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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Most men hesitate to speak of their own spiritual expeeces. They are deterred by the fear of making
“self” too prominent, or are ashamed to confess how much practical unbelief anthdaifed allegiance

to their Lord exist in their lives.

The writer of this book knows his own unworthiness; but he humbly daeds that he also knows
something of the worthiness of an all sufficient Saviour.

The manner in which this knowledge cawmehrough an apparently trivial incidertis itself remarkable.

The immediate result was a joy, which no bridling could restrain. Butmekher this Victorious Life was
spoken of, requests were made for “something in print.” After much pressure from many directions, and
with much hesitation on the part of the writer, he ventured to put down his reflections.

These appeared in the columns dil LIFE OF FAITH, through the kindness of the Editor.

They are here republished with practically no alterations. These chapters show the pathway by which one
seeking soul found its way from “life” to “life more abundant.”

They endeavour to reveal the helgsd the hindrances, which a seeker after the Victorious Life should
know.

The writer owes much to the lives of four men, but the great “CRISIS” in his spiritual life took place, not
in the uplift of a great convention, but in the quietude of his own study

He believes that his experience is that of tens of thousands of Christian men and woerhenhave

LIFE, and are earnest and devoted workers, yet who long for some Power which will conquer the so
called “little sins.”

That POWER is the Lord Jesus ChristdaHE offers Himself to us (John 1:12).

So this book goes forth with much earnest prayer that others may be helped by the things which
have been such an unspeakable inspiration to the writer~dat any shadow of self should

fall upon these pageshumbly adaves to be allowed to remain

An Unknown Christian



CHAPTER ONE: IS IT POSSIBLE?

Is there such a Life? St. John plainly says that every child of God “overcomes the world.” Now THAT is
Victory! And he tells us how Victory is secured:This is the VICTORYthat overcomes the worid

even our faith” (1_John 5:4)-- and then most of us give up in despair! It all seems too vagio®
indefinite. Besides, isn’t our faith too small or too weak? Or perhaps we don’t possess the “right kind of
faith” to get the Victoy.

With many of us there is a sneaking idea that the schoolboy was very near the mark when he said ‘Faith
is believing what ain’t.” But of this we are sure: to most Christians the Victorious Life is a beautiful
mirage which vanishes into thin air, or extes into the distance as we try to approach it. And so we look
forward to finding it in heaven!

Now St. John isn’t speaking about Victory in heavefor THERE, “faith is LOST in sight.” So there
must be a Victory here on earth, in some way the result itli.farhe writer would gladly give all he had

in the world if in exchange he could have seen this way of Victory 25 years ago! After many years of
Bible study; after many fears of futile “struggling with temptation” which, with monotonous regularity,
tested him, he at last saw a way edtor rather a way IN. It was to him a new waya LIVING way --

and eagerly he entered irHe now sees there is such a thing as Victory, and he marvels how he missed
his way before. In the joy efto him—a wonderful discovery & longs for others to share the blessing

in these “last days.” And is there not a real heartfelt yearning amongst Christians today to laynuld

on LIFE, for they have that but on “LIFE MORE ABUNDANT"?

The Victorious Life! The words ring with hope. Meover, wherever an announcement is made that such

a topic is to be talked about, men and women flock to discover the secret of such a life. For they KNOW
intuitively that when VICTORY comes defeat goes! Those shameful betrayals of the Master, which are
sodiscouraging, will vanish away.

With Victory will come PEACE—a peace which really passes all understanding.

With Victory will come JOY—a rejoicing with joy unspeakable and full of glory (1_Peter 1:8).

With Victory will come POWER-the very “power of God.The Victorious Life-- a life of Peace, and

Joy, and Power.Would not SUCH a life satisfy any man?

Can we ask for anything better? And Christ offers THIS.

The writer proposes to try to make it plain and clear to the simplest mind, what the Bible says
abou this Life. We shall ask: How can it be obtained and retained? What are its difficulties and
its dangers? Can it be lost? If so, can it be regained? We shall speak of real Victory and FALSE.
We hope to tell of its Triumphs and its Testings. Now we wish

TO GIVE A WARNING

It is this: Satan will do his utmost to cloud your mind. He will bring all sorts of doubts and difficulties to
light. Why is this? Just because he is eager to prevent you from gaining Victory! Believe me, the devil
does not mind your betn“religious,” and he does not mind how much POWERLESS work you attempt
so long as you fall short of the Victorious Life.

So long as you go to the world for your pleasures, and so long as you fall into the usual sins of
respectable people, THE MORE YOU AEMPT FOR CHRIST the more the DEVIL IS PLEASED. He
simply revels in seeing defeated, worldly Christians desperately busy for CHBigtthe devil will do his

level best to discredit Victorious Life teaching and to keep you from even SEEKING to undeistaied

is quite an adept in usirgi.e., misusing—Scripture.

But be confident of this very thing that the teaching is striking home and striking-hiva devi—when
difficulties are suggested to your mind or some verse of Scripture “comes” to you, whichs s®@em
contradict some statement made in these chapters.

No one is more anxious than the writer that only the truth as it is in Christ shall be heard. If any statement
is not true to Scripture or to experience, none will be more delighted to have this gainteahan the
writer, who is possessed with a consuming desire that every Christian shall be “filled with all the fullness
of God.”



CHAPTER TWO: CAN “LITTLE” SINS BE CONQUERED?

The Victorious Life is a Life of Victory over Sin. Is such a thing posstblt is not a question of absolute
sinlessness like that of Christ, or that of Adam before the falhere will always remain the clear
declaration of St. John. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.”

IS VICTORY PROMISED US?

The question w are facing is this Can we obtain Victory over known, voluntary sin? Is any such hope of
victory taught in the Bible? Is it ever experieneetived out— by men today? If so, can ANY believer in
Jesus Christ have Victory over all known sinsay, for one whle day—or is such Victory only for our
spiritual leaders? Surely these questions are often in men’s minds. We WANT such Victory and even the
Church of England teaches us to pray daily, “Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day, WITHOUT SIN.”
“Grant that ths day we fall into NO SIN.” Our Lord Himself taughtis to pray, “Deliver us from evil”--

or the evil one—i.e., sin, or the author of sin. In the Church Catechism we teach our children that in this
prayer we are asking God to “keep us from all sin aridkedness.” Does Christ or any branch of His
Church bid us ask for an impossibility? If these prayers are not mockery, then a Victorious Life is
possible.

But come down to everyday life. Can we think of any ONE SIN over which Victory has never been
won? We have seen drunkards turning to Christ, and IN A MOMENT getting absolute Victory over
strong drink. Such men often declare not only that they have never fallen again, but that THE VERY
DESIRE for alcohol has been entirely taken away. This is miraculooswi$h other great besetting
sins—God has given instantaneous and complete Victory.

If then we can get Victory over some deegoted, besetting sin, cannot our Saviour make us Victorious
over the sins we sometimes regard as “littleChristian people, aa rule, i.e., in the great majority of
cases, are NOT drunken, or vicious, or immoral.

But this can also be said of very many worldly and irreligious peops$a.’t it true that there is little to
choose between the average Christian and the ordinary Mamalldly” man? So the latter says, “What
will it profit me to become a Christian?” And what can we say in reply? What would the worldly man
gain? And what would others benefit by the change in him?

UNDER THE TYRANNY OF SIN

Do we see any signs of the Viaious Life in the majority of professing Christians? In any flourishing
Church, how many of its members exhibit a glowing love of souls and a burning zeal for Christ? We
merely ask the question.

In how many do we see Victory over ©@lled RESPECTABLE sin%-- bad temper, irritability, pride,
jealousy, backbiting, unlove, ANXIETY?

Now we ask in all humility, Is there any remedy? Is there any hope of getting the Victorious Iiia®?

is, a life of habitual Victory over sins (“small” as well as great) life of constant and conscious
fellowship with God?

If such a hope can be found, it will be in God’s Holy Word. Is it there?

“Victory over known sin! Can | get it?”

What a momentous question! If we can get it for an khewr a day— then why not HABITUALLY?

Dare we ask every reader to put aside all ideas of his own on such a question? Will you approach it with
an unprejudiced and unbiased mind? For the time being just shelve any preconceived ideas you may have
on this subject. Forget all your own failuresandthe faults of other Christians. Yesand forget all
THEORIES of holiness. Simply allow God’s written Word to speak for itself. Surely this is not an unfair
demand?

A PROMISE AND A COMMAND

What does the New Testament talk about chiefly? By far the greatestof it is devoted to telling
Christians how to live after they have found Christ as their Saviour, rather than how to GET
SALVATION from the penalty of sin.
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Before our Lord was born, the Angel of the Lord said of Him, “Thou shall call His name Jesubefo
shall save His people FROM THEIR SINS” (Matthew 1:21).

Quite early in His ministry, Christ Himself said to His disciples, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).

This must mean SOMETHING. The Saviowould never command an impossibility. Here He definitely
bids us possess some sort of “perfectien’in fact a perfection in SOME WAY like that of God the
Father.

It is very wonderful and at first sight it seems impossiblexcomprehensible. But THERE IS

THE COMMAND.

Peter, speaking by the Holy Spirit, gives a very similar exhortation: “But LIKE as He which called you is
holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; because it is written ‘Ye shall be holy, for | am
holy’” (1_Peter 1:15).

We arethen definitely commanded to possess some sort of “holineda”fact a holiness like that of
Jesus Christ.

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews shows how important this'‘kallow peace,” says he, “with all
men, and holiness, WITHOUT WHICH NO MAN OM\ SEE THE LORD” (Hebrews 12:14).

John tells us plainly that he is writing his first Epistle so that its readers “may not sin” (1_John 2:1).

May we very humbly ask whether it is presumption on our part to inquire into the meaning of these
words?

WHERE PRESWPTION LIES

It surely WOULD BE PRESUMPTION to doubt the possibility of our carrying out any command of
Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit®ught not every sincere follower of the Lord Jesus to try to discover
what these verses of Scripture mean?

Are you looking for the Return of Jesus Christ? Is that your hope? Well, more than 1,900 years ago, John
said, “Everyone that hath this hope set on Him, purifies himself, EVEN AS HE IS PURE” (1_John 3:3).
St. John expects to find in Christians a purity somehow likei<tls!

“Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin... he cannot sin...” (1_John 3:9).

We have not referred to Paul’'s declarations on the same subj®&ckon ye yourselves to be dead unto
sin...” “sin shall NOT have dominion over you” (Romans 6:11 add.1

He tells us how it is done. “The shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench ALL the fiery darts
of the Evil one” (Ephesians 6:16).

Do not our hearts burn within us at the very THOUGHT of such a life as is held out here?

Now whatever we may thk about these words from Scripturewhatever our prejudices, whatever our
past failures—however impossible it all seemswe cannot deny the following facts. In the Bible
God’'s Word:--

There is gperfectioncommanded, in some way like that of God thather.

There is aholinessenjoined like that of God Himself.
There is gpurity offered, like that of Jesus Christ.
There is gpossibility shown of resisting every attack of the evil one.

The life which such “perfection,” such holiness, supurity, and such power would produce would
surely be a Victorious Life. Are we willing to study the question further? We are absolutely certain that
God would not mock us by commanding an impossible standard, or by offering us something He is not
able togive.

The question is NOT “Cal live a Victorious Life?” (We all know what the answer to that question is.)
No! The thing which concerns me, is just this: “Can Jesus Christ MAKE me-h&EEP me holy—

GIVE me Victory?” If He can-- shall we not get it? Ad then, shall we not cry out with St. Padin all
exultation and yet withal, in all humility and adoratien

Thanks be unto God which gives us the VICTORY through our Lord Jesus Christ (1_Corinthians 15:57).



CHAPTER THREE: GOD’S LOVE NEVER FAILS

What isthe Victorious Life? It is the life of holiness, or the “perfect” life, which is so often referred to by
Paul in his Epistles. Surely then the very first thing for us to do is to find out just what is commanded us,
and promised us, in the New Testament.d'wery definite things have been already spoken-of
HOLINESS and PERFECTION. What do these words mean? And is “Holiness” the same thing as
“Perfection?”

Now it is a very singular fact that really devotedset DEFEATED—Christians gladly aim at “holiness,”

but are frightened of “perfection.™There is no such thing as ‘perfection’ is a common remark on the
lips of Christian people. Our reply is, that our Lord COMMANDED it, whatever it is.

‘“PERFECTION” HERE AND NOW

“Perfection,” said a Professor of Theologyis“an unrealisable ideal towards which we progress through
all eternity.” Yet Christ demands some sort of ‘perfection” HERE and NOW. If we are really sincere we
shall try to see what the Saviour means. “Be ye therefore ‘perfect,’”” said Christ.

“That's a bevildering command,” was the comment made on this verse, by a modern preacher, “but
when our Lord adds, ‘as your heavenly Father is perfect’ we are simply staggered, and in despair give up
attempting to obey!” Yet these added words are the key to the solwefi the difficulty! For at once we

can cut out all false ideas of “perfection.”

HOW is our Heavenly Father “perfect”? Surely in everything. But He is GOD and we are MEN. He does
not command us to be ‘perfect’ as God. The FATHER is “perfect” in absainlessness; in Majesty, in
Glory, in Power, in Wisdom. Such “perfection” cannot be attained by mortal man. In what then are WE
to be “perfect”? “Be ye THEREFORE perfect."That word “therefore” evidently refers to what has been
said just before. What ithat? Simply a command to be full of loveGodless men love their friends: the
followers of Christ are to LOVE THEIR ENEMIES as well. Our Lord is commanding perfect LOVE.
This thought came to me with overwhelming power. The Victorious Life is simplyeadf PERFECT
LOVE.

OUR LORD’S “NEW COMMANDMENT”

Towards the end of His earthly life, our Lord said, “A new commandment | GIVE unto you, that ye
LOVE one another; even ABHAVE LOVED YOU, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men
know that ye ae My disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34). There is the standard and
there is the command to reach it.

As Christ loved—that is the standard; and that is perfect love. And this is commanded US. And St. Paul
reminds us that “love” is thenly thing which can enable us to obey God. “Love is the fulfilling of the
Law.” (Romans 13:10).

“The point is, can an imperfect man or woman have ‘perfect’ love?” That was the opening sentence of an
address on this subject. But surely that is not the wagpproach this question? It is the blessed Master
Who commands. It is not for me to cast even the shadow of a doubt on the possibility of what He bids.
But, do we not feel constrained to cry out, like a seeker of old, “How CAN these things be?” Is there
such a thing as “perfect love?”

Assuredly there is. The Father’s love is “perfect.” The love wherewith Christ loved us is perfect. Human
love is imperfect and always will be. But does not the Bible say, “The love of God hath been shed abroad
in our hearts? (Romans 5:5). Would you believe it, if you were told that this was the reason why Jesus
Christ revealed God the Father? Yet it is so. We have His own words for it.

Our Lord said, “I have made known unto them Thy name, and will make it knevthat incluces you

and me— “that the LOVE wherewith Thou love Me, may be IN THEM, and | in them” (John 17:26).

THE SECRET“PERFECT LOVE"

Here, then, is the secret of it all. “Perfect love” is surely possible, but only possible when Jesus Christ
Himself— God Himself Whois love— comes to dwell in our hearts.

St. John, the Apostle of love, told us this long ago. “If we LOVE one another God abides IN US, and His
love is perfected IN US” (1_John 4:12).



“We KNOW and have believed the love which God hath IN US. God is lond:tee that abides in love,
abides in God, and God abides in him. Herein is love made PERFECT with us” (1_JohA?).18& is,
therefore, as clear as day, that if we desire “perfect love,” we CAN GET IT by having Jesus—€hrist
Who is love—filling our whole being. Then, and then only, can we understand that stupendous
comparison of John: “because as He is, even so are WE in this world” (ver.17).

No wonder St. Paul cried out exultanttydefiantly?-- “Who shall separate us from the love of God?”
(Romans 8:39) No wonder he bursts out in triumphant faith, when he prays for the Ephesians “that
Christ may dwell IN YOUR HEARTS by faith; to the end that ye being rooted and grounded in LOVE,
may be strong to apprehend with all the saints, what is the breadth, agthland height and depth, and

to know the LOVE OF CHRIST, which passes knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fullness of
God” (Ephesians 3:17).

Before we go on to ask, not doubtingly, but in a spirit of joyous expectation, “HOW can these things
be?” may we just answer the questions which are in the minds of some. “And IS love ALONE really
enough?” “Does ‘love’ indeed banish sin from my life?"Does ‘perfect love’ mean ‘holiness’?”

To answer such questions, we need only just look at that Wonddﬂmlchapter of 1_Corinthians in
order to realise what Divine Love can work in us.

“Love suffers long™it drives away all impatience.

“Love is kind"— it leaves room for no unkindness.

“Love envies not™—all jealousy is banished.

“Love vaunteth not itself~ boasting and selfssertion disappear.

“Is not puffedup”— pride finds no place in the heart.

“Does not behave itself unseemly*--- folly goes.

“Seeks not its own—“self” is dead—selfishness will be unknown.

“Is not provoked>—anger and wrath will not beegn.

“Takes no account of evil~ brooding over secalled “wrongs” will be no more. Malice and all
uncharitableness are not found in the heart.

“Bears all things™ complaining will never be heard.

“Hopes all things>— despair, anxiety, despondency go.

“LOVE NEVER FAILS.”

No wonder Paul adds, “When that which is PERFECT is come...” What IS it that is “PerfeatRy,

just the love of God-shed abroad in our hearts. If “perfect love” casts out this great procession of sins,
and fills our entire being, we might Wecry out in an ecstasy of thankfulness and delight, “To me to live
is Christ™—and Christ is love. If we have not done so before, we must surely set ourselves the task of
finding out how this great Possession can be secured.

