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Ministry News
“I’m late, I’m late for a very important date!”  Says the white rabbit in “Alice in 
Wonderland.” It’s June 5th and just this morning my last guest left to go home— That 
would be; Brian and Tandy Coatney, and Barry Burton.  Well, they didn’t stay the whole 
time, they went home then came back again. So, you know why, I’m late, I’m late for a 
very important date. By the way, look for Brian, Barry, and my new TV programs on 
Spiritradio.net.
http://www.spiritradio.net/on-demand/sermons_on_demand.htm

What about the May meeting??  Well, take a look for yourself.  
http://www.spiritradio.net/on-demand/Conference%2007.htm

But if you don’t get a sense of the Glory of God present at the meeting, then, here is my 
take on it.

God Unlimited Enrichment Weekend, May 17-20

“Heaven came down and glory filled our hearts.” God’s, all consuming 
glorious Omni-presence premeditated our spirits as we communed with 
each other and with our Lord. I don’t know how but, we experienced the 
glory of the New Jerusalem at our God Unlimited Weekend Conference.  I 
guess that says it, God is not limited.  And He certainly wasn’t at our 
conference. 

The Union Gospel that we preach is expanding even deeper and wider 
than we ever thought. The divine knowing of unification with Christ 
Jesus, unites us with our Lord completely, spirit, soul and body. Our
human spirit is united with His Divine Spirit, our human soul is united 
with His Heavenly Soul, and our human fallen body is united with His
glorified body. WOW, what a mighty salvation. 

Unification with Our Lord Jesus Christ, justifies us, sanctifies us, and 
glorifies us.  Then union with Christ further expands and unifies us with 
each other as one body, thus totally fulfilling John 17:21… Our Union 



also gains us the birthright to operate heavenly authority and power as 
intercessors, calling “the things that be not as though they were”…We 
are in union with all the heavenly host, and with heaven itself. We are in 
union with the Second Person of the Trinity and are seated with him on 
the throne of the universe. Our union with Christ unites us with the 
heavenly realm as well as uniting the heavenly with the earthly.  All 
brought back in oneness with Christ, fulfilling the prophetic word in 
Habakkuk 2:14— “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord; as the waters cover the sea.”  The final fulfillment and 
purpose is for all enemies to be put under the feet of Jesus, our head, 
through us, His body. and the glory of God be manifested on earth as it is 
in the heavenly invisible.

This union of God with man further unites us to each other as one body, 
one mind, one Gospel, one faith and one Great God Unlimited Enrichment 
Weekend.

That is my take, what is yours?  Write in and let us know.

Here is Christ, Our Life Ministries, new adopted daughter, pray 
for Eranda as well as her family.

Born: Jun 06, 1997
Grade: 3
Favorite Subject: Local Language
Health: Satisfactory
Favorite Play: Ball Games
Gender: Girl
Chores: Cooks
Country: Albania
Thank you! You have sponsored Eranda from Albania.
Eranda lives with her parents, 1 brother, and 2 sisters. Her parents struggle to provide 
for the family. Eranda is growing up in the mountainous country of Albania. The village 
is very rural and poor. Their single floor homes are constructed of stones and 



sometimes logs or sticks, with mud for mortar. Farmers grow citrus fruit and 
vegetables. Bread and dairy products are also staple foods. This is a beautiful country 
with forests, mountains and lakes. Summers are hot and dry but the winters are cold. 
Eranda is in primary school and she enjoys studying the native language. She helps at 
home with cooking the meals. She likes to play ball games. She is in satisfactory health. 
Your sponsorship commitment will help provide Eranda and her community with clean 
water and improved healthcare facilities. Your support will also help your child receive 
a quality education. Farmers will learn to grow more food for their families. Community 
leaders will learn management and development skills. We are grateful for your 
commitment and your prayers so these precious children and their families are able to 
experience the love of God and life in all its fullness.

