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The Spirit of the Triune God, breathed into Adam at his creation,
was that alone which made him a holy creature in the image and
likeness of God. A new birth of this Spirit of God in man is as
necessary to make fallen man alive again unto God as it was to
make Adam at first in the image and likeness of God. And a
constant flow of this divine life by the Spirit is as necessary to
man’s continuance in his redeemed state as light and moisture
are to the continued life of a plant.

A religion that is not wholly built upon this supernatural ground,
but which stands to any degree upon human powers, reasonings,
and conclusions, has not so much as the shadow of truth in it.
Such religion leaves man with mere empty forms and images
that can no more restore divine life to his soul than an idol of
clay or wood could create another Adam.

True Christianity is nothing but the continual dependence upon
God through Christ for all life, light and virtue; and the false
religion of Satan is to seek that goodness from any other source.

Man’s fall from his first state brought a separation from God and
thus from the life, light and virtue which is in Him. Man’s
salvation can therefore only be effected by a reconciling union of
his spirit with the Spirit of the Creator.

Read whatever chapter of scripture you will, and be ever so
delighted with it - yet it will leave you as poor, as empty and
unchanged as it found you unless it has turned you wholly and
solely to the Spirit of God, and brought you into full union with
and dependence upon HIM.



Take away this inspiration of the Holy Spirit, or suppose it to
cease for a moment, then no religious acts or affections can give
forth anything that is godly or divine.

No man can remain in the goodness of his redeemed state but by
continuing in that vital relationship to God that begins at his
conversion; which is the same as saying that the continual
inspiration and empowering of the Holy Spirit within the
redeemed heart is vital and necessary to the salvation given us in
Christ. Every branch of a tree, though ever so richly brought
forth, must wither and die from the moment it ceases to have a
LIFE UNION with the root.

The divine life in man can never be in him but as a growth of life
in and from God.

Nothing but obedience to the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, trusting
Him for continual inspiration can possibly keep men from being
sinners or idolaters in all that they do.

To think that we are our own, or at our own disposal, is as absurd
as to think that we created ourselves. We believe that in Him we
"live and move and have our being."

The Christian church is in a fallen state for the rejection of the
Holy Spirit, who was given to be the power and fulfilling of all that
was promised by the gospel. And just as the Pharisees’ rejection
of Christ was under a profession of faith in the Messianic
Scriptures, so church leaders today reject the demonstration and
power of the Holy Spirit in the name of sound doctrine.

As all types and figures in the Law were but empty shadows
without the coming of Christ, so the New Testament is but dead
letter without the Holy Spirit in redeemed men as the living power
of a full salvation.

Thus, the coming of the Holy Spirit, being the fruit of Christ’'s
death, resurrection, and ascension, is essential to the fulfillment
of the salvation Christ procured.

Where the Holy Spirit is not honored as the one through whom
the whole life and power of gospel salvation is to be effected, it is
no wonder that Christians have no more of the reality of the
gospel than the Jews had of the purity of the Law... For the New



Testament without the coming of the Holy Spirit in power over
self, sin, and the devil is no better a help to heaven than the Old
Testament without the coming of the Messiah... While we still
cling to a religion that does not acknowledge this, it is a full proof
that we are not yet in that redeemed state of union with God
which is intended by the gospel.