How can we get this Perfect ke— and keep it?

CHAPTER FOUR: HOW SIN IS OVERCOME

SIN IS OVERCOME ONLY BY THE INDWELLING CHRIST.

We have now been led into a very definite position in Christian experience. It cannot be doubted that the
Bible commands and expects some kind of “perfectimome kind of “holiness,” without which no man

can see the Lord.

But we long to see Him. We long to know, not only about Him, but to know HIM. This holiness cannot
possibly be reached by man by his own effertso, nor by a man merely “helped” by GodAll our
righteousness are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). But we have seen that Jesus Christ has promised to come
and make His abode in our hearts: bringing His own “perfect love” and pure holiness into our very being.
When “HE is our LIFE,” then we indeednlow HIM. “And this is life eternal, that they might know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou have sent” (John 17:3). And Jesus Christ is
“perfect love.” And perfect love casts out, not only fear, but all sin.

All this we have seen-perhaps 6r many years. Now it is easy enough to write such things—aimd

some sort of way-believe such things. But we want more than that. The question is, “How can I, a
struggling sinner, though saved by grace, get this ‘perfect loudd2v can | get victory oveall known

sin, and live the Victorious Life?”

WHAT GOD CAN DO



God gives great and open sinners instant victory over great and open sins, and rescues such men from the
clutches of such sins. We want to know how WE can get instantaneous deliverance tfttersitis (se

called). The Loving Saviour and Almighty Redeemer CAN do it, we kreBWJT how is it done?

This is the most momentous question any Christian man can ask. Most Christians have made many and
frequent attempts to get victory over sin: and mosth®m have failed in the attempt. The great majority

of believers reach a certain level in Christian experience, and then gradually slip back to lower levels.
Why is this? Is it not probably because their method of attempt was wrong?

This is such an importeg matter that we hope the reader will patiently examine the following criticisms.
We say “patiently,” because so much will be said which cuts right across the usual advice given to
seekers after sanctification. The writer knows full well what he is talabout. He has himself sadly
trodden all the paths described, and has tasted both their joys and their sorrows. And today as he looks
back, he realises why they failed to lead him into the Victorious Life.

THE POPULAR WAY

Fight your temptations. You hawaecepted Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, yet you find
your sinful passions still remain, and often break out into actual sin. You want victory over
those temptations, for tempted we always shall be here on earth. Very welke a victorious
struggle (by God’s help, or course) against these evil passions and desires, and in this way
overcome them.

This idea appeals to us, and seems so good and wise. And God does indeed help us to conquer after a
determined fight—if our will-power lasts out.The writer has tried it (who has not?), and has often at
length gained a victory. But again, he has often tried it only to fail miserably after a struggle: because
Satan is stronger than man!

The popular way is a doubtful wayWhere can you find anything in ¢hBible to support us in the belief

that we are to fight or to struggle with TEMPTATION®e are told to “flee” from sin, from youthful
lusts, from idolatry, and such like. Are we ever told to fight TEMPTATION?

If so, where? It is true that St. Paul extous to “fight the good fight~ hut he hastens to add “of faith.”

Now a “fight of faith” cannot be a struggle. It is true that James said, “Resist the devil” (James 4:7).
How? With your hands? Surely not. “Whom resist, steadfast in the faith” (1_Peter 5:9

We are to “STAND,” not struggle.“Having done all things, stand.” The shield of FAITH is able to
quench all the fiery darts of the evil one (Ephesians 6). “Faith does nothing; faith lets God do it all.”

JESUS CHRIST HAS WON....

the victory for us. “I live” says Paul, “yet not I, Christ LIVES IN ME.™Ye are of God,” says John,
“and have overcome them.” How? Why“Because greater is HE that is IN YOU, than he that is in the
world” (1_John 4:4). So we come back to the some theme: The secret of Victthg ladwelling Christ.
Victory is in trusting, not in trying. “This is the Victory that overcometh the wordnd SIN— “even

our faith” (1_John 5:4).

A man who tries by strenuous effort to resist or struggle against sin till it is frequently conquesadd is

to be “growing in grace.” Yet all growth takes place without effort. “No man by taking thought can add
one cubit to his stature,” said our Lord. And this is true of our spiritual stature.

THEORY AND PRACTICE

How is growth secured? Air, food and exege insure growth when there is life. If our spiritual life is
sustained by the Holy Spirit, within and around us; if it is nourished by Jesus Christ Himself “the bread
of God” (John 6:33), it will exercise itself in “good works,” and there will be “groWwtfihere is a
wondrous “growth in grace=but there is no growth into grace. Sin hinders this growth, and
STRUGGLING against sin cannot help the growth.

Now, this is all theoretical. How does it work out in practice? The writer heard a sermon recently on ou
Lord’s command, “Be ye therefore perfect.” The preacher was a man of holy and humble heart. The gist
of the address was that perfection was a thing we were to aim at but never reach. But we could get nearer
and nearer to the goal. How? By tackling one at a time, subdue it, suppress it. Then another sin was to



be resolutely dealt with until at last, some day, all our sins would be mastered. We were told that a piano
could not be tuned all at oneea note at a time was taken.

Very well. Have you ever knen such a method to succeed? Sin is sin, and all “sins” have their root in
SIN in the heart. Sin has been conquered by Christe we to spend our time cutting off branches, or are

we to destroy the root of the tree? If Jesus Christ is not able to coragqueknown sin in me today, will

He be stronger in five months*or five years™—time? After all is said and done, | can do nothing of
myself in the matter. It is Jesus Christ Himself Who gives the victokl.l can do is to look to Christ in

faith and letHIM overcome for me.

AN ILLUSTRATION WITH A POINT

A pick-pocket once strolled into a rescue missiefso the story goes and was converted. He saw in
Christ pardon for his sins and power against them. Rejoicing in a new life, he went on his way planning
for the future. “In my unregenerate days,” said he to himself, “I used to pick quite twenty pockets a day.
But now | am a Christian man, and | know that to pick pockets is to sin. So | must give-itgupdually,

of course. Tomorrow I'll make a start and fdre rest of this month by striving and struggling against this
sin, I'll cut it down to five a day- for I'm a Christian man now. By the end of the year by constant
endeavour (and the help of God) | hope to give up picking pockets altogether.”

Do you beliewe that story? The writer does not. But have we not all been guilty of this very thing in our
dealings with bad temper, pride, irritability, jealousy, unlove? We expect a pickpocket, or a drunkard, or
a gambler to give up his sin once for-althe very momenof his conversion. We tell himand tell him
truly—that Christ is able to give him complete and instant victory. Is God unable to give us a similar
victory over what we deem to be lesser sins? He is able to make us “more than conquerors.”

Victory over sinis a gift of God and not a growth. Paul recognised thie did not say, “Thanks be unto
God, which gives us a gradual victory,” but “gives us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord”
(1_Corinthians 15:57). There is no such thing as a gradual victeey sin—although we may think there

is. God’s gifts are perfectThe fact is, He gives us Jesus Christ Himself to dwell in our hearts by faith.
And Jesus Christ keeps us. “He is able to keepfuesn stumbling” (Jude 24).“We know that whosoever

is bornof God sinneth not,” says the Holy Spirit and He gives the reasen“for He that is begotten of

God (Jesus Christ) KEEPETH him, and that wicked one touches him not” (1_John 5:18). Can we trust
Christ to do it?

An old coloured man in America saw this trutithat is, the wonderful power of the indwelling Christ,

and his life became incarnate joy. “So, Sam, you’'ve got the mastery of the devil, they tell me?” said a
scoffing white man. “No, sah!” replied Sam, “But I've got de MASTER of de devil.” And is not this
what we all want?

CHAPTER FIVE: NONE CAN IMITATE CHRIST

NOT THE IMITATION OF CHRIST BUT HIS
INDWELLING PRESENCE IS THE REAL
SECRET OF CONSTANT TRIUMPH.

Have we grasped the fact that the Victorious Life is not secured GRADUALLY, nor by effort and
striving on our part? We know that a partial sedntrol can be obtained and IS obtained for a time by
men who give no thought to pleasing God. An athlete will “flee youthful lusts” and to a great degree
“keep himself unspotted from the world” simply to gainct¥ary in the world of sport. A business man or

a shopassistant will “control” his temper merely to secure orders, or keep a situation. A society lady will
remain “sweet” even if you ruin her smartest dress by upsetting your tea over it. A Christian rgan ma
“school” himself in the same mannerbut this is not necessarily the Victorious Life.

Do not misunderstand me. There IS a fighand a strenuous fight against a world of sin. But to fight
against sin IN THE HEART is to mistrust Christ and is sure of fi@lin the long run. What then CAN

we do to get this Victorious Life? Many of us have tried the IMITATION OF CHRIST.

We may call this

THE PROMISING WAY ...



because it looks so attractive and right; and so likely to succeed. Surely it is a splendid thingate imi
Christ. But can you do it? “Oh, well,” you reply, “l can try.” As a matter of fact, no one ever lived who
imitated Christ. It cannot be done. Nor are we told to attempt it.

CHRIST OUR LIFE

One of the world’s masterpieces of religious literature idedhITHE IMITATION OF CHRIST. Most of

us know it well. It is, indeed, a delightful book, and has helped countless thousahdt not to imitate
Christ! John Newton, the blaspheming slave raider, was led to Christ by reading this book. Read it again,
for your soul’s good, and you will notice that from beginning to end there is nothing about imitating
Christ. It is full of helpful counsels and advice, of meditations, and prayers and exhortations. The title
well might be THE APPROPRIATION OF CHRIST, or THE ABRPTION OF CHRIST.

Christ is to be more than an examptdde is OUR LIFE. Someone has gone so far as to have declared
that the “idea of imitating Christ is a hoax of the devil”! And he is really right in his strong assertion, For
although no harm, but onlyopd, can come from attempting to imitate the Lord Jesus, failure is certain to
be the result.Good is always the enemy of “best.” We know how hopeless it is to try to imitate the holy
men and women whose friendship we value. How much more difficult itldvbe to imitate Christ!

THE BIBLE ON IMITATORS

But we must not rely upon human opinions. What does the Bible say about this question? Has it ever
struck you that nowhere in the New Testament are we told to be like Jesus-Cbrisd strive to be like
Him—or to pray that we may be like Him? Is it not so? This is very startling. The nearest approach you
get to such an idea is found in Romans 8:29, “Whom He foreknew He alsocdoda&ined to be
conformed to the image of His Son.” In his wonderful commentarytton Epistle to the Romans, Dr.
Moule, the late Bishop of Durham, says, “The Greek here is literally ‘conformed ones of the image’

if their similitude made them PART of what they resembled.”

Paul also says, “Ye became imitators of us, and of the LotdThessalonians 1:6). But in what wayi®

the matter of being afflicted for the Gospel’s sake. The servant is not above his Lord. If the world
persecuted Christ, it will persecute us.

The same idea is brought out in 1_Peter 2:21. “For even hereunto veecalled: because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example that ye should follow His stefis&., in suffering patiently
(even though He was sinless) the contradiction of sinners against Himself. “But,” you ask, “does not St.
Paul tell us to bdimitators’ of God?” Yes, but always and only in this matter of showing a forgiving
spirit. (See Ephesians 4:32 and 5:1.) We may and can and should imitate some acts of Jesush@lrist

to imitate HIM is impossible. And, moreover, when we think we areitating” Him, it is in reality
Christ Himself working IN US. One day we SHALL BE like Hiwmbut not by any attempt at imitation

on our part. “When He shall appear we shall be LIKE Him for we shall see Him as HglisTohn 3:2).

CHRIST IN OUR HEARTS

There would be little harm in trying to imitate Christ, if such an endeavour did not hide from us what our
Lord really desires; and so keep us back from “life more abundant.” He wants to come Himself into our
lives, to dwell in our hearts and live His life in u#/hat a wonderful thing this is! We should despair if
Christ simply left us an example to “follow” or “imitate.”

But He says He will come and dwell in our hearts by faith. Surely this is much better than having Christ
as my helper, or than getting “powef'om Christ. Paul sums up this great privilege in a sentence. “For,”
says he, “it is God which worketh IN YOU both to will and to work, for His good pleasure” (Philippians
2:13). The word means <work mightily, effectively.” Remember it is not an “influérocea “spiritual
force”— it is God Himself dwelling in the heart of the believer.

We are sometimes urged to “possess our possessions,” but we would rather invite all true believers to
possess their POSSESSO©GRlesus Christ Himself, “Who is all and in you dllin fact, the word
“imitate” really means “a going into.” In this sense there is imitation indeed: for we enter into Christ, and
Christ enters into us. So that we can say with Paul, “For me to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21); “Christ
Who is our life” (Colossians 3:4).
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We must remember that Christ IS already in the heart of every belieBet. unless He has FULL
possession, and FULL control, we cannot have Victory.

Forgive a homely illustration, which the writer used in speaking to lads. He askedués¢ign, “Would

you like to play football as well as-B-?” (a celebrated professional cenfierward). “Yes, sir,” “Well,

it's quite simple— imitate him.” “We can’t do it, sir.” “But if | could endow you with all the strength of
B---, would you not plg as well?” “No, sir, for we should still lack his skill.”But suppose that with

his strength | could also impart his mirdthe mind which controls and guides his play and which gives
him his skill?” “Then we'd play as well as he,” they broke in. Nowat is just what our Lord wishes to

do for every one of His children. He does not say, “Imitate Me.” But He does say, “Let Me come into
your very being and think IN you good thoughts; and work IN you, and enable you to put those thoughts
into deeds.”

“Ye shall be endued with power form on high.” Yes, but that very Power is the Holy Spirit of God
Himself. “Who shall be IN you,” says Christ. So that St. Paul boldly says, “We have the mind of Christ”
(1_Corinthians 2:16). But if we have the mind of Christ is, @and “Power from on high” to fulfil the
purposes of that mind, “Holiness” becomes, not second nature, but our very life.

KNOWING AND DOING

You may be saying to yourself, “There is nothing new in this.” No, indeed; but have you acted upon it?
For years tle writer read all these things in the Bible and believed themms, and spoke about them in
addresses. Then came a day when he resolutely faced his failure to conquer so many “little'tlsése

sad betrayals of his Lord and Saviour. Was there no “bdttierg” than this in store? Again he knelt and
surrendered himself fully to Christ and in simple faith claimed Jesus Christ as his indwelling Saviour.
Then he rose from his knees and took it for granted that the Lord Jesus Christ was filling his eatire lif
That is, he simply BELIEVED God’s Word.

What a wonderful consciousness of His Presence was secured. Christ is no longer simply One Who
inhabits eternity—-Someone to Whom to turn in times of difficulty; no longer Someone Who comes to
one’s aid and helpsrém without. He has come to make His abode in the whole hetaking full
possession of my very being; body, soul and spirit. So that the first thought in the morning and the
frequent recollection during the day is just this: “To me to live is Christ.”

A little girl once heard such teaching from God’s Holy Word, and hurried home with joyful heart. Her
mother, on entering the house, heard the child’s voice in the dimog. “Lord Jesus,” said she, “they

tell me You are willing to come and dwell in my heafforgive me all my sins. Make my heart clean.
And now, Lord Jesus, come into the WHOLE of my heart.” Then the child stood up and looking up to
heaven said simply, “He’s IN.”

Cleansing, Surrender; Faith.

It is as simple as that. Yet the very “Power whicised Jesus Christ from the dead” is involved in it
(Ephesians 1:120). “Power from on high.”

CHAPTER SIX: HOW TO ENTER IN

HOW TO BE WHOLLY POSSESSED BY CHRIST
AND THUS ENTER INTO AND ENJOY
THE LIFE OF HOLINESS
If, then, we are unable to become holy kyugigling against our sins; and if we cannot imitate Christ so
as to become like Him, what hope is left us?
Hope? The writer soon discovered that there was not only no hope, but miserable failure in struggling
and trying to “imitate.”

THE QUEST FOR GOD’S RESENCE

But there came a bright star on his spiritual horizon. It was hailed with all the joy of the wise men of old
when they “saw the star.” Surely this wondrous light would lead him into the very presence of the
Lord—and there he would find victory? Attle book was given him by a felloworker. It was called,
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THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD, by Brother Lawrence. It made a profound impression
on his life.

Brother Lawrence found that books of devotion and religious “exercises” did not help-himh were

rather hindrances to his spiritual life, so he set himself to work to secure at all times a sense of God’s
presence. He endeavoured always to walk as in the presence of God. The result was a communion with
God so close and uninterrupted that set timkprayer were not different from other times. “The time of
business,” said he, “does not with me differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clatter of my
kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, | POSSEBSn as

great tranquillity as if | were on my knees at the Blessed Sacrament.”

Now, is not that the spirit we want? “In Thy presence is fullness of joy,” says the Psalmist (Psalm
16:11). But is this the Victorious Life? It certainly seemed so to Brothawrence.

The booklet was inspiring. Never before had the writer experienced such a wonderful uplift of soul: such
an inspiration for service.

Not only the knowledge that “Thou, God, see me,” but the habitual consciousness, “I| am now in the very
presenceof God.” The mind went back to Zacharias in the Temple and the words of the Archangel, “l am
Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God” (Luke 1:19). Ah! That’s the thought. His feet may tread the
temple courts, but he never forgets that he stands in ¢hg presence of God. “Take heed,” said the Lord
Jesus Christ, “that ye despise not one of these little ones ... for their angels do always BEHOLD THE
FACE OF MY FATHER which is in heaven.”