On The Road Again:  Where to this time?  How about West Pittston, Pennsylvania?  
Debbie and Clark Switzer have invited Scott and me to come to their area June 15-
whenever.  Debbie ministers in a local prison where the chaplain has gratefully 
accepted my book, The Treasures of Darkness. He has invited me to come to share with 
150 men inmates.  If anyone knows any chaplain who would accept my book, I will 
send any reasonable number of books, to you free, so that you can send them to the 
prisons in your area. Let me know. 502-245-4581

Debbie and Clark are going to have a meeting in their home on Saturday, and on 
Sunday I am scheduled to speak at their church. We are also, going to Ken and Caitlin 
Neil’s house in New Jersey— We still can come to you, so if anyone else in that area, or 
in that general direction, wants to host a meeting, please let us know early enough so 
that we can schedule you in.

To all you Kierkegaard buffs
Check out this excellent article by Nick Cabbiness

http://theliberatingsecret.org/Authors/Kierkgaard/Nicks%20Kierkgaard.pdf

Quotes

Burt Rosenberg’s quotes:

"One half-hour before the flight, 

still a fool was Orville Wright." 



 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"He brings us to what it is by the default of what it ain’t." 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"In God, the unknown is friendly." 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"Outspiration is inspiration on a mission." 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you, blessed instrument of God.

Love,
Burt Rosenberg

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“When we began to see “God Only” in all our life’s circumstances, good as well as 

evil, it unifies our divided consciousness and brings great peace in us. Our one thought 
now when all hell breaks out, which it often does, is to say, “Well God, what are you up 
to?”   Seeing God on the front end of all our troubles is freeing; it ends up being an 
adventure that transforms the adversity into great joy.  That does not mean that our 
soul doesn’t agonize, for it does, but through our soulish pain, we I see a God who can 
do nothing but good to every aspect in our life, in our family’s lives, and in our 
ministries.  Now, most often, His good comes in devilish, distorted clothing, and if we 
stumble at the outer appearances, we will miss His blessings, or maybe just prolong 
things anyway.  Seeing “God Only” keeps us inwardly steady no matter what is 
happening outwardly.” By: Sylvia Pearce

Interested in other quotes?  Check Out:
http://www.theliberatingsecret.com/Quotables/quotables.htm

Letters
I got this letter June 2, from the Nashville radio station who has gratefully put us on 
Short Wave International Radio, free.  I hope that this compelling letter touches you as 
much as it has me.  Maybe someone has a way to answer this call.



Nigerian letter
Deeper Life Church
OKEKE VICTOR I. NO 1 SIR DOM IFEZUE AVE URUOFOLO VILL, P.O.BOX 290 NRI, 
ANAOCHA L.G.A. ANAMBRA STATE NIGERIA.

April 22, 07

Dearly Beloved Sylvia Pearce,

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health ever as thy 
soul prospereth. Still raising my hands to the highest heavens in utter appreciation and 
thanks to our heavenly father for His goodness and blessings upon us. Really nothing 
tastes as good and beautiful as knowing and sensing God faithfully— it’s only by His 
grace and not of our own making— to His name above be all the glory forever, Amen.

 First, may I use this medium to acknowledge the receipt of your package/mail and its 
wonderful contents. I was really overjoyed to receive the twelve CD’s you sent. Please 
just like Oliver Twist, I still want some more, like praises and worship, choruses, 
hymns, video tapes and DVD’s if available, plus your other ministry resources. I’ll like to 
have your personal phone number with which I can call you to discuss certain things 
with you. Surely the cost of overseas calls (especially to USA) from Nigeria is relatively 
cheap. With $5 US International Call Card we can talk on phone for almost thirty 
minutes (30 min). Imagine that!

Now coming to basically the issue for which I am writing to you. Please this thing have 
been disturbing me for so long and after praying last night I was persuaded to bring it to 
your notice and relate it to you and see what you’ll have to say. It is all about your 
program. You may not know that for quite a long period of time now, we’ve not been 
able to tune in to WWCR shortwave radio to listen to your broadcast as a result of 
difficulty in tuning in to the station maybe as a result of sky wave interference. It has 
been a source of worry to many of us who depend heavily on your teachings for proper 
spiritual check-up. It is because of that I feel persuaded to ask you if it will be possible 
for you to come on air on our local or national stations here in Nigeria? I believe God 
that he will provide you and your ministry with the resources and the wherewithal with 
which to sponsor same. I’ve even learnt that the cost of such sponsorship is relatively 
cheaper here compared with what obtains overseas.

