylvia Pearce…actually a little of Sylvia and a 
lot of CT Studd.

This Months Article

The Pursuit of God

A W Tozer..
The Gaze of the Soul--- Chapter 7 

In a dramatic story in the Book of Numbers faith is seen in action. Israel 
became discouraged and spoke against God, and the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among them. "And they bit the people; and much people of Israel 
died." Then Moses sought the Lord for them and He heard and gave them a 
remedy against the bite of the serpents. He commanded Moses to make a 
serpent of brass and put it upon a pole in sight of all the people, "and it shall 
come to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live." Moses obeyed, "and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived" (Num. 21:4-9). 

In the New Testament this important bit of history is interpreted for us by no 
less an authority than our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He is explaining to His 
hearers how they may be saved. He tells them that it is by believing. Then to 
make it clear He refers to this incident in the Book of Numbers. "As Moses 



lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life" (John 3:1415). 

Our plain man in reading this would make an important discovery. He would 
notice that "look" and "believe" were synonymous terms. "Looking" on the Old 
Testament serpent is identical with "believing" on the New Testament Christ. 
That is, the looking and the believing are the same thing. And he would 
understand that while Israel looked with their external eyes, believing is 
done with the heart. I think he would conclude that faith is the gaze of a 
soul upon a saving God. 

When he had seen this he would remember passages he had read before, 
and their meaning would come flooding over him. "They looked unto him, 
and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed" (Psa. 34:5). "Unto 
thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as the 
eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a 
maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our 
God, until that he have mercy upon us" (Psa. 123:1-2). Here the man seeking 
mercy looks straight at the God of mercy and never takes his eyes away 
from Him till mercy is granted. And our Lord Himself looked always at God. 
"Looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the bread to his 
disciples" (Matt. 14:19). Indeed Jesus taught that He wrought His works by 
always keeping His inward eyes upon His Father. His power lay in His 
continuous look at God (John 5:19-21).  

In full accord with the few texts we have quoted is the whole tenor of the 
inspired Word. It is summed up for us in the Hebrew epistle when we are 
instructed to run life's race "looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith." From all this we learn that faith is not a once-done act, but a 
continuous gaze of the heart at the Triune God.

Believing, then, is directing the heart's attention to Jesus. It is lifting the 
mind to "behold the Lamb of God," and never ceasing that beholding for the 
rest of our lives. At first this may be difficult, but it becomes easier as we 
look steadily at His wondrous Person, quietly and without strain. Distractions 
may hinder, but once the heart is committed to Him, after each brief 
excursion away from Him the attention will return again and rest upon Him 
like a wandering bird coming back to its window. 

I would emphasize this one committal, this one great volitional act which 
establishes the heart's intention to gaze forever upon Jesus. God takes this 
intention for our choice and makes what allowances He must for the 
thousand distractions which beset us in this evil world. He knows that we 
have set the direction of our hearts toward Jesus, and we can know it too, 
and comfort ourselves with the knowledge that a habit of soul is forming 



which will become after a while a sort of spiritual reflex requiring no more 
conscious effort on our part.

Faith is the least self-regarding of the virtues. It is by its very nature scarcely 
conscious of its own existence. Like the eye which sees everything in front 
of it and never sees itself, faith is occupied with the Object upon which it 
rests and pays no attention to itself at all. While we are looking at God we do 
not see ourselves-blessed riddance. The man who has struggled to purify 
himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will experience real relief 
when he stops tinkering with his soul and looks away to the perfect One. 
While he looks at Christ the very things he has so long been trying to do will 
be getting done within him. It will be God working in him to will and to do. 

Faith is not in itself a meritorious act; the merit is in the One toward Whom 
it is directed. Faith is a redirecting of our sight, a getting out of the focus of 
our own vision and getting God into focus. Sin has twisted our vision inward 
and made it self-regarding. Unbelief has put self where God should be, and 
is perilously close to the sin of Lucifer who said, "I will set my throne above 
the throne of God." Faith looks out instead of in and the whole life falls into 
line. 

All this may seem too simple. But we have no apology to make. To those 
who would seek to climb into heaven after help or descend into hell God 
says, "The word is nigh thee, even the word of faith." The word induces us to 
lift up our eyes unto the Lord and the blessed work of faith begins. 
When we lift our inward eyes to gaze upon God we are sure to meet friendly 
eyes gazing back at us, for it is written that the eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout all the earth. The sweet language of experience is "Thou God 
seest me." When the eyes of the soul looking out meet the eyes of God 
looking in, heaven has begun right here on this earth. 

"When all my endeavor is turned toward Thee because all Thy endeavor is 
turned toward me; when I look unto Thee alone with all my attention, nor 
ever turn aside the eyes of my mind, because Thou dost enfold me with Thy 
constant regard; when I direct my love toward Thee alone because Thou, 
who art Love's self hast turned Thee toward me alone. And what, Lord, is my 
life, save that embrace wherein Thy delightsome sweetness doth so lovingly 
enfold me?"1 So wrote Nicholas of Cusa four hundred years ago. 

I should like to say more about this old man of God. He is not much known 
today anywhere among Christian believers, and among current 
Fundamentalists he is known not at all. I feel that we could gain much from 
a little acquaintance with men of his spiritual flavor and the school of 
Christian thought which they represent. Christian literature, to be accepted 
and approved by the evangelical leaders of our times, must follow very 
closely the same train of thought, a kind of "party line" from which it is 



scarcely safe to depart. A half-century of this in America has made us smug 
and content. We imitate each other with slavish devotion and our most 
strenuous efforts are put forth to try to say the same thing that everyone 
around us is saying -and yet to find an excuse for saying it, some little safe 
variation on the approved theme or, if no more, at least a new illustration. 