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD

That, then, is the secret of the angels’\dee—they are always conscious of being in the presence of
God. Was it not so with Elijah? When he suddenly emerges from obscurity and springs into our view he
cries, “As the Lord God of Israel liveth before Whom | STAND!” (1_Kings 17:1; 18:5). When he
refused “to stand” in the presence of God, he begged that he might die; and God could not use him again
till he “stood” once more in His presencéGo forth,” said God to the despondent prophet, “and STAND
upon the mount before the Lord” (1_Kings 19:11). Bug hid in the cave. Then came wind, and
earthquake and fire-but all in vain. They did not drive him forth from his hidinglace from God. After

the fire there was a sound of gentle stillness (ver.12, RV, marg.). Did the prophet fear that God had
desertedhim? Had God departed? Elijah wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and STOOD in the
entering in of the cave. Once more he “stands” before God, and God could speak to him and use him.
Yes. All this is Scriptural. Oh, what resources of help and giterand comfort lie in this thought, “I...

stand in the presence of God.” When some unwelcome duty, some unpleasant task, or some “big thing”
had to be faced the writer has again and again steadied himself, nerved himself by quietly repeating the
words, “l... stand in the presence of God.”

WHAT OUR LORD DESIRES

We thank God with unfeigned gratitude for this help by the way. But it is not the Victorious Life. A
HEATHEN may use such help.

During the war a troopship was torpedoed in the Mediterranean andistasrtking. A British

soldier in great terror hurried hither and thither bewildered. A Hindu put his hand on the
shoulder of the terrified man and pointing upward said, “Johnny” (their equivalent of Tommy);
“God!” And this steadied the lad. Helpful; budthsufficient. It may be the source of strength for
angels and for saints BEFORE THE DAY OF PENTECOST. But we need something more than
this. And the Lord Jesus has promised us this “something more.”

Is, then, the Way of the Presence right or wrong? Suitlg right as far as it goes. No one will ever
know what help the writer found it. After all, we are “IN Christ” and to remind ourselves of His presence
around us— near us—must be helpful.

THE CHRIST DWELLING WITHIN

But our Lord’s great desire is that vehall realise His presence within usle tried to get His disciples to
believe (and to know) that the Father was in Him and He in the Father (John 10:38). That He could do
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nothing of Himself— but that the Father was working in and through Him (John 5:@)9,And that in the
same way we are sent by Him. That without Christ we can do nothimgt He would come and dwell
IN us and work in and through us. Christ Jesus says this with the utmost plainness.
“As Thou have sent Me into the world,” says our Lord irshbrayer, “even so have | also sent them”
the apostles (John 17:18)At that day,” (Pentecost) said Christ, “Ye shall KNOW that | am in My
Father, and ye in Me, and | IN YOU” (John 14:20).
How can we get this Indwelling of Christ? And how know we havientand thus “know Him and the
power of His Resurrection”? How did Brother Lawrence get his blessing? How did he keep it? He just
surrendered himself entirely to God. Without such surrender one cannot really practice the presence of
God. “lI know,” said he,/that for the right practice of it, the heart must be empty of all other things;
because God will possess the heart ALONE. And as He cannot possess it alone without emptying it of all
besides, so neither can He act there and do in it what he pleases iifledeft vacant to Him.”
This was his Prayer: “My God, here | am, all devoted to Thee. Lord, make me according to Thy heart.”
And what was the result? He had such a joy in God that for 30 years his soul was so elated and exultant
that he had to repredss raptures so as to hinder them appearing outwardly.
“Were | a preacher,” he used to say, “l should above all other things preach the practice of the presence
of God: so necessary do | think it and so easy too.”
But one does not fully appropriate thatdimerely by accepting Christ as the Saviour from the guilt of
sin. Many sincere Christians are living defeated lives. Their sinful passtges, and sinful desires are
not entirely gone.So there is failure, and such lives are little different from thos¢he worldlings
around them.
There must be an entire surrender of seH real yearning desire to be free from all known sin: a looking
to Jesus Christ by faith to destroy sin in us; and a taking of Christ to be our wheteliiézally our life.
“You will never have the Victorious Life,” said Wilbur Chapman, “until Jesus Christ has all there is of
you— never!” When He comes and takes entire possession of our being, He brings the Victorious Life,
and we can say, “I live, and yet no longer I, but Chrigeth in me.”
When He possesses us wholly, then we shall be holy. Are we willing to take the step? Are we willing to
put ourselves unreservedly into His hands?
To do so is to secure Heaven on earth!
CHAPTER SEVEN: BURIED WITH CHRIST

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST JESUS
“One of the bitterest moments of my life,” said a missionary recently, “was when an earnest young
Buddhist boy said to me, ‘I want to believe in Christ, but | have never seen Him in those who profess
Him. How can | believe in someorhom | have not seen?’”
Would that lad have spoken in the same way had he known us? At all costs we must have the fullness of
the indwelling Christ.

THE HOLY SPIRIT’'S CHIEF WORK

The chief work of the Holy Spirit is to reveal Christ. How often we have @dayO God fill us with Thy

Holy Spirit.” We hear the prayer again and again at prayer meetings with little apparent result. Why is it?
Is God to blame? Are WE to blame?

“He shall glorify ME,” said Christ, “for He shall receive of Mine and show it unto.y@p then it is the

work of the Holy Spirit to see that Christ is “formed within” us (Galatians 4:19). If then God answers our
prayer and fills us with His Holy Spirit, we shall indeed be wonderfully conscious of the indwelling
Christ. So will others be!

Now let the writer confess that he has often spoken about this doctrine and has read the Gospel and
Epistles of St. John again and again without really appropriating this indwelling of Christ. The Lord
Jesus has been within the heart for many years, “fany have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
His” (Romans 8:9). But the Lord Jesus was not filling the WHOLE hediliere must be many believers

in a like condition. Many have told me by letter and lip how they have agonised for this Victorious Life
for 20, 30, even 40 years, without getting it. “For years | have agonised for this,” wrote a clergyman to
me. “What a difference it would make to my ministry! What a blessing it would prove to my people!
Tell me how | can get it.” How then can this fudas of blessing be secured®nly by letting Jesus
Christ do what all our struggling and strivings have failed to do.
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We cannot overcome any sin by TRYING to do so. Christ only has conquered sin. He conquered it not
for Himself—the devil had nothing in HimHe conquered it for you-for me! He doesn’t ask me to do
what He has already done. He DOES ask me to enter into His victory. We cannot grow by trying to
grow. We cannot grow in grace by trying to grow in grace. It is all of Chrisow?

A DIVINE SECRETREVEALED

St. Paul says that there was a great secret hidden from age to age, but which it pleased God to reveal to
him. What is it? “Christ IN YOU the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). “God was pleased to make
known what is the riches of the glory of shinystery>—that He “may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus” (Colossians 1:28). Heathen religions have tried to bring their gods down te-wialm the
passions and vices of humanity! Our Lord came Himself and lived as a man: Emmanuel, “God with us”!
Isn’t it a stupendous thought that the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity, Whose Name is HOLY,
should dwell not only in the high and holy place, but also “with him that is of a contrite and humble
spirit—to revive [give new life to] the humble”¥lIsaiah 57:15). Christ came to take us into Himself, and

He Himself comes into us. He the Head; we His body. He the Vine: we the branches. Thus His life is IN
us.

This is the “overcoming life,” the life more abundant, the Victorious Litdow do Christians eame to
understand how to enter in? Many, like the writer himself, found the “secret” entrance through careful
and prayerful study of Romans 6:B1. “Are ye ignorant that all we who are baptised into Christ
Jesus...?” What is it to be baptised into Chrissus? Again and again Paul reminds believers that they
are “in Christ™—that they have “put on Christ.” When does this happen? It takes place the moment a
man, woman or child accepts Jesus Christ as Saviour. Water baptism is a rite ordained by Christ, which
expresses baptism into Jesus Christ.

WHEN CHRIST IS RECEIVED

This new life—the life from above, the regenerate Hfds a miraculous life, and it is the result of our
being taken into Christ. The instant we received Christ as Saviour, we were made pAnt.ofn Paul’'s

day, a man was apparently baptised immediately he believed in Christ. So Paul takes baptism to illustrate
or even prove the fact that a believer is taken into Christ. We are made “members” of Clarigart of

His body. So that Christ's le becomes our life, and we can say, “Christ Who is our life” (Colossians
3:4). Get hold of this truth.

An old lady who, late in life, accepted Christ as her Saviour, was always praising God and talking about
her Saviour. One day a friend said, “You seemtpy confident about this Saviour of yours! | wouldn’t

be too sure about it, if | were you. Suppose the Lord should let you slip through His fingéBaR}”

said the old lady, “I am one of his fingers.” Now she was perfectly AHgéhe was indeed a membef

Christ. We dare not say such a thing if it were not openly told us in Scripture.

It is all too wonderful for words.l, a poor sinner saved by grace, have been made a member of the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself.

“lI hope,” said a critic of an address onighsubject by the writer, “I hope the speaker is not making out
that we are all little gods!” Far from it. But we do “make out” that we have a great God living in us and
making us members of Himself.

BAPTISED INTO CHRIST

“Are ye ignorant that all we who we baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?” Are we
“ignorant” as to what this means? Here, again, the writer must plead guilty of failing for years to grasp
the import of these words.

“In Adam all die—yes, we are conscious enough of thatwho is a figure of Him that was to come”
(Romans 5:14). This surely means that we must in some way share the death of Christ? Every believer
went to death with Christ on the Cross. “I have been crucified with Christ,” says Paul.

“We were buried, therefar, with Him through baptism into death” (Romans 6:4). St. Paul is thinking of
baptism by immersion. This is a symbol of burial (which means A PREVIOUS DEATH). As the believer
went right under the water, he realised that he was dead and bubiedd as regrds the old life-dead

to sin. Sin has no power over a dead mayo “dominion” over him. “For he that is dead is freed from
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sin. ... Reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto si@in. shall not have dominion over you”
(Romans 6:7).

But death could nb“hold” Christ, nor can it hold us, if we are in ChrisAfter death and burialwhat?

“That like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in
newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Jesus Christ did not raise Hiim&xdd raised Him. Over and over again

we are told this: God raised Him from the dead. And all the mighty power which God exercised in
raising Christ from the dead is at our disposal. And to think that we should for a moment imagine that
our feeble strug@s are also needed!

St. Paul longed that believers in his day should realise this. He prays for them that “having the eyes of
your heart enlightened, ye may know what is the hope of His calling, what the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saintaand what the exceeding greatness of His POWER TOWMMRD who believe.”

What power? “According to the working of the strength of His might which He wrought in Christ when
He raised Him from the dead” (Ephesians 1:18). THAT POWER GOD OFFERS YOU.

A GIFT TOBE TAKEN

Isn’t it wonderful? Can we grasp it? Paul, seeing the stupendous nature of this gift, cries, “l count all
things but refuse, that | may gain Christ: ...that | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection”
(Philippians 3:8,10). This mighty powean Christ is a gift to be “gained” by the removal of all
hindrances. How can we “know Him and the power of His resurrection”? Simply by being buried with
Christ—being dead unto sin. That is, not only claiming forgiveness of our sins, but by God’s help
renouncing the world, the flesh and the dewiby forsaking all sir—and then looking to God in faith to
raise us up to walk in newness of life.

Try to understand what death and resurrection meant to our Lord. There He is perfect God and perfect
man nailed tohe Cross. The sins of the world came upon Him. God cannot die, nor can He remain in
contact with sin. So the Spirit of God in the perfect man “Jesus” forsook that body of clay. He “yielded
up His spirit”. And a dead MAN hangs upon the Cross. That perfediybs buried; and on the third day
God raised Him from the dead. What happened? The Spirit of Christ came back into that dead human
body and Christ Jesus rose agaimnce more perfect God and perfect man.

That is what God wishes to do for every man. Whencan indeed “reckon ourselves to be dead
unto sin” and “buried with Him by baptism into death”; then we can look to Christ TO PUT HIS
SPIRIT INTO US and to raise us up “to walk in newness of life.” then “our life” is no longer
ours but is the Christtife. Not an imitation of Christ, but Christ Himself dwelling in our hearts

by faith. Then we can humbly say with Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ, yet | live, and
yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).

What a glorious privilege! Wat a tremendous responsibility! “It pleased God to reveal His Son IN me”!
(Galatians 1:16).

WHEN SELF IS DEAD

Is all this difficult to understand? It is all there on the page of Scripture. But praise be to God, it is not
necessary for us to understand WOGod works—but just to believe that He will (and does) perform this
work in us.

The question is just this: Am | willing to give up all known sin and to put myself absolutely at the
disposal of the Saviour? Myself, my talents, my possessions, my worky future? Am | willing to
surrender myself entirely to Him? Dr. Wilbur Chapman for some time hesitated to trust his future career
to Christ, although he was then a noted missionary. Dr. Meyer said, “Are you willing to be made
willing?” Dr. Chapman told Chist he was WILLING TO BE MADE WILLING. At once every
difficulty was removed. Yes, we must even surrender our surrender to Christ. Our Lord did not crucify
Himself—nor bury Himself nor can we crucify ourselves. But when we have emptied ourselves of
“self,” Christ will crucify us—and will “raise us up to walk in newness of life.” The Cross for you and
me is just | (self) crossed out.

The surrender must be absolute and entire. You remember the story of the goddess who, wishing to make
her child Achilles immotal, dipped him beneath the waters of the river Styx. She succeeded with the
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exception of his ankles, by which she held him, thus preventing the water from laving that spot. His
ankles were vulnerable and there he became mortally wounded. That fablentasalatruth.

There must be no part of us left unsurrendered in our burial with Christ through baptism unto death.

When Satan sees a man accept Christ as his Saviour, he tries his level best to keep his hand upon some
small part of him. He wants to havegua LITTLE control over us, so that he can bring about our
downfall. He knows that if he can prevent full surrender, he will also prevent a Victorious Life.

HOW TO BE FILLED

A man “full of the Holy Spirit” is a mighty powerwhich power almost vanishes wheven a little of
our surrender is withdrawn. That power is also impossible when a little of our surrender to Christ is
withheld. But if with “full and glad surrender” we yield ourselves to our blessed Master, He will come
and fill us wholly with His Divhe Presence.
Can we trust our all to Him, so that He may become “all in all” to #d@sus Christ is the Saviour of
ALL the life as well as the Saviour of every life.”
CHAPTER EIGHT: SURRENDER ALL TO CHRIST
WHAT “ABSOLUTELY SURRENDERED TO GOD”
REALLY MEANS, AND THE RESULTS THAT
FOLLOW THIS ATTITUDE OF FAITH
We have again and again declared that before anyone can enter into the Victorious Life, two things are
necessary-surrender and faith: man’s part and God’s part.
First of all, we must be willing to givap all known sin and all sefvill and surrender ourselves entirely
into God’s hands. Then we must in faith look to God to sanctify us. So the entrance in may be summed
up in two simple mottoes:

LET GO AND LET GOD

Now it is extraordinary how difficult its to make people understand what “surrender” is. And when they
DO understand, it is still more difficult to persuade them that it is for their good!

The writer sent a business letter to a Christian friend a week ago and in it put this quediay: askif

you are entirely surrendered to Christ?” He called round the following day. He had just taken offence
because of the conduct of a felle®hristian (who had been both courteous and rgibut firm).

Irritation, censure and divergence from the truth watleexhibited in five minutes. Then as he left the
room, he turned and said in a surprised tone, “By the way, what did you mean by that hint in your letter
that | am not entirely surrendered to God? | AM entirely surrendered to Him.” It was quite obwiaus t

he knew little about surrender. Yet he seemed perfectly satisfied with himself.

WHAT SURRENDER MEANS

Many readers of this paper may be equally satisfied. But many, we know, are yearning for a victory they
do not possess, although they have sought itrh@any years. Will you examine your surrender? What
does it mean? If we wish to be entirely yielded up to Christ, we must leave three things with Him: the
Past, the Future and the Present.

This involves the surrender of SELF not merely of things. “Surrendeur very selves unto God”
(Romans 6:13, Weymouth). A cleric in the USA once said, “Do you know that Campbell Morgan came
to this country and preached one sermon that destroyed 40 years of my sermons? For 40 years | had been
preaching on the duty of saifice— the denying things to ourselves; giving up this and that. We
practised it in our family. We would give up butter one week and try to use the money in some way that
God might bless. Another week we would give up something else, and so on. Campliginvgaid that

what we needed to give up, was not things but SELF: and that was the only thing we had not given up in
our home. We had given up everything under the sun, but self. We were giving up so many things that
we had become proud of our humilityBo let us look at self. Am | willing to surrender it entirely to
God, and just “Let go”"?
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THERE IS THE PAST

1. “But,” you exclaim, “the past is dead and gone.” Oh, no; far from‘iThe sins of the past are forgiven,
but oh, what a weight they are aboutronecks!” said a worker for Christ. This ought not to be. Are we
willing to let the past go?

A lady missionary, who longed for Victory through Christ and confessed her deep yearning for
it, was just brokerhearted over the matter. Why‘Because of the sk of the past,” she replied.
“But God has forgiven your past sins. They are blotted out. How can they hinder yBur?”

you do not know the sort of failures | have made!” she moaned—tie past is too awful.”

When she had surrendered her past, theslrig came. There is a hymn which runs, “When God
forgives, He forgets.” “For | will be merciful to their iniquities and their sins will | remember no
more” (Hebrews 8:12; 10:17)Why, then, should remember my past sins? Surely no good can
possibly comeof it?

THINGS THAT MAR SERVICE

A momentary recollection of what God has saved us from may add to our praise of Him. But haven’'t we
enough to bless and praise His glorious name for, even without such backward glances? It is bad enough
to have sinned in thpast: but it is surely a terrible thing to allow past sins to mar present service.

When you have forgiven your child some wrodging, do you wish him to grieve over-Hto be
miserable over it for days, weeks, months, years? Yet many children of Godoamg this. Self-
examination has its place, but to wreck the present by mourning over the past is sin.