My beloved sister, please let the souls and the blood of the dying pagans here be 
precious in your sight. Carest thou not that they perish and go to hell? Isn’t it worth it 
that you start a program here so as to help rescue the perishing? In as much as most of 
them won’t listen to us when we preach to them in the course of evangelism, they 
believe that a foreigner, especially a white, is the only one they can and will listen to. 
The media is the best means of getting them. Won’t you see it as the Lord specifically 



asking you: Lovest thou me more than this? If yes, then reach out to these souls 
through extending and sponsoring your broadcast in Nigeria (the heart of Africa)—
please help feed these sheep. Please lend a helping hand in this great and onerous task 
the Lord has placed in our hands. Take a bold step of faith and the Lord will accomplish 
the rest for his name’s sake.

You might not really, fully understand or comprehend how eager the heart of some 
people here are itching for the sincere, undiluted and raw word of life, instead of the 
fairy tales as told by some self-styled “men of God” who are fast turning and converting 
people to their perverted and perditious path thus making them double fold children of 
Hell. You hold the right word and it is why I’m pleading and appealing to you to step out 
to this country with the word God has given you for this age— the  unadulterated, 
undiluted word of God as contained in the Holy Book, the Bible.

May our father who is God of the entire universe and as close to us as our own bodies, 
watch over you and bless you as you serve Him.

I still remain yours earnestly contending for the faith…delivered unto us.

SHALOM, MARANATHA.