Nicholas was a true follower of Christ, a lover of the Lord, radiant and 
shining in his devotion to the Person of Jesus. His theology was orthodox, 
but fragrant and sweet as everything about Jesus might properly be 
expected to be. His conception of eternal life, for instance, is beautiful in 
itself and, if I mistake not, is nearer in spirit to John 17:3 than that which is 
current among us today. Life eternal, says Nicholas, is "nought other than 
that blessed regard wherewith Thou never ceasest to behold me, yea, even 
the secret places of my soul. With Thee, to behold is to give life; 'tis 
unceasingly to impart sweetest love of Thee; 'tis to inflame me to love of 
Thee by love's imparting, and to feed me by inflaming, and by feeding to 
kindle my yearning, and by kindling to make me drink of the dew of 
gladness, and by drinking to infuse in me a fountain of life, and by infusing 
to make it increase and endure."2 

Now, if faith is the gaze of the heart at God, and if this gaze is but the raising 
of the inward eyes to meet the all seeing eyes of God, then it follows that it 
is one of the easiest things possible to do. It would be like God to make the 
most vital thing easy and place it within the range of possibility for the 
weakest and poorest of us. 

Several conclusions may fairly be drawn from all this. The simplicity of it, for 
instance. Since believing is looking, it can be done without special 
equipment or religious paraphernalia. God has seen to it that the one life-
and death essential can never be subject to the caprice of accident. 
Equipment can break down or get lost, water can leak away, records can be 
destroyed by fire, the minister can be delayed or the church burn down. All 
these are external to the soul and are subject to accident or mechanical 
failure: but looking is of the heart and can be done successfully by any man 
standing up or kneeling down or lying in his last agony a thousand miles 
from any church. 

Since believing is looking it can be done any time. No season is superior to 
another season for this sweetest of all acts. God never made salvation 
depend upon new moons nor holy days or sabbaths. A man is not nearer to 
Christ on Easter Sunday than he is, say, on Saturday, August 3, or Monday, 
October 4. As long as Christ sits on the mediatorial throne every day is a 
good day and all days are days of salvation. 

Neither does place matter in this blessed work of believing God. Lift your 



heart and let it rest upon Jesus and you are instantly in a sanctuary though it 
be a Pullman berth or a factory or a kitchen. You can see God from 
anywhere if your mind is set to love and obey Him. 

Now, someone may ask, "Is not this of which you speak for special persons 
such as monks or ministers who have by the nature of their calling more 
time to devote to quiet meditation? I am a busy worker and have little time 
to spend alone." I am happy to say that the life I describe is for everyone of 
God's children regardless of calling. It is, in fact, happily practiced every day 
by many hard working persons and is beyond the reach of none. 

Many have found the secret of which I speak and, without giving much 
thought to what is going on within them, constantly practice this habit of 
inwardly gazing upon God. They know that something inside their hearts 
sees God. Even when they are compelled to withdraw their conscious 
attention in order to engage in earthly affairs there is within them a secret 
communion always going on. Let their attention but be released for a 
moment from necessary business and it flies at once to God again. This has 
been the testimony of many Christians, so many that even as I state it thus I 
have a feeling that I am quoting, though from whom or from how many I 
cannot possibly know. 

I do not want to leave the impression that the ordinary means of grace have 
no value. They most assuredly have. Private prayer should be practiced by 
every Christian. Long periods of Bible meditation will purify our gaze and 
direct it; church attendance will enlarge our outlook and increase our love 
for others. Service and work and activity; all are good and should be 
engaged in by every Christian. But at the bottom of all these things, giving 
meaning to them, will be the inward habit of beholding God. A new set of 
eyes (so to speak) will develop within us enabling us to be looking at God 
while our outward eyes are seeing the scenes of this passing world. 

Someone may fear that we are magnifying private religion out of all 
proportion, that the "us" of the New Testament is being displaced by a selfish 
"L" Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the 
same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by 
being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one 
must individually bow. So one hundred worshippers met together, each one 
looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could 
possibly be were they to become "unity" conscious and turn their eyes away 
from God to strive for closer fellowship. Social religion is perfected when 
private religion is purified. The body becomes stronger as its members 
become healthier. The whole Church of God gains when the members that 
compose it begin to seek a better and a higher life. 



All the foregoing presupposes true repentance and a full committal of the 
life to God. It is hardly necessary to mention this, for only persons who have 
made such a committal will have read this far. 

When the habit of inwardly gazing God-ward becomes fixed within us we 
shall be ushered onto a new level of spiritual life more in keeping with the 
promises of God and the mood of the New Testament. The Triune God will 
be our dwelling place even while our feet walk the low road of simple duty 
here among men. We will have found life's summum b®num indeed. "There 
is the source of all delights that can be desired; not only can nought better 
be thought out by men and angels, but nought better can exist in any mode 
of being! For it is the absolute maximum of every rational desire, than which 
a greater cannot be."3 

O Lord, I have heard a good word inviting me to look away to Thee and be 
satisfied. My heart longs to respond, but sin has clouded my vision till I see 
Thee but dimly. Be pleased to cleanse me in Thine own precious blood, and 
make me inwardly pure, so that I may with unveiled eyes gaze upon Thee all 
the days of my earthly pilgrimage. Then shall I be prepared to behold Thee 
in full splendor in the day when Thou shalt appear to be glorified in Thy 
saints and admired in all them that believe. Amen. 

1. Nicholas of Cusa, The Vision of God, B. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., New York, 
1928. This and the following quotations used by kind permission of the 
publishers. 
2 The Vision of God 
3 The Vision of God
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