Look at Simon Peter. He denied our Lord with oaths and curses. Our Lord forgave him, reinstated him,
and used him. The one of the eleven who fell thedstwas the very one chosen to be spokesman on the
day of Pentecost. Nor did Peter allow his past fall to hamper him, for he accuses the Jews of the very sin
he had himself committed.

“You denied Him,” he cried.“You denied the Holy and Righteous One” (&c3:14). O let us thank God

that the sins of the past are blotted out, and let us never grieve Him by spoiling the present by
reproaching ourselves for the sad past. “Looking unto Jesus” must be our attitude. “Forgetting the things
that are behind;... press on toward the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13).

THERE IS THE FUTURE

2. Are we willing to leave that entirely in God’s hands? Many people seem to think that God will take
advantage of them! That if they agree to ghal God’s wishes, God will make them miserable. They
cannot trust God to fill their lives with jeyso they seek their pleasures from the world, and sometimes
from deliberate sin.

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “These things have | spoken untthgoMy joy might remain in

you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11). What things had He been speaking about? Why, just
abiding in Christ and keeping His commandments. Hisfdhe very joy of God! Could we desire
anything more than that better ttan that? Of course, if He dwells in us, and lives His life in us, we have
His joy.

FROM TONIGHT, LORD

A wayward little boy climbed onto his father’s knees one evening and said, “Father, from tonight I'm
going to do all you ask of me.” How did the fatheta®did he think to himself, “Now | have that boy in

my power. Now | have the chance of making his life miserable!” It is unthinkable. He drew the laddie
closer to him and silently vowed he would do everything in his power to make that boy happy.

Is a God & Love going to take advantage of us, if we surrender our all to Him? Will He deign to remain

in our debt? Remember, God has not only the will, but the power to make us supremely happy. There are
our future plans. Does not God know what is best for us?hoet unwilling believers often are to trust

Him to do what is best.
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When addressing a party of missionary’s home on furlough last summer, the writer was struck by the
miserable face of an elderly man. “Why is he so miserable?” “Oh,” replied the chairrhanphgs to

return to China to die in harness, but the committee refused to allow him to go back.” A devoted servant
of God—yet unwilling to leave his future in God’s hands. The result was not fullness efpap misery.

We might well pray, as one dear saidid, “Oh, God! do not let anyone here be afraid of Thee.”

Are you afraid of God?Yes—if you know of anything you are not willing to give up, should God show
you that it was His will you should do so.

God knows, He loves, He cares;
Nothing this truthcan dim;

He does the very best for those
Who leave the choice to Him.

THEN THERE IS THE PRESENT

3. How will this be affected? All unlove, bitterness, irritability, pride, jealousy, resentment, censoriogsness
all must go, really go. An active lady workeaid to the writer, “That's easy enough for me, for | haven't
an enemy in the world!” The next day she was limping. “I've fallen down,” she explained. “I saw that
horrid Miss K--- coming along and | didn’t want to acknowledge her, and in looking therowteey, |
slipped off the curb and fell in the gutter!”
Now we may be sure that if there is anyone against whom we harbour any ill feeling or
resentment, or “owe a grudge” anyone to whom we could not show Christian love and
kindliness—we are not living he Victorious Life. Dr. Schofield once said, “If you have a sin in
your life which you cannot let go, bring it to Jesus and let Him Kill it.” It may be some habit
which others regard as harmless.
“Whenever you talk of surrender,” said a man to the writleaJways think of my pipe.” Not a
word had been said about smokirfput the pipe went.Forgive this remark-it is true or it
would not be recorded here: You will find very few fully surrendered Christians whose
consciences allow them to smoke.
One word ofwarning: Do not allow any fear of the future to rob you of present victory. “I've
surrendered all to Christ,” said a missionary at Keswick last summer, “And | am so happy. But
I'm fearful what will happen when | get home.” Do you see, the future was rallyre
surrendered.
Dr. A. T. Pierson in his last address at Mildmay said, “Believe me as a dying man, no one ever
obtained as much as he might have obtained from God.” Why? Because God cannot give all He
would until we surrender all we haveand are. If pu find any difficulty in this matterthen
just surrender your surrender to the Lord Jesus.

NOW IS THE DAY OF VICTORY

The present is the time for Victory. Let your aim ever be to glorify the Lord Jesus now. So many
Christians let present opportunities sy unused, because their minds are fixed upon something they
are going to do TOMORROW or next Sunday. School yourself to live in the present. How can Christ
Jesus manifest forth His gloryHimself through me todaynow, this very moment?

Perhaps the secreff Victory in Christ lies just here. God gives needed grace just when it is needed.
“Have you dying grace?” a lady, asked Charles Spurgeon. “No, madam, and | do not wantibudw
praise God, | have living grace,” was his reply.

Surrender. Let go. Then &k to Christ in faith. Let GOD--.

Ask the Lord Jesus Christ to crucify you and to give you His Resurrection Life. In that
delightful little book, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life”, there is a chapter on

“HOW TO ENTER IN”

The way suggested is to @y, “Lord Jesus, | believe that You are able and willing to deliver me from all
the care and unrest and sin of my Christian life. You died to set me free, not only in the future, but here
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and now. | believe that You are stronger than sin and can keepaneyfrelding to it. Lord, | am going

to trust You to keep me. | have tried keeping myself and have failed grievously. | am also helpless. So
now | will trust You. | give myself to You. | keep nothing back. ... And now ...| AM YOURS.

“I believe that YOU will a&cept this poor, weak, foolish heart; and that it has been taken possession of by
You; and that You have at this moment begun to work in me to will and to do of Your good pleasure. |
trust You utterly, | trust You now.”

But be careful to remember that sender is not simply making a promise to God to forsake sin and
always to do His will. That would be living under the Law. Surrender is just turning over to God all that
we are and have, FOR HIM TO DO WITH US whatever He wishes. Surrendered Christianfteme o
defeated, because they think they can carry out their good resolutions by God’s help. No! Just hand
yourself over to God, and then trust Christ to do His part. “He is able to keep.”

It is not our surrender that gives us the victory. It is not evenfaiuth! It is CHRIST HIMSELF—the
Faithful One.

Surrender and trust, and Christ will never fail you.

CHAPTER NINE: REAL VICTORY AND FALSE-REAL VICTORY AND ITS
COUNTERFEIT

The Victorious Life is simply a life fully surrendered to God, with Christ dwellinghim and in
complete contro+a life in which the only desire is to bring glory to Jesus Christ. It is the only truly
happy life, yet Christians refuse to enter in, lest their lives should be made miserable!

THE JOY OF PERFECT TRUST

But is it a life filledwith “crosses”? That is the idea that many Christians katteat where there is the
choice between things agreeable and disagreeable, the unpleasant one must, of course, be chosen! Can
we find anything of this in the Bible?

Paul is never tired of talking @it the wonderful joy in his life."Rejoice evermore!”“In everything

give thanks.” Yet what hardship and bitter persecution were his lot! If you love God and fully trust Him,
the place in which you are is the happiest place in which you can possibbnbethe work you are doing

is the very best for youOf course, God may move you elsewhere or give you other work. That can be
left to Him. But let Him be glorified in us NOW.

Crosses? Nowhere in the Bible do we read of crosses. Yet when our plans sag apthe weather
“spoils” our day, or sickness or bereavement alters our prospects, we are apt to say sadly (or cheerfully),
“Well, | suppose this is my cross for today.l't may not be murmuring, but merely what we call
“resignation.” There should beonsuch word as “resignation” in the vocabulary of the Christian. If God
has complete control over us, nothing can happen contrary to His will. And is not His will the very best
for us? Instead of resignation there should be glad acceptance. The feelong béarts should ever be,

“I delight to do Thy will, O my God!” (Psalm 40:8). There can be no such thing as disappointment in the
life of a man really living the Victorious Life. “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me,” (John
4:34) said our LordCan we say the same?

When we are transformed by the renewing of our mind, we shall prove every day that God’s will is good
and perfect; shall it not therefore be acceptable? (Romans 1Haw eagerly, how joyfully we should
embrace it! Believers are notwere called upon to bear crosses.

TAKING UP THE CROSS

We know, however, that Jesus Christ said: “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24); “Whosoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:27). It is, then, our duty to take up the cross, but not to carry
crosses. There is one cross for every one and for every day.

If you had seen a man in our Lord’'s day carrying a cross, you would know that it meant death to
someone— probably for the man himself. The cross is always a sign of death. Before anyone can really
follow Christ—really be a disciple, that is, a learrehe must be dead with Christ and risen with Him.
That is what Paul meant when he said, “l have bemrutified with Christ: yet | live, yet no longer I, but
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Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20)Someone has said, “It is one thing to be saved from the penalty of
sin; it is another thing to follow Christ.”

Dr. Griffith Thomas says that some Christians arenstrosities. They are no more like Christ twenty
years after their conversion than they were when they began the Christian life. They are not “learning” of
Him. They have not taken up the cross: have not been crucified with Christ. “The taking up afotdse

is the end of crosses and the beginning of discipleship,” said Mr. C. G. Trumbull.

Do let us get hold of this fact: that our Lord wishes us always to be full ofjalays, everywhere,
under all circumstances.

A gloomy, miserablelooking Christian sood outside a mission. “Will you come into our service
tonight?” he asked of a passby. The stranger gave him one swift glance, and replied (as he hurried
off), “No, thank you! I've troubles enough of my own!” Are we surprised?

A life of Victory is a life of Trust; and must be always full of Joy. Such a life glorifies Christ.

WHAT REAL VICTORY MEANS

But let us be quite clear as to what the Victorious Life is. For the devil does all he can to entice us to
accept a counterfeit Victorrthat is, a “victory’which we think we are getting ourselves by our own
efforts.

Take the question of bad temper or irritability. Many Christians pride themselves on the fact that they
exercise such seléontrol that their temper “never gets the better of them.” By this thegmthat they

never SHOW it. Now the Victorious Life is not one which merely makes our outward actions right. It is

a life, which gives victory in the inner realm of the heart, so that our very desires are right. To want to do
wrongful things and to resain from doing them is not real victory. The wonderful thing is that God takes
the “want to” out of our very hearts, and we long only to do His will.

No doubt most of our readers have heard the story of the old Quaker lady who apparently never lost her
temper. Under the most trying circumstances she was quite unruffled. A friend once commented on this,
and said to her, “l cannot for the life of me understand how you always keep so delightfully swagt.

if the things happened to me which happen to yloshould just boil over with rage; but YOU never do.”

The old Quaker lady quietly replied, “Perhaps | do not boil over, my dear, but thou dost not know what
boiling is going on inside.” Now that is not victory. There is no victory in keeping our sinfdinfige

from expressing themselves. We may do that simply because we are ashamed to let others know how
sinful we are. Moreover, it does not require the grace of God to enable a man to hide his temper. A shop
assistant in a drapery establishment will do taHtday long-- or he might lose his job. A business man

will do it to get an order. A “gentleman” will do it to avoid “bad form.” A Society lady does it for social
reasons. But this is not the Victorious Life.

WHEN THE MIRACLE HAPPENS

An American speaketells the following story to illustrate real victory. A lady missionary who had
surrendered all to Christ but had never looked to Him for complete victory, found her temper not
improved by the Tropics. She was much distressed about her failures, andrihggles against them
seemed in vain. However, a friend showed her that there was victory through simple faith in Christ, and
she claimed this victory as a gift from GodVriting to this friend some time afterwards, she told of the
wonderful thing that h& happened in her spiritual life. “I wanted to write to you at first, but | was afraid

it would not last,” said she. “But it has lasted. Do you know that for three months not only have | not
once slammed the door in the face of any of these stupid Inddarasts that used to get on my nerves

so, butl have not wanted te-not once.” Now that is victory.

We must recognise it as a miracl&lo good resolutions, no will power, can alter our likes and dislikes.
But God can. He can take away from us all desiréaocsinful things.

Bad temper is not the only sin of Christian people, and many Christians have the sweetest of dispositions.
The best test of all is in the matter of love. Do we love our “enemtaédibse who despitefully use us or
persecute us”Do we nevetheless love them? “If you want him to love you, you must knock him down,”
said a worker to the writer, speaking about a friend. What is your first feeling when men injure you or
oppose you? Is it a spontaneous outflowing of love towards them? Or dorstefifid it necessary to

shoot up an urgent, earnest prayer that we MAY love them, and may not feel resentment? Do we eagerly
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welcome opposition, unkindness, rudeness, discourtesy (and suchlike) towards us, as opportunities of
showing that the love of Chst is filling our hearts? It is in small matters that we are tested.

UNDER THE LOVE OF CHRIST

How often we hear earnest Christian people saying, “I cannot love the unlovable.” No; it is humanly
impossible for human love to do this. We cannot make ourselege another. Human love is kindled
only by what it thinks is loveable. The love of GeChrist's love—embraces all and sees everyone to

be loveable. When Christ dwells richly in our hearts, we shall love even our enemies. There is victory
when “the loveof God is shed abroad in our hearts” (Romans 5:5), to the expulsion of all urlidwen

and then only. There we have a definition of real victory.

FACTS THAT HELP LOVE

At first such a thing seems beyond our highest hopes. Many regard it as an impossBlityis to man.

But with God this thing is possible. It is a miracle, and God works miracles every day. FEHostian,

do not give up the idea of living the Victorious Life because it seems impossible to you. Just yield
yourself to Christ, and trustikh to work in you both to will and to do His good pleasure (Philippians
2:13).

Many reply that their faith is not strong enough. Why, faith the size of a grain of mustard seed is enough
if you will exercise it. May we give you two FACTS to help your loweddaith?

Remember that:--

The Lord Jesus dearly loves all those whom we might regard as unlovable: loves them every bit as much
as He loves us. Can we not see them with the eyes of Christ?

“Do not be afraid of me, mum,” said a filthy, wildokingtramp to a lady who crossed the road

to avoid meeting him. “Do not be afraid of me, mum. My mother was a womédnd’ not
refuse to love me,” the unlovable might exclaim. “The Lord Jesus LOVES ME.”

The most unlovable persenAthe most loathsome and relgive creature- becomes loveable even in
OUR eyes when the love of God is shed abroad in HIS heart. If you really want to love him, pray
earnestly for him and try to save his soul. If he is a Christidut “nastily saved,” as the Lancashire man

put it—pray that he may get the Victorious Life; send him this book and continue in prayer. The writer
has had the joy of pointing to Christ as their Saviour most revolting men and women, in whom every
vestige of beauty appeared to be stamped out by drunkennessi@ndHe has met them a week after,

new creatures in Christ Jesus. A miraculous transformation has taken place in an incredibly short time. Is
he—she— unlovable in your eyes? Then just think what that one may become when the love of God
reaches him or her.

LIBERATING THE ANGEL

Michael Angelo lingered before a rough block of marble so long that his companion remonstrated. In
reply, Michael Angelo said with enthusiasm, “There’s an angel in that block and I'm going to liberate
him!” Ah, what unbounding love wwld manifest itself in us towards the most unlovablehe most
vile—if only we saw what they might become, and in our enthusiasm for souls we cried out, “There’s the
image of Christ-marred, scarred, wehigh obliterated-in that dear fellow, and I'm goingptmake that

man conscious of it.”

A fable declares that a gallant prince kissed a serpent and it became a lovely princess. Fact shows us that
when “kissed” by love, the vilest may become beautiful; the “serpent” become a saint.

“What are the outward and sible signs of the Victorious Life?” asked a young evangelist of the writer.
The answer to that question would describe real victory. Briefly we would say. Everything contrary to
love is expelled from the heart and life. Read the closing words of ChaptereT and you will see what
Divine LOVE can de—or rather, what LOVE DOES in scores and hundreds of lives. It drives out
impatience, unkindness, jealousy, envy, boasting,-asKertion, pride, folly, selfishness, saléeking,
anger, irritability, bad temer, fretfulness, malice, uncharitable remarks, complaining, censoriousness,
despair, anxiety, despondency, backbiting, repeating damaging information even if it is true. ALL
THESE WE CALL RESPECTABLE SINS-or ever refuse to regard them as sins at all! Gethtus!
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So long as any of theseeven one of theseremains, there is no victory for us. When a fully
surrendered Christian looks in simple faith to Christ and asks Him to fill the whole heart, HE, CHRIST,
who is love, “perfect love,” banishes every onetbEése vile “respectable” sins, which we have been
regarding as LITTLE sins, but which mar our work and hinder our usefulness. Are we willing to allow
the Lord Jesus to do this for us?
CHAPTER TEN: THIS LIFE IS A GIFT

THE VICTORIOUS LIFE IS ALL A GIFT RECEVED IN FAITH

AND IS NOT OBTAINED BY STRIVING AND STRUGGLING.
This victorious life is a GIFT and is not to be secured by any struggling or striving on our part. It is not a
thing to be attained to by long and laborious effort. It is not a thing we can mpactually by growing
more and more like Christ. This must be clearly seen.
All life comes as a gift. Our physical lifewe just receive it. Our spiritual life is “the gift of God”
(Romans 6:23). The life “more abundant” is a gift. We cannot receive aGRADUALLY. There may
be hesitation or delay in taking it, there may be a struggle before we are willing to receive it. But a gift is
accepted not gradually, but in a moment. It is obtained not attained.
The Victorious Life, then, can be received by a dé@nact. There is, of course, a “growth in grace” in
the man who is wholly sanctifieda going on to perfection as his capacity increases.
But “this life is in His Son” (1_John 5:11). When we accept the Son as the Lord of all our being, we
receive (as a gt) the LIFE. It is something God does for-«+dN US. There is, however, often a long
struggle before surrender. Many a Christian has a terrific struggle before he is willing to yield himself
wholly to Christ.
But this is before the Victorious Life begin¥ictory begins only when struggling ceases. The moment
you surrender yourself entirely to Christ and look to Him in faith to dwell in your entire heart, that
moment He comes and takes control of you.