Yours because of His love,
Pastor Okeke Victor  I.C.

~~~~~~
Dear Friend,

Regarding marital trials, separation, and loneliness, I knew that I wanted to grow old 
with the mother of my children. I knew too that I didn’t want to commit adultery. While 
separated, I thought maybe the self-sex/fantasy life might get me through. That only 
depressed me, though, as I learned that anger and sex are tied together, and one only 
succeeds in life by a willingness to die to the misuse of both— which we cannot do 
ourselves.

This death is not one that we can bring about, but when willing to be made willing, the 
Lord lives the miracle in us. Thus, I learned to be a contented monk and not in a hurry. 
Did I want sex and companionship? Of course, but I learned to live by a little saying the 
Lord gave me: “Christ plus nothing.” That got me through countless trials and still does.

This is the super sensual life, as Jacob Boehme calls it, and when one enters into it, 
one experiences a really raw and brutal side of the soul, with no assuaging except in 
the Spirit. One learns to live daily with discomfort that at times is excruciating. 
However, it’s also true, that the springs of the Spirit open up, and the person of Christ 
becomes real: one truly receives the revelation of being “born again.” Unfortunately, 
most Christians have no idea what “born again” means, thinking it to simply mean 



being saved, though the letter in Revelation to the Ephesians church addresses very 
orthodox people who nonetheless have departed from their first love, for our first love 
is not a cause or an orthodoxy, or even moral behavior— but is Christ and His mind.

“Born again” also means that we see the kingdom of God. We know that we are not 
looking at ourselves but at Christ, and that as we do, miraculously, our real self pops 
out, unexpectedly, as the real self that we never knew— since we had only cognitively 
had an idea of what we’re supposed to be and therefore tried to be what we thought we 
were to be. But the new self, the new creation, takes us by surprise because it’s a self 
that we never knew— a self that cannot be manufactured by our effort.

Rather, this new self is created by God and sustained by God. We do not create it or 
sustain it, and in fact, all we do is continue our gaze at God; and out of that comes the 
self that we are. This self does not live by human companionship, is never alone, and 
feeds on the almighty. It receives reproof without condemnation, does not try in 
anything, and lives by continual miracle.

What brings us to this self? No one can enter into it except by death, death brought to 
us in the God appointed trials of our lives, where we have the royal opportunity to 
respond by simply getting quiet and receiving whatever God tells us, instead of 
resorting to the false comforts also known as addictions. When you enter into life in the 
Spirit, expect to die daily, to be tempted daily, and to feel the pull to return to trying—
the deadliest lure of all. 

Maybe you are ready for this new life, the divine life in you. If so, expect to suffer, but 
expect even more to experience glory and the life of God more than you ever imagined.

Brian

Poem of the Month

Only God Knows

Does a snowflake have a name,
and can you hear a flower grow?
Does a sparrow speak to bumble bee’s with a happy hello?
Does a little child prophesize, 
and can a grown man be brought low?

Oh my, only God knows

When a fly swarms an outhouse does he know the reason why?



When a pumpkin feels a rain drop does it say, “Hurrah, hurrah?”
Does a lily feel me snip it, and does that make it cry?

Oh my, only God knows

Does a kitten talk to Jesus when he’s lost his way back home?
And does the strips on a candy canes really belong?
When a butterfly touches my lip, will he tell me the secrets of God?
And does a mountain lion dance at midnight, and can a rock fly?

Oh my, only God knows
Sylvia Pearce 3-7-04

I know this poem is non-sensical, but I like it.  

However, if you want to read great poetry, check out this link below.  It has 17 new 
poems inspired by the Holy Spirit and overflowing with Brian’s own creative style. 

http://theliberatingsecret.org/Poets%20Corner/Coatney/17%20Poems%20by%20BC.pdf

Prayer Request
All prayer request sent to the Liberating Secret web-site will be send to Art 
and Fran Gi les ,  ou r  new l y  appo inted Christ ,  Our Li fe Ministr ies 
intercessors.

Sent by Nancy Gilmore
Dearest Prayer Warriors,
Please join Sue & me in praying for her grandson who is in desperate need of any & all 
prayers. please send this request to all who will pray for him. He needs the touch of Jesus 
as he begins his long journey of healing. Pray also for his family for patience & comfort in 
this terrifying time of uncertainty. 

God Bless.

hugzzzz & prayers......Pam 

Urgent prayer request. 

 I just received a call from Eric Moore our son, that our grandson had been in a serious 
accident , from what I understand our grandson Klayton Moore age 13 



was over at his best friends house where they were trying to start a fire and Klayton got a gas can and 
was splashing gas on the fire when the gas can exploded and our grandson was 
severely burned all over his body all of his hair on his head is gone and where he had clothes on he got 
2nd degree burns. Paramedics rushed him to Riley burn center last night where he is on a respirator. 