TAKING CHRIST AT HIS WORD

This indwelling is quite indepndent of any feeling on your parit is independent of any ideas of your
own as to how He should manifest His presence. You must just take Him at His word and rest upon
that—not upon any feeling. You may feel a wonderful thrill of joy. You may feel mghunusual. Can

you trust His promise?

Every Christian has to decide whether he will be wholly consecrated to God, or whether he will remain
content to live the Christian life on a low levewhich is ALWAYS a powerless one, and a perilous one.

THE CRISISAND THE PROCESS

This DECISION FOR HOLINESS is a crisis in a Christian’s life. With it comes an instantaneous
revelation of God to him, that Christ can be all in all; that Christ can and does give Victory over all
known sin: not gradually but INSTANTANEOUS/. “Having therefore these promises let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and spirit perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lonr%" (2
Corinthians 7:1). The tense in the Greek shows that this is done at once as a definite and detisive
This is the CRISIS of sanctification.

But after this definite step of wholbearted dedication of one’s self to God, there comes albfg
process of sanctificatiofa going on from strength to strength, from glory to glory. A PROCESS under
which the believer becomes more and more conformed to the life and character of Christ.

WHERE MANY BLUNDER

We have dwelt long on this point because the mistake the writer made (and which many of his readers
have probably made) was to try to experience the proaeisisout first experiencing the crisis of
sanctification. There is littke-if any—growth in grace until we have claimed by surrender and faith the
“life that is Christ.” Have you experienced the crisis? Have you obeyed the command, “Sanctify in your
hearts Qirist as Lord”? (1_Peter 3:15.) Christ is in the heart of every believer as “JES8&Viour. But

is He indeed Lord? It is not a question ofagenversion, it is just a question of recognising the indwelling
Christ as Master in His own housemy heart.
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Remenber, however, that surrender alone, that is, “decision,” is not enough. That is only our part in

giving up all hindrances to blessing. If surrender sufficed, then we should make sanctification to be a
mere act of the WILL. We are neither saved nor sanetifoy what we give up, but by what we receive.

It is “the very God of peace Who sanctifies us wholly.” After surrendering ourselves, we must look to

Christ to crucify us and to raise us from the death to sin to live the resurrection life.

Let go—surrender:ithen “let God” do His part. But God will not allow any effort or struggle on your part

to help Him. Salvation is entirely a gift of God: entirely of grace.

Now salvation is a threefold work: Past, Present and Future. Justification, sanctification aifidation.

ETERNAL LIFE A GIFT

And it is all by faith. You cannot earn, or get, any part of it by your own efforts or struggles. “For by
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, that
no man $ould glory” (Ephesians 2:8. See Romans 11:6). Paul goes even further than thYe are
severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by the law” (i.e., effort) (Galatians 5:4). When a man
accepts Christ as a Saviour from the penalty of sin, he ledrasChrist’s forgiveness is absolutely and
entirely through faith. Sorrow for sin, good resolutions, and tears, often accompany repentance. But
repentance does not save a man. We have to leave that to Clustification is entirely the work of
Christ; and faith in Him secures this salvation. We can do nothing whatever to gain or merit it. We accept
it as a gift.

When Christ shall come again, we shall be glorified. This is the future of salvation. In this work of
glorification, we know we can do absdaély nothing. It is all of Christ.

LIFE MORE ABUNDANT—A GIFT

What about the present? That is, our sanctification (which is first a crisis and then a process). We have
called this the Victorious Life. When we claim it by faith, there is the crisis. Whefhiweeit day by day,

there is the process.

Our Blessed Saviour justified us, and will glorify us by His own power entirely. Does He need or
demand our help in the matter of sanctification? How much will our struggling and striving or agonising
avail againstthe devil? Absolutely nothing. He is far stronger than we ab®@es Christ, the Almighty
Saviour, need my struggles to assist Him? Remember that our weakness will never be made Atrong.
dear Christian lady in an address on this subject said, “IS roCtiristian life a long struggle? But thank

God He gives us power to struggle!” Exactly the reverse is true. While we struggle, He cannot help us as
He would, we limit and restrain His power.

The Victorious Life is simply salvation in the present; andsalvation is entirely of grace entirely of
Christ—a GIFT. “As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, SO walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6).
How did we receive Him? By simple faithHow are we to walk in Him; that is, live a Victorious Life?

By simple FAITH. “If we live by the Spirit (i.e., eternal life is ours as a gift by the power of the Spirit),

by the Spirit let us also walk” (Galatians 5:25). Do get hold of this truth: we may not, cannot in the
smallest degree, share with Christ the work of accdaiphg any part of our salvation. Yet so many of

us imagine that in the matter of sanctification we must “paddle our own canoe.”

TRUST, NOT STRUGGLE

Blaze it out in letters of fire, that Christ can, and will, save us from the power of sin every day agd eve
hour without struggling, striving and agonising. If you struggle, you do not trust.

Have not most of us learned from our own experience how useless our struggles are? Some besetting sin
gets the better of us. How we struggle against it! How we agomiggayer over it—even “standing on

the promises of God” as we think. Yet we get up from our knees only to fall again and again into sin!
Christ’s promises cannot give us power. Even faith cannot save us. Only Jesus Christ can do it.

Are we willing to lookto Him and trust Him to conquer our sin for us? He has conquered sin and Satan.
HE—the Conquero+ris willing to come and fill our hearts and be OUR LIFE. “Sin shall NOT have
dominion over you,” says God’'s Word (Romans 6:14). We may be “more than conquerard”by
struggling, but entirely “through HIM that loved us” (Romans 8:37). What does it mean? Not only that
the besetting sin will be conqueretcbut the very DESIRE to sin will be taken away.
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Only Christ can do this. It is a wonderful MIRACLE. Some of wé proved this.

A well-known character in London has recently passed to the life beyond the grave. He was a notorious
drunkard, but marvellously saved by Christ. For weeks after his conversion he had an intense desire to
drink coming upon him with almostverwhelming power. He fought and struggled against the
temptation. Although an untutored man, he felt that God had a better way than this. Kneeling in a field in
North London, he cried out, “O God, can’t you make a better job of me than this?” And Gortattook

away all desire to drink and the craving never returned.

The saintly Bishop Moule confessed in an address to confirmation candidates that a severe and terrible
temptation assailed him in the street. He added, “l stopped dead and said quickly Spioit, come it.’

Then | said to myself, ‘The evil spirit, who is strong, is here. But | have the Holy Spirit, Who is
Almighty, and | can leave Him to deal with the temptation.”

Christ does not give us power apart from Himself. “All power is given UMME' said Christ. “And Lo! |

am WITH YOU all the days” (Matthew 28:18,20).

“For if while we were yet enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more
being reconciled shall we BE SAVED BY HIS LIFE” (Romans 5:16i)e., by the livhg Christ living in

us. He will keep us safe from the power of sin, if we will let Him. Christ can do this. He will do it. He
does it in every life that trusts Him to do it.

SELFEFFORT MEANS FAILURE

We have proved by our own experience that we cannotdiad dy selfeffort. Stop trying to be good.
Stop struggling, and let the Saviour do the great work for you. He came “to save His people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). We can reckon on Him. “The promise is to him that worketh not, but believeth”
(Romans4:5). “It is GOD that worketh in you both to will and to do” (Philippians 2:13).

“My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
Dear Christian, is your most urgent NEED just deliverance from thikilbgin? How you have struggled
and agonised! Yet the supply is IN YOU!

“Ah,” you cry, “but you do not know how weak | am.” Nebut we thank God for your weakness. “My
grace is sufficient for you-for My POWER is made perfect in weakness'mz.'z:orinthians 129). Your
weakness, which has been your lament, shall be your highest glory.

“Most gladly therefore will | glory in my weakness, that the power of Christ may cover m'%d’ (2
Corinthians 12:9). We can be kept ONLY “by the power of God through faitﬁt’F(&'er 1:5). “Thanks

be unto God which giveth us the Victory through our Lord Jesus Chris?{’O(drinthians 15:57).

PRESSING TOWARDS THE GOAL

Does this mean, then, that we need do nothing but sit down and sing ps&ars?ar from it! We have

been speakingnly of the matter of our own personal salvatiepast, present, future. ALL of this must

be accepted as a gift. But when Christ comes into the heart, He comes with power. “Ye shall be endued
with power [Greek: DYNAMIS, like “dynamite” or “dynamo”] from ohigh” (Luke 24:49). Power is a

thing which makes itself felt. “Woe is unto me if | preach not the Gospel!” (1_Corinthians 9:16) says
Paul, whose teaching we have given above.

“We cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard” (Acts 4:3®jugglingand agonising play

no part in our personal salvation. They merely hinder and hamper it. But we are in the midst of a wicked
generation. The devil is strongly entrenched in the lives of men and women around us. They encourage
temptation and welcome it. Tiefind their greatest enjoyment in sin. They do not want to conquer sin.

So Paul, who declares that salvation is all of faith, also warns us that we have a fight to wage, a race to
win, a wrestling to engage in. “The God of peace shall bruise Satan” says: Bbut it is
_under_OUR_FEET_ (Romans 16:20). The enemy’s Conqueror working in you will make the struggle
short and decisive. He Who made peace FOR you, works peace IN you. All our powers of body, soul and
mind are to be brought to bear upon this gresskt In this “race” Paul presses on towards “the goal for

the prize of the upward calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). What IS this prize? Certainly
not forgiveness of sin, or power over temptation, or the gift of eternal life. The “rurhrees”already laid

aside “every weight and sin” (Hebrews 12:1), or he would not be in the race at all. No! The “prize” is not
eternal life—that is a gift. The race, the fight, the wrestling (against the rulers of the darkness of this
world -- Ephesians 6:1Ris what we experience when we are felloworkers with Christ, who came to
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destroy the works of the devil. (See Galatians 52119for some of them.) Never forget that even in all
this outward activity, it is fruitful only as Christ inspires IT and empaw#iS.

OUR LORD’S EXAMPLE

Our Lord Himself “strove” in this way. He it was Who resisted unto blood, striving against sin (Hebrews
12:4). But HE had not to struggle against any inward desire or any temptation taH&rdid not find it

hard to be good.

To sum up—there may be fierce conflicts in a Christian man’s heart before he is willing to surrender
himself entirely to Christ. And there IS a great conflict to be waged against the devil, in our efforts to
snatch others out of his bondage. But the Victoridife, as it concerns our own souls, in one free from

all struggle. “He is able to keep.”

When the writer was a boy, he spent much time walking on stilts. He gained considerable freedom in
their use. But although he “walked” it required constant effortd aometimes struggle, to keep from
falling. A little thing brought collapse. Contact with anyone usually meant a fall. That is a picture of the
“walk” of many a Christian. Effort, struggle, slow progress, constant falls and new starts, and an almost
total inability to help anyone else.

It is an unnatural “walk.” Claim the Victorious Life Victory through the Indwelling Christ and the
Christian walk will be found as easy as “walking on our feet.”

Some sheHshocked soldiers with normal limbs believe thatyhee unable to walkand they cannot.

The skilful physician makes them BELIEVE they can walland they do. The power of Christ to “walk

by faith” is at our disposal. Can we not trust Him?

A little girl of 13 was asked what difference the Victorious Life me#&o her in times of temptation.
After a little pause she replied, “Before | saw this truth, | used to argue with the tempter, and he usually
got the better of me. But now, when he knocks at the door of my heart, | say, ‘Lord Jesus, will you
answer the dor for me?’ And when Satan sees the Lord Jesus within, he says, ‘I'm sorry; | think I've
come to the wrong house*and he flees.”

HOW THE VICTORY COMES

And what is true of our Victory over temptation through Christ alone is also true of the warfare we wage
with the “works of the devil” around us. It is Christand not we ourselvesWho wins the Victory.

“What do you consider the most dangerous heresy of today?” was a question asked of the Editor of the
Sunday School TimesHe passed by Christian Science, spam, higher criticism and other “isms,” and

gave this answer:

“The most dangerous heresy is the emphasis that is being given by professing Christiahatome do

for God, instead of orwhat God does for u%

In our work for the Master let us remembeérat it is not we who are doing His work, but HE Who is
working through us. This being so, every Christian who is living the Victorious Life will be much in
prayer and in communion with God over the pages of His Holy Word.

Before we bring this chapter todose we ought just to ask what effect the Victorious Life in us will
have on others. So far, we have been dealing with ourselves. If we stopped there, we should still exclaim,
“It's worth having.” But we are saved to serve. And every one of the manyrkedent to the writer
asking for help has come from Christians; from men and women trying to work for Christ, yet not
equipped for service.

Dr. Temple, the new Bishop of Manchester, said at his enthronement, a few weeks ago, “Remember that
the converting pwer of the Church does not depend chiefly on the eloquence of its preachers, or the
perfection of its organisation. It depends on the degree in which men see in the lives of Christians the
evidence of the power of the love of Christ.” That is it. And wheen see that “the love of Christ shed
abroad in our hearts” has such power that it has killed those sins in us, which were so distressing to our
friends, then they begin to think.

LOVE, THE CONQUEROR

No one is beyond the reach of lov8.he power of Divire Love is infinite. In the days of the American
war, there lived at Ephrata, a plain Baptist minister, Peter Miller, who enjoyed the friendship of
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Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael Wittman, anrmuilded man who did all in his
power toabuse and oppose that minister. But Michael Wittman was involved in treason and was arrested,
and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole seventy miles to
Philadelphia that he might plead for that man’s life! He wds#ted into Washington’s presence and
begged the life of the traitor. “No, Peter,” said Washington, “I cannot grant you the life of your friend.”
“My friend!” exclaimed the preacher, “he is the bitterest enemy | hav8Nhat?” cried Washington.

“You have walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. |
will grant the pardon.” And he did. And Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of
death, back to his own home in Ephratdut he went no longeas an enemy but as a friend. And so it
came to pass that LOVE brought a reviler from the foot of the gallows to the foot of the cross.

Christian worker, listen! Are you getting the success you would like to see in your work for Christ? Are
you getting ANY apparent success? If not, is it not worthwhHéor your own sake, for your work’s

sake, for the Saviour’s sake, for lost sinners’ sale enter the life of Victory?

Surrender: Faith: Taking: Praising the Giver.

CHAPTER ELEVEN: NOT SINLESS PERFECTION

HOW THE DEVIL USES THE BOGEY OF “SINLESS PERFECTION”
TO SCARE AWAY MANY SINCERE
SOULS FROM SEEKING A LIFE OF HOLINESS
Have we really grasped the fact that the Victorious Life is a gift from God? We may think of it as “the
fullness of the Holy Spirit,” or we mathink of it as Jesus Christ dwelling in the heart. Personally, the
writer finds the greatest help from the fact of the indwelling Christ, and the consciousness of this
indwelling.
After all, the Holy Spirit’s chief work is to take of the things of Chriahd show them to us.

HOW TO GET A GIFT

But however we may regard it, the Victorious Life is a gift. “If ye being evil know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?”
“If thou knewest the gift of God,” said our Lord to a sinful woman, “and Who it is that saith to thee,
‘Give Me to drink,’ thou wouldest have asked of Him and He would have given thee living water” (John
4:10).

Now what must | do to secure a gift? Just také &. gift is offered me for the asking, will it

please the giver if, instead of taking the gift, | spend long weeks, or months, or years begging
and praying and agonising for it?

Would it give pleasure to a father and mother if their children sat upightragonising in prayer for the
Christmas gift they had promised to give them?

If they did such a thing, their “agonising” would have absolutely nothing to do with their receiving the
gifts. One could well imagine the distressed father telling his childteat if they didn't cease their
petitions and get to bed and trust him, they should get no gifts at all!

Jesus Christ is the great Christmas Day Gift. “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable d‘ﬂ‘t (2
Corinthians 9:15).That gift is ours. Someone haaid, “Our Lord wants our lives on earth to be one long
Christmas Day of receiving His gift of Himself as our victory.”

We do not need to “agonise” about it; we do not need to work foPitovided we are wholly surrendered

to God, we have simply to “recee,” “take” the Gift of Christ Himself.

But did not Jesus Christ tell His disciples “to tarry in Jerusalem until [they were] endued with power
from on high”? Yes, He did. “Wait,” said He, “for the promise of the Father.”

But that was before Pentecost.

READY FOR OUR ACCEPTANCE

We never hear of the disciples after Pentecost telling believers to “wait” for this gift. In fact, we read in
the 1d" chapter of the Acts that the gift of the Holy Spirit fell upon “all them that heard the word,” while
St. Peter was gt speaking to the household of Cornelius, although none of them was yet baptised. The
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Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles without delay, on simple faith in Jesus Christ. There is no need today
to wait at all. If we fulfil the conditions, we can claim thdtgi

The earliest disciples did not at first appreciate the value and necessity of this gift. Our Lord seems to
have told “more than 500 brethren” to “tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed with power from on high.”
Yet only 120 obeyed the command, asdnsequently only 120 received the gifts on the day of
Pentecost-the gift meant for all.

Let us today make no mistake about this. Our Lord is longing to fill every believer with His Holy Spirit.
Christ is desirous of dwelling in our entire hearts by faiduot until we have surrendered our wills to

Him and have yielded our bodies to Him as well as our souls can He fill us with Himself.

This is what Paul means when he prays “that He would grant you to be strengthened by His Spirit with
power penetrating togur inmost being” (Ephesians 3:16, Weymouth). “That ye may be filled unto all
the fulness of God” (Eph. 3:19)5till we all attain unto the measure... of the fullness of Christ” (4:13),
“the fullness of Him that filleth all in all” (1:23).