We do not know how bad his lungs are damaged, 

Again thank you all for your prayers and thanks for adding him to your church prayer list and for 
forwarding this information around the world. God bless you all

Also, stand with us in prayer and faith for the silent prays requested we receive from on 
line.

Words of Faith

Let us a l l  s tand in  FAITH agreement for a Spiritual 

“TITAL WAVE,” that will first rock the Christian 
community, and then wash out to the whole world.

This would be the fulfillment of a prophecy Dan Stone make at a Louisville 
conference in the mid 980’s.

“Whatsoever you desire.”
Mark 11:22-24

Need produces desire; desire produces faith; faith quenches the pain of 
desire, and leaps and “laughs at the impossible and shouts, IT SHALL BE 
DONE.” Sylvia Pearce… actually a little of Sylvia and a lot of CT Studd

This Month’s Article:

The Citadel of Self-Dependency

Sylvia Pearce

Psychology says that most people live in denial, and the way most eradicate their 



pain is by denying it. “Pain— denial, pain— denial, pain— denial…then eventually, no 
pain.” We deceive ourselves through mental denial until eventually there is no pain. 
Yet, the pain in life is never really dealt with by denying it, it is still there buried deep 
within our subconscious, although, it seemingly is gone away for the time being. Or is 
it? Why do we react the way we do, or why do we have so much fear and resistance to 
anything negative? And why are there so many walls of self defense? Why won’t we let 
others in, especially the ones we love? Why is it so easy to cut others out of our lives? 
And why is our life shrouded in shadows of secrecy? 

Little do we know is that pain is God’s gift to awaken us to a problem far deeper 
than the secondary reactions we call painful soulish hurts.  Carl Barth said in the 
chapter, “Jesus and Judas,” from Come Holy Spirit  that “…at the deepest, the most 
hidden, the most inward part in us, an ultimate bastille, so to speak, an unconquerable 
citadel, a mighty fortress lifts its walls.”1  That is the throne of the able Independent-
self, the separate self that reigns as lord and master of its own life.  Again Barth said, 
“In this fortress we are ourselves, without any good or evil additions here we are alone 
with ourselves.  Behind this wall, in this fortress, dwells our ‘I.’ Thence it goes forth, to 
it, it retreats.  There it hides itself, there it sighs and suffers, there it defies and 
triumphs.  This wall must be shaken, this fortified city must be overcome, must be 
stormed and broken down.”2  Otherwise, the “ME” in its supposed independence is not 
conquered. 

He goes on, “There, in the inner place, something else, the defiant, crafty ‘I’ of 
man reigns, which has not yet fully surrendered itself, which still remains for itself, 
which still wants to be something by itself, not fully good nor fully bad. As long as this
‘I’ sits in this fortress, all this busy chasing and running after the good is futile.This 
fortress must be stormed, this human place must finally surrender, must allow itself to 
be overcome. Before that happens, the good will never be king on earth.”3

“Many battles are fought out in our lives, but the final, the decisive crisis is not in 
these conflicts, even though they may wage fiercely.  That final conflict results only 
when the fight for the inner citadel takes place. All others are preliminary skirmishes, 
not the skirmish that takes place before the real inner position.”4

The day comes though, when all that deep pain, hidden behind the mighty 
fortresses of self-defense, has to come to the surface. That day is a terrible 
earthshaking day— it is your own personal “Day of the Lord.” That day is a day of 
darkness, a day of many tears, and a day when the guarded walls of our inner being 
have to tumble to its death. This is the terrible, most awesome  “Day of the Lord.”

Thankfully, this battle is not ours, but God’s. There is no way that any of us can 
give up this fortified city of undiscovered Satanic self. It is the only self I have ever 
known. And the pain that this self has experienced in its life has happened to that 
“ME”— that hurtful, pitying, resentful, fearful, shame-filled, unforgiving, self-centered, 
but innocent, not-so-bad “ME.” I’ll hold on to that me, thank you very much. Yet, God is 
faithful and not lacking in mercy. His mercy shakes all that can be shaken. Will He have 
mercy on the precious human me? You bet— although, you will  be shaken, but not lost; 
for, the purposed shaking (Hebrews 12:27) will save you and deliver you! From what?  
From Satan’s false strong-hold on your identity. 

There will be no mercy given to “the sin that dwells in me” (Romans 7:17)— that 



monstrosity, masked and disguised as  “a good me.” There is no saving it. It has to die, 
because it was crucified with Christ. It is Satan, “the one who would do good,”(Romans 
7:21, NAS) reigning in my members, disguising himself as me. Why does Satan still 
have a place in the Christian— isn’t justification  enough? No. It is only when we know 
unification  with Christ through His death, burial, resurrection, and glorification, can we 
be free from the lying deceit of self-sufficiency, for ironically, that is where Satan hides, 
and finds his manifested forms in us. 

Christians know justification by faith, but rarely do Christians know unification by 
faith. We are one with Christ— not two, but one. There are two, yet like the marriage 
ceremony declares, “The two shall become one flesh.” Since we don’t know that we are 
in union with Christ, we act as if we are still “the old man” (Satan in us). We are acting 
from a lie, and live as if the lie is the truth, which puts real definition to the word, 
deception. 

Somewhere, that fortified city of self-goodness must be exposed to its evil roots. 
Paul’s exposure happened in Romans 7:  “When I would do good, evil is present with 
me” (Romans 7:21).  The NAS translation says it this way: “I find then the principle that 
evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.” Paul saw that the one who tries 
to do good in him is the presence of the evil one working in his soulish members. Satan 
said in his heart, “I will be like the most High God” (Isaiah 14:14).  He wasn’t trying to 
be evil; he was trying to be good. But trying to do good by fleshly self-effort is evil, and 
is the unconquerable citadel and fortified city of evil-doing which we call our own 
goodness.

Who wants to see that self-generated goodness is evil?— not  the religious good 
who are proud of their own self-accomplishments. It is only the weary, the beaten up, 
the broken, and the conditioned by the Holy Spirit who can or even want to see the 
truth. A prostitute who was weary from trying to deliver herself from drugs and 
prostitution, cried out to God, “Please, God deliver me, but you are not getting any help 
from me.” God waits for such conviction. She knew that she was too helpless to help 
God, or even have Him help her.  She asked Him to do all the work, and He did.

The Day of the Lord, comes as a thief in the night, however, this thief steals away 
only the “wood, stubble, and hay,” that is, all the sacred trophies stored up to magnify 
and glorify sufficient, separated self. Peter’s “Day of the Lord,” came when Jesus said to 
him, “Satan desires to sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you.” Peter falsely 
thought that we was so good that he would never deny Jesus. God had to prove to him 
that he had no strength or goodness of his own. “The Day of the Lord” came in Job’s 
life, when God asked Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?” Job’s problem in 
37 chapters of arguing with man and God was that he didn’t know that he was a simple 
vessel, and not his own righteousness. It’s a hard lesson to learn— simple in concept—
but it will cost you everything to really know that you are the cup and Christ is the 
content. Job, like most of us, found that out the hard way.

Most Christians focus on outer manifestation, i.e. our good works. What most 
don’t see is that their outer activity is the secondary result of inner receptivity. All outer 
activity is either the result of receiving by faith the power of Christ within us, or the 
result of receiving the lie of self-activity based on self-generated power, which has a 
Satanic source. But never are we alone manifesting good works. That is impossible. 



That is the hard lesson that the book of Job, the model normal Christian life, 
brings out so plainly. Job didn’t know that he was only a weak vessel and not the god in 
the vessel. He didn’t know that his only activity was simply receptivity . Outer 
manifestation flows out of receptivity like living water flowing out of a fountain that 
never runs dry. God finally spoke to Job, and reminded him that only God is God— man 
is not God. Job repented, or changed his mind to the truth concerning his vessel-hood. 
“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee.  
Wherefore I abhor myself , and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5-6). He abhorred 
himself because that self was an illusionary, false self. Now with opened eyes, he 
accepted his vessel-hood, and worshiped God for who God truly was.

Jesus declares, “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it” (Matthew 16:25). The Day of the Lord comes 
requiring “OUR LIFE.” How can I give up my life? Jesus also says, “If any man come to 
me, and hate not his father, mother….y ea, and his own life  also, he cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke 14:26). There again, Jesus is demanding our life. Yet, on the other 
hand, Jesus says to the Pharisees to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and all 
thy soul, and all thy mind…and…thou shalt  love thy neighbor as thyself ” (Matt.22:37-
39). First, Jesus tells us to lose ourselves, then hate ourselves, yet love God and others 
as we love ourselves?  Which is it Jesus?  

All of the above are true. Truth always yields itself in pairs of opposites. We, 
thankfully lose that proud, separated self when we recognize ourselves crucified with 
Christ, and Him living on our behalf. And we do hate that Satanic, sufficient self, filled 
with its own works of self-generated trophies of goodness, and idols of family 
ownership and possessiveness. Yet, on the other hand, we love the Christ-indwelt self—
detached from family and things— the right-self, the one we really are, and 
subsequently, the only self who can love his neighbor and his God as himself. Yet, 
ironically, Jesus is talking about the same human self in all the above verses; however, 
our vessel-self is either filled with Satan’s self-centered life, which is really not life at all, 