CHRIST IN HIS RULLNESS

It is very wonderful that He should be willing to come. But it is a glorious thing that He should be
willing to take absolute responsibility in our lives, because He cannot make a mistake, and He cannot
fail.

It seems incredible that any believeraaild refuse such a gift. Again we urge yeueceive Him in His
fullness by faith. Do not wait for or expect any “thrill,” any “ecstasy.” You may feel one, and you may
not. But take Christ at His word, and believe that He has come into your heart to béifgodrhen rely

upon Him to supply all your need.

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My voice and open the door, | will come in to
him” (Revelation 3:20).

Bear in mind that Christ is already in the heart of every believeven in theheart of one who is only
following afar off. But in so many cases He is not filling the WHOLE heart. He has only partial
possession; He has not complete control. There are often chambers of the heart which are shut against
Him. And not only closed, but wih a lodger within, and that lodger a burglar waiting his time to gain
entrance to other rooms within. “If any man... open the door.”

We Christians sometimes sing:

“O Jesu, Thou art standing

Outside the fast closed door,

In lowly patience waiting

To pas the threshold o’er:

Shame on us, CHRISTIAN brothers,

His name and sign who bear:

Oh, shame-thrice shame upon us,

To keep Him standing there.”

And with the great majority of believers this is true of some part of the heart.

But it isn’t so much the “shmae” as the utter folly of it. For we know that He wishes to gain access to the
whole of our hearts simply to bring richest blessing.

Paul implores the Roman Christians, “Yield yourselves unto God.” He himself did so, and “heard His
voice,” with no closed dor betweer-words unutterable; he felt joy unspeakable and full of glory, and
in the fullness of his heart he cries, “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.”

TEMPTATION AND FAILURE

“Is it possible to lose the Victorious Life?” is a question oftesked. Indeed, it is possibleTemptation

will certainly come, and failure may occur. A great Christian leader of men told the writer, a few days
ago, how he had sometimes temporarily lost the victory. “But,” said he, “whenever I've failed, it has
always teen through the sin of worrying.” Yet there NEED be no failuMe have a perfect Saviour.
When we look back upon a break in this wonderful communion with Christ, we shall always have to
confess that the failure need not have occurred.

SINLESS PERFECTION?
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There are many saintly souls who openly declare that they never sin. They claim sinless perfection. They
also claim that St. John teaches such a thing.

“We know that whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not, but He that was begotten of God (i.e., Jesus
Christ) keepeth him, and the evil one toucheth him not” (1_John 5:18Jhosoever is begotten of God

doeth no sin, because His seed (Jesus Christ ) abideth in Him, and he cannot sin, because he is begotten
of God” (1_John 3:9).

These statements refer not $ingle acts of sin, but to habitual sin. The tense used in the Greek does not
imply that he cannot commit one definite act of sin, but that he cannot continue sinning; he cannot make

a practice of sinning, or frequently repeat acts of sin; it is not hisithto sin. John is here speaking of

known and voluntary sins, not of sins of infirmity or the falling short of the glory of God.

TENDENCY OR POSSIBILITY

Any man can sin. Any man can tell a lie. But we know what we mean when we say “An honest man
cannotlie.” We do not accuse George Washington of untruth when he declared “I cannot tell a lie!”
Every sin is against a good man’s nature. We say the “wood cannot sink.” this is true. The tendency of
wood is always to float. Yet there is always the possibibfyits sinking. The hand of a child may
submerge it; when sodden with water it will lie on the bottowihen the child releases it, it floats again.
When a man is living the victorious lifea life maintained and actually lived for him by the indwelling
Christ—there is no tendency to sinde desires always to do those things which are pleasing to God. But
there is always the awful possibility of his sinning. He may become absorbed in the “world;” he may
allow temptation to gain entrance and the hand of S8atpaon him may drag him down. So long,
however, as a man is fully surrendered to Christ and in full communion with Him, he cannot sin. But
such a life is a moment by moment victory through a moment by moment faith. At any time he can
partially withdraw hissurrender or break his communion.

IN THE FATHER'S HANDS

A railway coach attached to a moving locomotive cannot stop. But at any moment the coupling may
break and a stoppage ensue. Let us, however, repeat the statement that no man need commit any known
andvoluntary sin. “He is able to keep (guard) that which | have committed unto Hiffhé marginal
reading is, “He is able to guard that which He hath committed unto me” (2_Timothy 1:12).

Both statements are trdepraise be to God. “He is able to keep yoorfr stumbling” (Jude 24).

Moreover our Lord Himself says of His followers, “No man shall snatch them out of My hand” ... “And
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 1R938And it is evident that our
Saviour has made every provisidor guarding us lest we snatch ourselves out of His hand. The victory
over sin which is secured from faith in Christ is, however, a moment by moment victory, and we must
ever be “looking unto Jesus, the Beginner and Finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

But thanks be to God, it isn’t our “looking unto Jesus” that gives us the victory, but “His looking unto
us.” Peter could see the Lord despitefully used, and whilst looking at Him could curse and deny that he
knew Him. But when our Saviour “turned and ked upon Peter”, no further denial was possibMot

our faith, but His faithfulness, is our safeguard.

The indwelling Christ is more than equal to all emergencies. So long as we trust Him fully and obey His
smallest behestso long shall we continue in gtory. Why then should a man ever commit any
voluntary sin? And why are we surprised when a fully sanctified Christian man tells us he never sins
knowingly?

THE CAUSE OF FAILURE

The reason why even fully consecrated Christians are sometimes “overtakefauitais because the
majority of believers are not fully surrendered to the will of God. It would be safe to say that most
Christians think very little of such sins as pride, anger, irritability, impatience, jealousyseeking, un

love and suchlikelt is, therefore, such an easy thing for a man living the Victorious Life to fall into any
of these sins; so many of his felle@hristians do so unblushingly. And should he fall probably no one is
in the least surprised at it! Moreover, no one but a whalynctified man can reprove such a one, or he
will get the reply, “Physician, heal thyself,” or even be referred to the “beam” and the “mote.” In fact,
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only a “spiritual” man can help him. As St. Paul says, “If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual restore such a one” (Galatians 6:1).

Yet how easy it is to live the life of victory when in the company of wholly sanctified men and women!
Oh, that there were many more such!

Why are we surprised when a man says he has reached a state of “piatésstion”? Well, as a rule it is
perfectly obvious to anyone but himself that he has not reached such an iS8eaher or later he is
“overtaken in a fault.” A saintly Christian man was recently arguing this point at a big luncheon party,
and he claimd “sinless perfection” for himself. A fellow guest quietly said, whether in sincerity or as a
test | know not, “Forgive me for saying so, but | was thinking you were a little greedy over your food!”
“I've never yet been accused of greed over anythingasfed out the reply, “nor will | allow YOU to
accuse me!” The warmth with which the retort was made raised a smile on the faces of all who heard it;
practice and profession so evidently disagreed. This little story proves both the statements made above.
The “sinlessly perfect” man is sometimes irritable and angry, and when he is “overtaken in a fault” the
average Christian is both amused and pleased!

SINS OR “INFIRMITIES”

The writer has had the privilege of meeting believers who claim “sinless perfectiban Sat at a table

with one at every meal for a week. To be quite frank he must acknowledge that he saw no outward trace
of any sin. But this dear child of God took the writer to task in a kindly way for not preaching sinless
perfection. This led to a longhat on the subject. My critic declared that a violent temper had been
completely eradicated by the Lord Jesus. But he confessed to occasional feelings of impatience,
irritability, and unlove. “These, however, | regard as INFIRMITIES and not as sinajt $ie.

My experience is that when men who profess sinless perfection are tackled about it, they always maintain
that “little” things which WE call sins are only infirmities. Brothers, take your infirmities to Christ, and

let the “strength of Christ restpon you” (2_Corinthians 12:9).

Sometimes, alas! great harm is done to the cause of Christ by men professing “sinless perfection,” and
boasting about it, even while allowing things in their lives which give the lie to their profession.

One such came to aieénd of the writer to consult him on a business question. It was such an obvious
case of sharp practice, if not of downright dishonesty, that my friend said in surprise, “How does such an
act fit in with your profession of sinless perfection?Oh, busiress is business,” came the impatient
reply. “And | will have nothing to do with this piece of business, then,” answered my friend.

We have dealt at length on this point because the devil uses the bogey of “sinless perfection” to scare
away many sincere sibs from seeking a life of holiness.

Our position is just this: So long as a fully surrendered believer simply trusts the Lord Jesus to keep him
and to conquer his temptations for him, he need not commit wilful sin. It is, therefore, quite legitimate
andright and fitting that we should pray every morning, “Grant that this day we fall into no sin.”
“Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.” And Christ is able to keep us even from stumbling
(Jude 24, RV). And He does keep us just so long asrwst tHim to do so.

Yet at any moment we may fall into sin. It is a moment by moment victory. Many who read this will
gladly confess to have experienced this freedom from known sin for five minutes, for ten minutes, for an
hour, and for a much longer timB8ut we shall all sadly confess that at times we wilfully harbour a sinful
thought and sometimes even commit knowingly some sinful act, falling under some sudden temptation.
As we look back upon it, we are confident that we need not have sinned. It wa®Woumost grievous

fault.” Moreover, we find that the majority of such slips are due to unchristian acts or words of other
believers. They are more often due to the low level of spiritual life in fel@®wistians than to the
opposition of the world.

Do not condemn us, but claim victory for yourself and so raise the standard around us.

Claim victory for yourself, and show us by practical demonstration what a glorious life can be lived by
one who is wholly Christ’s.

CHAPTER TWELVE
THE PERILS OF THIS LIFE-SOME OF THE PERILS
THAT BESET A LIFE OF HOLINESS AND HOW
THEY MAY BE MET AND CONQUERED
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The Victorious Life is not something, which is obtained once for-alh summit reached from which
nothing can dislodge us. This victory is secured from moment to momeatrhomentby-moment faith.
There is constant victory for the believer so long as he trusts Christ entigald only so long.

The moment that simple faith is lost, that moment the victory over sin is broken. That is why our Lord
seems to sum up “sin” in thone word “unbelief.” “The Holy Spirit when He is come shall convict the
world of sin... of sin, because they believe not on Me” (John 16:8). And this is why St. John says, “This
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our FAITH (1_John 5:4).

Since then, there is no such thing as a offoe-all victory, it is evident that this life is beset with perils,
and we must be constantly on our guard. Or, to be strictly accurate, we must ever allow “the peace of
God to guard our hearts.” An earnest labogriman used to insist upon quoting that verse as “A piece of
God shall guard your hearts®and his idea was right. For it is the indwelling Christ, the Son of God,
Who does this for us.

THE ABIDING CHRIST

What are some of the dangers that beset a life dinlees? To be forewarned is to be forearmed. Nor
need we fear to face any danger. “For in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us” (Romans 8:37).

There is, first of ab—

1. SELFEFFORT.

In the first flush of joy at ralising the possibility of such a life of victory, there is a tendency to attempt
to hug our possessiento make a continuous and conscious effort to cling to it. A feeling that if we do
not strenuously concentrate our thoughts upon the indwelling Christshmall lose Him. Perhaps this
comes from regarding the Victorious Life as a blessihg possession we can forfeit or lose. Satan
always tries to get us to regard it as such. It may slip from our grasp. No. It is a Person, not a “thing.” It
is the Lord Jessl Christ Himself, Who comes not so much for us to possess Him, but that He may
possess usHe cannot slip from our grasp. He holds us. He has promised, “l will never leave thee nor
forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5)That is why the writer likes to dwell upame abiding Christ rather than

the “fullness of the Spirit.”

Once it was the blessing,

Now it is the Lord;

Once it was the feeling,

Now it is His Word.

Once His gifts | wanted.

Now the Giver own;

Once | sought for healing,

Now Himself alone.

He keeps s—it is not we who keep Him, and “He is able to keep.” Of course, we must allow the Lord
Jesus to be “the home of our thoughts.” But “looking unto Jesus” in faith and love does not mean
strenuous effort to retain Him a willing guest. Our “look” of faith imot with strained eyes, but with a
restful gaze.

IN THE PLACE OF SAFETY

“Abide in Me,” says our Lord. Just rest peacefully in Him so far as your life of victory is concerned. At
every alarm, at every approach of temptation, just “hide in Him,” the RockgHs, just as the coney
takes cover in his rock of defence. “Consider the lilies of the field, how they gromdt by selfeffort,
toiling or striving. They just abide in the sunshine and drink in its life.

“Which of you by being anxious can add one cutithis stature?” asks our Lord in the Sermon on the
Mount. And in His mind was something more than physical stature.

It is not our faith but His faithfulness that maintains the Victorious Life. “Trust in the Lord,” and then
“do good; so shalt thou dwelhithe land and verily thou shalt be fed” (Psalm 37:3).
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We may remark in passing that even in our conflict with evil around us our trust must be entirely in Him,
and not in our own power and effort. How remarkably this is brought out in our Lord’s insénstp

His Apostles. “Behold, | send you forth as sheep amidst wolves,” says He. Now how does He proceed?
“Be ye therefore armed to the teeth?” NEVER. “Be ye therefore harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16).
Why? Because HE is our defence and our shield.

2. NO FREEDOM FROM TEMPTATION.

The Victorious Life is not an untempted life. Only ONE Man has ever lived an unbroken Victorious Life,
and that was our Lord Himself. And “He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.” The
sinless angelsvere tempted, and some fell. Adam and Eve in their sinless state were tempted, and also
fell. So let us not be surprised when the devil tempts us. He will do all in his power to drag us down,
because the Victorious Life is the only one that really couBteery child of God will be tempted, but we

can “count it all joy,” for we are told that the shield of faith is “able to quench ALL the fiery darts of the
evil one” (Ephesians 6:16).

A CONSTANT ATTITUDE OF FAITH
3. IF WE FALL.

There is always the psibility of sinning, and there is the provision for it. “’If the anointed priest shall

sin so as to bring guilt on the people, then let him offer for his sin...” (Leviticus 4:3). Doesn’t this prove
that sin is inevitable?” asked an inquirer, surely notef ship that sails is provided with a supply of
lifeboats, lest there should be a shipwreck or a collision.

This does not imply that it is the captain’s intention to wreck his ship; nor does it mean that therefore
every ship must be wrecked.

So, then, itis possible for both priest and people to sin.

The Victorious Life is secured by an act of faith: and it is only maintained by a constant attitude of faith.
Suppose, then, there is a momentary failure and we fall into some sin. What then? Why, Satan
immediately tries to follow up his victory by trying to persuade us that there is no such thing as the
Victorious Life; or that if there is, then we never had the blessing; or if we-haelll, it is gone forever:

we’ve lost it. And our fellowChristians who havaever seen the only way of victory will gladly back

him up in his assertions. Even devout and earnest believers will assure us that such teaching is a
dangerous heresy.

Do not listen either to Satan or them. We have seen that the Bible is full of Viawotiide teaching. This
“dangerous heresy” was taught by Christ, and shows itself again and again in St. Paul’s Epistles and
those of St. John.

Remember that God gave us the Victorious Life after many, many falldl He then withhold it forever
because bone more fall? Surely not!

SATAN’'S WHISPERINGS

But if Satan fails in dissuading you from again attempting to live a life of victory, he will try to delay
your recovery. He will whisper that after such a grievous failure you must lie low for a whilell itakwe

a long time for you to get back again into the life of victory; there must be an arduous climb, a tedious
and humbling process of recovery. What answer will you give him?

Now we have conclusively shown that no striving or struggling on our pditewer bring us victory in

the first place.

It must, therefore, be obvious that such effort and struggling will never reinstate us! If we fall into any
sin, our Saviour wishes us at once to turn to Him in faith for forgiveness.

Instant forgiveness and itent restoration. Even in the Old Testament dispensation this was so. “l have
sinned against the Lord,” said the penitent king David. “The Lord also hath put away thy sin,” replied the
prophet Nathan immediately r&Samuel 11, 12).

“If we confess our sinsHe is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness”(lStJohn 1:9). Your fall does not weaken Christ. “He is (still) able to keep.” HE has
not failed. Nor will He fail you. And once you are forgiven, turn yourubbts away from that sin and
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try never to think of it again. “One thing | do,” said Paul, “forgetting the things [he might well have said
“sins”] that are behind ... | press on toward the goal” (Philippians 3:13).

A HINDRANCE TO HOLINESS

This is not minimsing or undeirating the sin. No one has such a horror of sin as he who is living the
Victorious Life. Nor does it mean complacency under defeat.

But we feel strongly that the recollection of past sins is one of the greatest hindrances to present holiness
and usefulness. Such recollection weakens our confidence, prevents our usefulness, and reminds us of the
“pleasures of sin”: so there follow feeble witness, fruitless work, and fresh falling into sin.

Moreover, remorse, or agony of feeling, or sefndemmtion, cannot do ought to heal the wound. The
atoning blood of Christ is sufficient for thatn fact, so sufficient-if one may use such an expressien

that after the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost Christians are nowhere told to pray for the fagsveh

their sins. The command is simply to confess them to God, and their forgiveness is assured.

The reason is obvious. When the Holy Spirit of Christ dwells in the heart, sin is abhorrent, and a longing
for forgiveness always accompanies confession.

4. DO NOT PRESUME.

“The truth about the indwelling Christ, or rather the consciousness of His indwelling, gives you such
wonderful confidence,” said a venerable cleric to the writer, “that the danger is that you get TOO
confident.” We see his poinBut we cannot be too confident! What this man of God meant is this: There
is a danger of relying upon past victory to keep us safe in the pred¥atmay have-and Christ desires

us to have—a long period of unbroken victory.

But the longer the period, theafer and stronger we are apt to FEEL ourselves to be. Paul knew the
danger full well, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he faﬂ’O(arinthians 10:12). We

must bear in mind that OUR weakness is never made strong. “Our sufficiency isGuoxn” We are
NEVER sufficient of ourselves to account anything as from ourselv@qsqarinthians 3:5).

It is “All of Christ” and always of Christ.

“It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do” (Philippians 2:13s Mr. C. G. Trumbull puts it,

in his Perils of the Victorious Life

“Christ and Christ alone is our victory. Ten years of unbroken record does not add a particle to the
strength of our Lord Jesus Christ; it does not increase the sufficiency of His grace, for that sufficiency is
infinite. The assurance of our continuance in victory is not our good record, but the grace of our Lord.
Our continued record in victory adds nothing to our assurance of victory.”

THE NECESSITY OF OBEDIENCE

Moreover our victory for any length of time does not wen Satan. HE is just as powerful and active
and spiteful, and just waits his opportunity. And HIS opportunity is any a@warfidence or spiritual
pride in us.

5. DISOBEY NOT OUR LORD’'S COMMAND.

A radiantly happy couple wished to speak to me afirraddress on the indwelling Christ. “We have
known and experienced the truth of the Victorious Life for many months now,” said the husband, “and it
has completely revolutionised our lives. All this time we have been staying away from the Lord’s Table.
We never go to the Holy Communion now. But are we right in keeping awayWwhat is your REASON

for absenting yourselves?” | asked. “Because Paul tells us there is no further need of the Holy
Communion when once Christ has come to dwell in the heart,” wasashenishing reply. With much
curiosity the writer asked for the reference to such a command. And this was the answer: “Paul said, ‘As
oft as ye eat this bread and drink this cup ye proclaim the Lord’s dilatHe come’ (1StCorinthians
11:26). Well, nowthat he HAS come to abide IN us, we have refrained from partaking of the Holy
Communion.” That godly man and woman were delighted to learn that those words “Till He come”
evidently refer to the Second Coming of our Lord. Paul himself was then living a@aching the
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Victorious Life, but he still partook of the Holy Communion. “We ALL partake of the one bread,” says
he (1StCor.1O: 17). We must never disobey any command of our Lord.

Yet how gracious our Lord is! The dear people mentioned above were thdisappy and were bringing
forth “the fruit of the Spirit,” although they were disobeying God. They “did it ignorantly,” but not in
unbelief, and the Saviour graciously blessed them and in due time showed them the “better way.”

INDWELT BY THE HOLY TRINITY

The writer has met advanced Churchmen of the AnGbtholic school- holy and humble men of
God—who have been thrilled by talks on the Victorious Life, but who have expressed a fear that such
teaching would “do away with the need of the Sacrament.” Nohdear need ever disturb their minds.

This teaching is entirely Scriptural, as we have shown. Space forbids us to enter fully into the
relationship between the indwelling of Christ through the Holy Spirit and our Lord’s definite declaration,
“Except ye eathe flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, ye have not life in yourselves” (John
6:53).

Let us remind ourselves that all the Persons of the Trinity dwell inQistist said, “If a man love Me he

will keep My word: and My Father will lovéaim, and WE will come unto him, and make our abode with
him” (John 14:23). We know that the Holy Spirit dwells in us “that He may abide with you for ever”
(14:186).

It may be that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit “sanctify us wheslgul, body

and spirit.

But we do believe that no victory ever admits of disobedience to any of our Lord’s commands. And
when He says “Do this” we must obey. If we love Him we shall keep His commandments.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN: OTHER PERILS

SOME MORE OF THE PERILSTHAT BESET THE PATH
OF THE TRUE SEEKER AFTER HOLINESS
There are other perils in the path of holiness in addition to those already dealt with. Let us look at them.

WHERE MANY BLUNDER
6. DO NOT ASSUME INFALLIBILITY.

We can picture many of our readesmiling at such a ridiculous counseBut this is a real danger! There

is such a joy in unbroken communion with our Lord, and often such a consciousness of-ponuateour

power, but that of the indwelling Christthat there is a danger of our supposingtthve always know

God’s will in any matter-that we are always right.

The writer once had occasion to live with four consecrated men of-Ga@dl of them far more
experienced in holy living than himself. One of them was, indeed, deeply taught of God andoused
spend long hours in prayer. But in our deliberations he always quietly assumed that he had the mind of
Christ, and that any proposal which conflicted with his ideas must necessarily be wrong; and this, even if
four of us felt led another way to thatggested by him. Not infrequently, subsequent event showed that
we were right and he was wrong.

One morning our leader quietly and kindly remarked, “My dear some of us think that we also are led

to God.” Do not misunderstand me. The reference hemeoisto an obstinate, dogmatic, sedpinionated

man who wished to have his own way. Our friend in question was holy, humble, and unselfish to a
degree-- but was “infallible.” He always assumed that he was absolutely guided by God in all his
proposals. Th best of us is not a little deaf spiritually, and we do not always catch God’s message; just
as a deaf person does not always catch the right message through a telefih@me.must be a perfect
“doing of God’s will” before there is a perfect “knowing tife doctrine” (John 7:17).

Let us recognise that we are fallible. We may be mistaken. This does not mean that the majority is
always right. Ten men once said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than
we.” While only two menurged, “Let us go up at once and possess it: for we are well able to overcome
it” (Numbers 13:30). The people sided with the ten and years of misery and rebellion ensued, because the
two were right and had the mind of God.
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THE WORLD AND ITS CLAIMS
7. DO NOT IGNORE THIS WORLD.

A consecrated man of God lives in a house called “Torthorwold.” His neighbour’s say that is what he
lives for: “T’other world.” But all who know him are aware that he leads a most strenuous life trying to
make this world and its inhatants better. We live in two worlds at the same time and have a duty to
each.

“Do you think it is wrong of me to play marbles with my little boy of four?” asked a whéiged saintly
father. We wonder what answer our readers would give?

How it would delight the heart of Satan if he could persuade all wholly sanctified people that all
pleasures were sinfull Dear man of God, by all means play marblegou are not tempted to cheat!

We are living not only a spiritual life, but a bodily life, and whetherlike it or not, a very large part of

our time and interests is taken up with things which concern the body. Moreover, we are placed in
communities. God never meant man to live alone. God made two statements about the first man, Adam,
right at the beginnin@f his existence.

The first was that he was “very good.” The next remark was this, “it is not good that the man should be
alone” (Genesis 2:18). Every man is born into a familgvery man has his human relationships. Each of

us is to show love to all memll the little social amenities of life are points of contact with those around
us. Love manifests itself in deeds, and we must be human as well as “divine.” We can only show our
love to God by deeds of love to our fellowen. By all means romp with thetlie ones and play with the

big ones!
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Men living the Victorious Life are the happiest and “humanest” of people, overflowing with the joy of
the Lord— bubbling over with innocent fun and mirth. We are here to make this world a happied.worl
“The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). We are to “rejoice evermore,” and that means
we are to begin now, here on earth.

A mother sat searching her Bible, trying to probe the secrets of a life of holiness. She spent so much time
seekingspiritual help that the duties of her household became irksome and were either hurried through or
neglected. The “homeliness” of the home was gone. One day, as she was deep in study, her little girl
toddled up to her side with a broken doll. “Mummy, pleasend dolly for me.” With an impatient
gesture, the mother brushed the little one asitléve more important things to do than trouble about
dolly!” The little one turned sadly away, and the mother continued her search for holiness.

But the search was fauitless one, and the mother closed her book with a sigh, and sought the little child.
She was lying on the hearthrug clutching her darling doll, and with the tears still wet on her pretty face.
The mother’s heart was smitten. God spoke to her then aecetirenderly stooping over the little one,

she woke her with her kisses. Then taking her into her arms, she breathed a prayer to God for
forgiveness. She saw that holiness could not thrive on neglected duties. Her devotion to her Lord was
henceforth seein her care of the household, and shone out even in mending broken toys! Home became
home again. And the very page of Scripture was lighted up with a fresh glory.

Yes, and victory shone in the mother’s radiant face.
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We believe thathe Lord Jesus, Who watched the children at their play, and the fishermen and farmers at
their work, Who worked Himself and yet made time to be present at a wedding feast, wishes us to take a
real and lively interest in all the concerns of kfeour own andthose of our friends. He has given us a
capacity for pleasure, and He longs to see us enjoy His gift of life.

He has given us a physical frame which needs food, and work, exercise, and relaxation. He wishes us to
enjoy our meals, our work, and our recreti The marvellous realm of nature, the wonderful infinitude

of space peopled with suns, the cadence of music and the colour of sky and sea and landscape are for our
enjoyment.
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The writer met a godly major on a voyage talia. He had been converted from a life of dissolution, and
was now ever engrossed in his Bible. He avoided every kind of amusemergn deck quoits. Writing

to me from a public school in England, a son of the dear major said, “I AM SO glad you have met my
father. Do try to convert him to the Church of England, his religion makes him so miserable.”

No wonder the higbspirited lad found little happiness in his father’'s company, and was a little shy of
“religion.”

GOD’S religion never yet made a man miserablNedr does the Lord Jesus delight in misery! Did not the
Saviour say, “These things have | spoken unto you that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full”? (John 15:11)There is a RIGHT way of “making the most of both worlds.”
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It often happens that when a believer enters upon a life of victory over voluntary sin that he experiences a
joy, and an ecstasy and a thrill which make him feel as if he were treading on air. But thisakvags

the case, and we must not suppose that an absence of thrills is a proof that Christ has not come in His
fullness.

God wants us to trust Him and His Word, and not to rely upon feelings. He would save us from the peril
of testing our victory, or tasng His indwelling, by any preconceived notions of ours as to HOW His
presence shall be felt or manifested. Think less of the victory, less of the blessing, and more of the
Blesser.

You remember Spurgeon’s apt remark, which is worth repeating just héteoked at Jesus, and the

dove of peace flew into my heart. | looked at the dove of peace, and she flew away.”

Do not then be examining or testing your victory. Maintain a simple and constant trust in -Gt

cannot fail.

It is really better to enter to the Victorious Life by simple faith unaccompanied by ecstasy or thrill.

For when the thrill subsides, and life seems humdrum and commonplace, we may be tempted to think
that the victory has vanished with the thrill! Faetfaith—feeling: that is the orde

9. DO NOT BE SURPRISED IF OTHERS FAIL TO SEE OUR VICTORY.

Only One Man ever lived a sinless lifea really Victorious Life all through-and that is the Man Christ
Jesus. But the leaders of religion in His days on earth were so blinded that tHeg fa see the
Victorious Life in Him. They called Him a “windibber.”
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“We know that this man is a sinner,” said they of Christ. So we must not be surprised if men fail to
recognise the Victorious Life in us.

We must be very humble, and when others thtwes or oppose us, and deny our sincerity or orthodoxy,
no spirit of unrlove or root of bitterness must come in; no holteanthou feeling must be entertained for

a moment or our victory is broken.

We are certain to be misunderstood, and our greategormgnts will be not the world, but the Church!

The devil has sown tares in the field of the Church, and only God Himself knows what is tares and what
is wheat. It is from these the children of the wicked one in the Churelthat the greatest opposition is

to be expected. [Our Lord never calls mere unbelievers “children of the devil,” but only “religious”
unbelievers (see Matthew 13:25,38; 23:15; John 843B. It is an awful thought, but must be noted.]
The servant is not greater than his Lord. If Christeiwed opposition from “religious” people, so shall
we.

But every such act of opposition is an opportunity for us to show, not by our lip, but by our life, the
Christlife; to prove that there IS victory through the Lord Jesus Christ.

And even if some oppse and criticise and condemn, many around us, seeing our victory through Christ,
will be glad thereof and rejoice; because they will see the mighty power ofGoidjhty to the
overthrowing of strongholds.
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May we remind our readers of a very simple fact, and yet one so often forgotten. It is this: The only time
you can live the Victorious Life is Now.

The only way to have Victory through Christ is to get it Newat this very moment. This life is not
merely onefor emergencies. So many dear people are waiting for future opportunities to manifest the
indwelling Christ.

They wait for a prayer meeting, or an opair, or for a conversation with another congenial spirit.

But Now is the only moment of victory.

God is Light as well as Love. And our Lord said, “LET your light shire’not MAKE it shine as
occasion arisesLET IT shine always, everywhere.

When you spring out of bed each day and say joyously to yourself and your God, “To me to live is
Christ,” make up yar mind to manifest something of the glory of Christ to everyone you meet that day.
Keep a watch over yourself.

Let the people in the home see the lighthe victory. Let your fellowworkers in the office or yard, in

the shop or the ship, the factory or thehool, see that Christ is dwelling in your heart. Why should not
the tradesman, the postmen, the Imonductors detect your secret? Be epistles of Christ, “known and
read of all men” (B_dCorinthians 3:2).

A dear friend of the writer's-a cultured man broght literally to the gutter through drirkwas
converted at a tramps’ mission. The day following, he boarded a tram. The conductor was mystified, for
the passenger’s clothes told of beggary, while his face reflected heaven! “Why, mate,” he exclaimed,
“you look as if someone’s died and left you a fortune!” “You are right there,” came the quick reply.
“Jesus Christ has died for me and has given me His riches in glory.” “Well, he might dress you better,”
was the sneerand HE DID.

Shall not even strangers betraicted by our joy?
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But do not wait for the future. Let victory be yours NOW.

Just live in such communion with Christ that He can always show forth His glory through you.

“Unto me was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentih@sunsearchable riches of Christ, to make
ALL MEN see what is the mystery which from all ages hath been hid in Godhat NOW might be
made known through the Church [i.e., through you and me] the manifold wisdom of God” (Ephesians
3:9-10).
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Yes—and His wondrous life and ineffable glory.
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The most extraordinary thing about the Victorious Life is that althougé $b clearly taught in Scripture,

yet it is so frequently unrecognised by Bible studenkany who have a thorough knowledge of their
Bibles know nothing of this truth experimentallyLhe writer himself had been a careful student of the
Scriptures formany years before the glory of this life lighted up his soul. Again and again clergy have
confessed, “We do not preach this truth because we do not know it experimentally.”

How is it that we are so slow of heart to understand? Probably the best way tloepcase is to describe

at some length the inner experiences of two men who had long been devoted to the service of God.
Hudson Taylor, then a missionary in China, was one of these men. He has left in a letter to his sister a
record of his search for holeass and his total inability to see how to get it, although the way lies so
clearly on the page of Scripture. This is his confession:
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“l prayed, fasted, agonised, strove, made resolutions, read the Bible more diligently, soughtime

for retirement and meditatioarbut all without effect. Every day almost every hourthe
consciousness of sin oppressed me. Then came the question: ‘Is there no rescue? Must it be this to the
end—constant conflict, and instead of Victory, too ofteafelat?’ | hated myself, | hated my sin, and yet |
gained no strength against it.felt | was a child of God, but how to rise to my privileges as a child | was
utterly powerless to see. | thought that holiness, practical holiness, was to be graduailhgctivy a
diligent use of the means of grace. | felt there was nothing | so much desired in the world, nothing | so
much needed. When my agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a latter was used to remove the
scales from my eyes, and the Spirit obdsrevealed the truth of our oneness with Jesus.”

What was this letter? What was the sentence? The letter runs: “By faith a channel is formed by which
Christ’s fullness plenteously flows down. The barren branch becomes a portion of the fruitful stem. He is
most holy who has most of Christ within. It is defective faith, which clogs the feet and causes many a
fall. Abiding— not struggling or striving: looking off to Him; trusting Him for present power; trusting
Him to subdue all inward corruption; resting ihet conscious joy of a complete salvation; a salvation
from all sin: willing that He should be truly supreme. That is NOT NEW, YET IT IS NEW TO ME. |
seem to have got to the edge only, but to the edge of a sea that is boundless. Christ literally ALL seems
to me now the powerthe only powe+for service; the only ground for unchanging joy. Now, then, is

this faith increased?0nly by thinking of all that JESUS is and all that He is for us: His life, His death,
His work, HIMSELF, as revealed to us in His Wordb, be the subject of our constant thoughitat a

striving to have faithor to increase our faithhut a looking off to theFAITHFUL ONE seems all we
need—a resting in the Loved One entirely for time and eternity. IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO ME
ANYTHING NEW—only formerly misapprehended.”
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That was the letter, and the sentence which arrested Hudson Taylor’s attention was the +fasNoha
striving to have faith, but a looking off to the Faithful One seems all we need.”
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We have quoted thesletters at length, partly because they sum up all we have been trying to teach in
these pages; but chiefly because both these men of God confess that such teaching is NOT NEW, yet
both have failed to apprehend it, although they were simply yearning fiée af Victory.

As the writer looks back on his past life, nothing so surprises him as the fact that he failed to see, or
grasp, or apprehend this Victorious Life teaching, although it is not new, although it is so plainly taught
in Scripture.

Why is this? Why do so many devout scholars fail to claim, or even seek, a life of Victory? We cannot
help feeling that it is because many read the Bible criticalljes, and devoutly and reverentlybut
without really claiming the illumination of the Holy SpiritMany scholars will indignantly deny this.

But we feel that it is so. We do not accuse anyone of deliberately rejecting the help of the Holy-Spirit
but of deceiving themselves, or at least of being deceived.

Even the saintly Bishop Moule confessed that altflo he was Principal of a Theological College, he not
only failed to grasp the meaning of this teaching, but was confident that it was wrangcripturai—

until the light dawned. Many of our readers will remember how Bishop Moule came to see these truths
when on a visit to Scotland. And all the world knows how full of it his books are.
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The writer would like to suggest the following as an explanation of some of our blindness. Paul says,
“The letter kills: it is the Spirit that givethife” (2_Corinthians 3:6). Unless then the Holy Spirit
illuminates the Word, it is not lifgiving and no Victorious Life can result.