or Christ’s other-love “agape” life. 

I love the fact that Christ exchanged lives with us at the Cross— the Satanic-self 
for the Christ-self. “Knowing this, that our old self  was crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin” (Romans 6:6 
NAS). Self-improvement can never change us; self-knowledge can never rearrange our 
thinking enough to help us; psychology can never enlighten us enough to change the 
fallen self, for that fallen self must be put to death. The only way the self is improved is 
through death. What? Does that mean that I have to try to die to myself? Many a weary 
Christian has tried that path, only to find out that it is futile.

Thanks be to God, we humans could never do that. God in His infinite wisdom 
did it for us through His sinless son on the Cross. Jesus, being a partaker of flesh and 
blood, through death “destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the devil and 
delivered them  who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” 
(Hebrews 2:14-15). Jesus was made sin, that we might be made His righteousness (II 
Corinthians 5:21). Jesus took on the Satanic union (humanity joined to Satan), and 
through death He destroyed that union, in order to bring us into union with Christ. Old 
marriage gone, new marriage in.



 Now due to Christ’s “obedience unto death” (Philippians 2:8), believing mankind 
can inherit His life which is righteous and holy.  Romans 6:2 declares that we are “dead 
to sin”; Romans 7:4 says that we are “dead to the law”; Ephesians 4:22-24 states that, 
“Ye have put off  concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye 
have put on  the new self which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”; 
Colossians 3:9b (NAS) says, “you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have 
put on  the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image 
of the one who created him”; Galatians 5:24 (NAS) says, “Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh  with its passions and desires”; and Galatians 6:14 
says, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world .” 

Christians are crucified to Satan in them (Gal. 2:20), to sin (Rom. 6:2), to the law 
(a trying self) (Rom. 7:4); to fleshly thinking (Gal. 5:24); and to the world (Gal. 6:14). 
This is a fact, but in order to actualize this fact into a living reality, we must declare it by 
faith. It isn’t experienced by our works, but by faith. The work has already been done 
by Jesus. Galatians 2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, 
but Christ lives in me.”

The word mortify  occurs twice in the New Testament— in Romans 8:13; and in 
Colossians 3:5. “Mortify” is a King James word, and to most that word sounds like we 
have to work hard to rid ourselves of our own self-activity. It is true that self -active-self 
is the root cause of sinful behaviors,  but “he that is dead is free from sin” (Romans 
6:7). So, the only way to be free from sin is to know that you are dead. Colossians 3:3 
declares it— you are dead, and Christ is your life. So, how can we be dead?

The New American Standard translates the word “mortify” in Colossians more 
clearly: “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead  to immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desires…”  Take it by faith, and for granted that you are already 
dead to “immorality…”  These sinful misuses are not  who you are. Through the 
deliverance of the Cross, you are really joined to Christ’s holiness, and “dead to sin” 
(Romans 6:2).  

The NAS translates the Romans use of the word “mortify” this way: “for if you are 
living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live.” Both the verse in Romans and in Colossians are 
exhorting us to declare by faith what is already done by Christ. We are to trust the Spirit 
to put to death in us what we have already died to, in Christ. Our part is to just receive 
it, believe it, declare it and stand fast in the liberty that Christ has already set us free. 
We affirm it, and God confirms it, and causes it to make a manifested form in us.

 When Jesus said, “It is finished”, he meant just that— IT IS FINISHED. Miss 
Bertha, an old missionary from Cowpens, South Carolina, after discovering these truths, 
confessed, “I know it, God knows it, and the devil knows that I have exchanged lives 
with Jesus Christ.” Your life is not your life; it is the life of Christ living and being 
Himself as you. It is only as we know who we really are that we will ever live a life of 
peace, and satisfaction. Self-love and self-appreciation come into manifestation as we 
freely live and love as Christ lives and loves. 

All the pain from our childhood, all our heartbreaking looses as adults all the 



hurts and every seemingly irreconcilable event in our lives becomes a living testimony 
to the presence of the indwelling Christ. I always say that “God meant” (Genesis 50:20) 
all my holes of insecurity, and scars of shame. Pain is God’s megaphone to first arouse 
a deaf world to reach for the invisible God, instead of trusting and living off of this 
visible world. As we take Christ, and see Him in all our pain, then He takes those very 
“holes of insecurity” and “scars of shame” and by His life heals us by filling us up with 
Himself.   What a God!
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