Our Lord once said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God” (Matthew4:4). Not by every word that proceeded. The word is in the present tense,
“proceeds.” Now the word is always proceeding. That is to say, the Holy Spirit takes the “letter that
kills” and brings it home with power and life to the hearts of those who rpbnuHim to do so.

The disciples had heard many things they could not understdradd sayings-but Christ said, “When

He, the Spirit of truth is come, He shall guide you into all the truth; for He shall not speak from Himself,
but what things soever He shdlear, these shall He speak” (John 16:13).

Now we live by the same written word which the Lord IS SPEAKING to us through the Holy Spirit

the word which, through the Spirit, is still “proceeding” out of the mouth of God.

The Holy Spirit is called in thé&icene Creed “The Lord and Giver of Life.” it is He Who gives us the
Victorious Life. But He does it by revealing to us the WORD OF GOmot only the meaning of the
written word, but by giving us the indwelling ChristThe “Word.” Christ is born in us, as were, and

lives in us “by the operation of the Holy Spirit.”

One is often asked the question: “Is the Victorious Life the same thing as the fullness of the Holy Spirit?”
Well, what is the work of the Holy Spirit? He comes in all His fullness not to sfeakimself, but to
reveal the Lord Jesus Christ, and to lead us into all truth. “He shall glorify Me,” says Christ, “for He shall
take of Mine and shall declare it unto you.”
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“There is nothing new in all this!” is the impatient, weallgh querulous comment so often made
concerning this teaching. But the very tone of voice betrays an unwillingness to attempt to really
assimilate this ancient teaching.

The real trouble is that so many people who deplore higher criticism, themselves éndulghat we
venture to call Highest criticism. They must acknowledge that this Victorious Life is scriptural, but they
openly declare that it is impossible. They do not deny the truth of the Word of God, but they tacitly
believe that it is unworkable. Idur faith were but more simpleéQh, if we could only just take Christ at

His word! If we only had a simple childlike faith in God!
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Let us explain what we mean by highest criticism. We mean absolutely refusing to believe that it is
possible to obey all God’s commands. Now the joy which is inseparable from the Victorious Life is from
just taking God at His word.

Take such a define command as Philippians 4:6, “In nothing be anxious.” Do we obey it? Do we
believe it is God’s will that we should never have an anxious thought? Many Christian people must sadly
confess that their experience is that they are anxious about everythirgwTiber a few years back
consulted an eminent physician, who expressed an opt#wnongly, as events provedthat the heart

was overstrained and that a long rest was imperative. Anxiety was clearly noted by the doctor, for he
said, “May | make a remark alb you clergy? Many people consult me, but | find that you leaders of
religion are JUST AS ANXIOUS about your bodies as men who profess no religion at all.” What a
rebuke! The writer stood condemnednd felt condemned; but his anxiety still remained! Wi8jithply
because he did not know the secret of the indwelling Christ.
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He was not acting up to what he professed to believe. He had often quoted to others tygévémod
command, “Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sustain THE&I(P55:22). “Casting ALL

your ANXIETY upon Him, for He cares for you” (1_Peter 5:7). Yet here he was, anxious and troubled
over his physical condition, when God’s very plain and definite command is “In nothing be anxious.”
There was clearly something wmg with the spiritual life. What was itNot blind unbelief, but blank
unbelief! “We may be quite sure of three things,” says Francis Ridley Havergdtst, that whatever

our Lord commands us, He really means us to do.

“Secondly, that whatever He commas us is ‘for our good always.’

“And thirdly, that whatever He commands, He is able and willing to enable us to do, for ‘all God’s
biddings are enablings."”

Now is there any reason for the slightest anxiety in one wholly surrendered to God? Dare weelher d
His love or His ability to provide for us? Why, if a believer only obeys this one command of God, “In
nothing be anxious,” he finds heaven begun on earth below. But it is impossible for ME to keep that
command.

So Christ just comes to dwell in my heéato live His life in me, and to do what | myself cannot do.

Said the sparrow to the robin:

", VKRXOG UHDOO\ OLNH WR NQRZ
'K\ WKHVH DQ[LRXV KXPDQ EHLQJV
5XVK DERXW DQG ZRUU\ VR °

Said the robin to the sparrow:

JULHQG , WKLQN WKDW LW PXVW EH
7KDW WDKYHH\ @R +HDYHQO\ )DWKHU
6XFK DV FDUHV IRU \RX DQG PH °

Now we do know our Heavenly Father, Who gave us His own SON. “Shall He not also with Him freely
give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). Then why be anxious?

If you really desire the Victorious Life, you mt“Cast—‘roll off’ the word means—all your anxiety
upon Him.” For if you keep any of your worry, there is something wrong with your spiritual life and you
cannot enjoy the life more abundant; for you fail to trust God.

Now Christ, living in you, can alomgive you miraculous power to obey His command, “In nothing be
anxious.”
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We were speaking a little time back about the possibility of freedom from sinning. There are two very
definite statements in Scripture, which show that Ghidns need not commit known sin®ne is in
Ephesians 6:16, “Taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
evil one.” The other is this: “God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted above thateve a
able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endurd it” (1
Corinthians 10:13).

These are really very wonderful statements. What a glorious possibility is here held out to us! For this
includes the great rootirs of unbelief. Every sorrow comes through sihevery worry comes through

sin. And there is a possible Victory over every sin through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The question is, do we believe God’s Word or do we not? The usuangidown experience of the
Christian is not God’s plan for him. If we really believe that the indwelling Christ can do this thing for
us, then let us trust Him to do it.

There is another comforting FACT given in the Bible. God says, “My grace is sufficient for ycpg" (2
Corinthians 129). This is not a promise; it is a FAG¥an unchangeable, unmoving facthe writer

made this remark at a meeting, and a lady came up to him immediately afterwards and said, “But you left
out the condition.” “What condition?” “Why, there must be faith Here God’s grace can be sufficient,”

said she. But, dear reader, whether you have faith or whether you have not, does not and cannot alter a
FACT! “God’s grace is sufficient for you,” whether you believe it or ndthere was always “bread
enough and to sgre” in the Father’'s house, even when the prodigal was in a far country desiring to be
fed upon the husks the swine did eat! Always enough and to spare: he had only to go and share it.

God’s grace is always sufficient. God Himself has declared it to beV8ben sudden temptation comes
upon you unawares, do you stop to pray for deliverance frewmoit do you look to Christ for victory

over it? Someone has said, “When tempted, do not begin to ask ‘HOW can | get out of it?’, but ‘WHAT
can | get out of it?"“The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and
YOUR THOUGHTS in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7 RV). The Lord Jesus is dwelling in the heart to
banish even the thought of evil before it can become sin.

If you are troubled withevil thoughts, claim this promisethat the indwelling Christ can indeed guard

our “thoughts.”

It was this verse, “My grace is sufficient for you,” which led that veteran Christian warrior, Ph&bb-
Peploe, into the Victorious Life. After the crushingrsow of losing a beloved child, he tried to prepare a
sermon with this as his text. But he could not “cast his burden upon the Lord.” Rising to his feet he cried
out to God in his agony, “Oh, God, it is not true. | do not find Thy Grace sufficient fomntkeis heavy
sorrow that has befallen me. But, oh, MAKE it sufficient.”
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Falling on his knees, he repeated this prayer. Then through his tears he saw over the mantelpiece an
illuminated textacard, “My grace is sufficient.” In a flashehsaw his mistake! “What a fool | am,” he
cried. “How dare | ask God to MAKE what is! | will get up and trust Him.” And he did trust Him. We all
know what the entrance into the Victorious Life meant for W-##ploe, and through him, for the whole
world! Soalso Paul, who knew that God’s grace was sufficient, could promise this: “My God shall fulfil
every need of yours according to HIS RICHES IN GLORY (what a treasury!) IN CHRIST JESUS (what
a Saviour!)” (Philippians 4:19).

Fellow-Christian, can you conceivany greater promise?

All my need shall be supplied,

All | want in Thee | find.

This supply is moment by momentThe manna just fell day by day. As one dear saint has said, “God
gave me a great fortureplaced thousands and millions to my credit. But gave a chequéook with

this one condition, ‘You never can draw more than you need at the time.””

We have to learn to take from Him our spiritual life every second.

Just one other commandas binding as “thou shalt not steal.” It is this. “Rejoice in the Lbidave you
thought out what these words mean? It is not a call to rejoice in our oneness with Him; or in the means of
grace given us; or His work in us; or in our fellowship with Him. We are not bidden so much to rejoice in
what He is to us, or what He 8orking in us, but just to rejoice in HIM in HIM HIMSEL-+to rejoice

in what He is and has in Himself.
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Do you not see what a wonderful cause of rejoicing this is? If our joy consists in His giving us victory
over sin, our joy goes if we are overtaken iffiaalt. If our joy rests upon His work in and through us, we
may not always be conscious of just what He is accomplishing, and we may be exalted or cast down
unduly.

But if our joy is in HIM and what HE is, that cannot change or fluctuate, and we can salalayund in

joy. Rejoice in the Lord: “Jesus Christ, Whom having not seen ye love; in Whom, though now ye see
Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1_Peter 1:8); “He that
glories let him glory in the Lord” (1_@rinthians 1:31); “O magnify the LORD with me!” Think often of
Him. Let His wondrous glory be the theme of your thoughts and your songs. Ever recollect that it is
HE—This glorious One-Who dwells in your heart by faith. And if He is supreme, then you can da

live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me,” and joyfully add, TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST.
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There is onlyone thing now to be considered, and that is the sort of life God expects His children to live.
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Before we look at that ideata POSSIBLE ideal-we must just give a glance at the wonderful object
lesson given us in the redemption of God’sople, Israel. Paul tells us that the experiences of the
children of Israel, in their deliverance from Egypt and their journey to the Promised Land, and are
“examples,” or types, and that they are written for our admonition (1_Corinthians 10:11). Thaylast
instruction. God means us to study the failures and failings of His chosen people, and to take warning
lest we also suffer for having an evil heart of unbelief.

Egypt is a type of the worle-

Sin. Canaan, the land of promise, is a type of Sanctiifdca—the Victorious Life here below.

No Egyptian taskmaster was ever more merciless and cruel than sin is. The Israelites could not save
themselves. The more they struggled to get free, the harder their burdens became. So likewise the sinner
cannot save mself. His struggles and efforts avail nothing. Salvation is all of grace.

Then came God’s deliverance through the shedding of blood. That Passover Lamb was a type of Christ.
“Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” (1_Corinthians 5:7). The lamb was aled the blood shed.

That was substitution. “That lamb dies instead of me,” a Jew might have truly said.

Yet that blood SHED saved no ond.o effect salvation, it must be sprinkled upon the dposts and

upon the lintel. That is to say, there must beiadividual claiming and acceptance of that substitutionary
sacrifice. Only the blood SPRINKLED saved anyon&hrist died for the ungodly.” But if | am not to

die for my sins, | must accept Christ’s death in my stead. “As many as received Him, to gvenHg

the right to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).

THE RED SEA.—Then came that miraculous passage through the Red Sea, which Paul likens unto
baptism. “Our fathers were baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea” (1_Corinthians 10:2),
althoughneither the waters of the sea nor the cloud touched them, and not until the passage of the Jordan
did they become fully sanctified.

What did the Red Sea accomplish for the Israelites? Before they crossed it they were redeemed by the
shed blood appropriatedut were still living and moving amongst their foes.

7:-2%$63(&76 2) &+5,676 " ($7+

41



They were subjected to a merciless pursuit and a determined attempt to drag them back into bondage.
When once they had passed through the sea, however, they were deliv@medll dominion, all control

of their foes. They never again had trouble from them or conflict with them. Their oppressors lay DEAD
on the seashore.

What does this mean for usRemember that there are two aspects of Christ’s death. He died for ®ur sin

He died for us—substitution. But then Paul tells us that we are also to die with Him. “I have been
crucified WITH CHRIST” (Galatians 2:20); “Reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin” (Romans
6:11). The Israelites in bondage were delivered bykled shed and sprinkled. But they are pursued by
certain of their foes. These foes are slain at the Red Sea, but they themselves escape and are free. Egypt
stands for the world of sin. Christ found us in “Egypt,” and by His death in our stead deliverfednus

the penalty of sin. But even after our conversion some of these sins followed us and harassed us
temper, pride, jealousy, lust, worry, avarie€ausing discomfiture and misery, and occasionally
temporary defeat. Where is there any escape, any reddnyie Only through the Red Seabaptism, or

what baptism implies; i.e., a death to sin and a rising again to righteousiiésd.is a crucifixion with

Christ, so as to be able to “reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin.”
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The Egypians were seen DEAD upon the seashore. An Israelite might have gone back and have
recognised his old taskmaster lying there. “There he is DEAD: he will never trouble me any more.”
Another might have said, “Yes, and there is my taskmaster; no more wdppeess me!”

Now it is just as true that when we enter into death with Christ we are dead to sin. We can, indeed,
reckon ourselves “dead indeed unto sin” (Romans 6:11p temper, pride, jealousy, avarice, lust.
Hitherto such sins have been our taskmeste

But notice that Paul does not say, “Sin is dead unto you.” Those pursuing Egyptians were slain, but
Egypt—sin -- as a nation was still in evidencéMy personal sins | may count as ‘slain’ but SIN back of
them all is very much alive,” says one.

The reason why many Christians are constantly falling into sin is because they try to obey onthaléne

of Paul’s injunctions. “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin,” says
St. Paul. Many attempt to act up to thaut he ato says, “but yield yourselves unto God, as those alive
from the dead” (Romans 6:13). That was what Christ’s death meant to our Lord Himself. He submitted
His will absolutely unto God.“Lo, | come to do Thy will” (Hebrews 10:9), “l do always those things
that please Him,” said our Lord (John 8:29).

When, and so long as there is the unconditional surrender of my life to God, then “sin has NO dominion
over me” (Romans 6:14).
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The Passover means deliverance from the PENALTY of SIN.

The Pa&sthrough (the Red Sea) means deliverance from the POWER of sin.

But even in the wilderness those children of God needed to learn that in God and in Him alone they had
ALWAYS ALL sufficiency in ALL things (TdCorinthians 9:8).
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After the chidren of Israel were delivered from both the bondage and power of the Egyptians, they
arrive— thirsty and weary-at Marah, the bitter waters. These are at once made sweet by the WOOD
thrown in. So it is still: the WOODB-the Cross—that is, the CHRIST of theross—takes the bitterness

out of everything that would be otherwise galling.

But these pilgrims go on from strength to strength. From the bitter waters of Mattadt need to be
sweetened-they pass on to the sweet and plenteous waters of Elim, and themtbattmiraculous water
which flowed out of the Rock and “that rock was Christ” (SiCorinthians 10:4); and that water a type of
the Blessed Spirit.
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And food was provided as well as drink. Manrréread from heaven. Again we are taken to the cross.
For Christ is our Bread from heavenHis Body broken on the cross is indeed the “bread of God... which
cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto the world” (John 6:33).

So those pilgrims were led and fed entirely by God. The watartype of the Holy Spir#did not GIVE

life; it only sustained it. The Mannaa type of the “Bread of life=did not GIVE life, it only
maintained it. The Holy Spirit, however, is “the Lord and GIVER of life.” Jesus Christ is the Bread of
Life—Who GIVES life, as well as sustains it.

Yet with all their manifold privileges and blessings, the children of Israel “provoked God in the
wilderness.” Think of it! They were miraculously delivered; miraculously led; miraculously fed;
miraculously preserved from sicknesdor “there was not one feble person amongst their tribes”
(Psalm 105:37). Yet there were murmurings and disobedience. Their lives were not full of joy and
victory.
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But THAT was God’s ideal for them, an ideal only possilmethe Promised Land
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So they came to KadesBarnea— and there lay the land of promise before them; typical of the
Victorious Life which we have outlined before the eyes of our readers.

As we read the story we expect to learn they rushed forward with joy in their hamadtsongs on their

lips— vying with each other as to who should be the first to enter in. Moses called the people together.
“Ye are come to the mountain which the Lord our God doth GIVE unto us. Behold the Lord thy God
hath set the land before you; go apd possess it, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto you; fear
not, neither be discouraged” (Deuteronomy 1:20,21). Then the amazing thing happened: the people
refused to go! “Let us first send men before us and they shall search out the lantithewi

And Moses assented. Those people COULD NOT TRUST GOD. We all know the result. The spies
return with a wonderful story and wonderful fruit. Two of their numbdahe two surely who carried that
bunch of grapes? Said, “Let us go up AT ONCE and possei$, for we are well able to overcome it.”

But the other ten cried, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we!
(Numbers 13:31). Again the faithful two spoke uplf the Lord delight in us then HE will bring us into

the land and GIVE IT TO us. Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land;
for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them; and the Lord is with us: fear them not.”
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But the people sided witbhe ten and refused to obey the living God: refused to enter the land to which
GOD had led them, and which GOD had promised to GIVE them. And God never gave them another
chance. Not one of those people over twenty years of age, except Joshua and Catedgvevthe land
again.

Now what does it all mean? For them it was a time of crisis. Behind them was Egypt that gave them
garlic, and leeks, and oniorsand bondage.Before them was the Promised Land with milk and honey
and luscious fruitssand FREEDOM. Whibt shall they choose? Thank God, they did not go back to
Egypt (sin)! But, alas! They refused to enter the land of promise, where there was rest and communion
with God. So they wandered for forty years in the wilderness, amid snares and noisome pestilende’s

the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

What is there of “example” in all this? The Promised Land is the Victorious Life. We have tried in these
articles to lead our readers right up to its borders, and we have “looked in.” Have we entered in® This
God’s will for everyone who trusts Him as Saviour. He wishes us to enter now, and to abide there
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forever. The difficulties of such a life, free from known sin, seem gigantic and insuperable. They are like
the people occupying Canaan, “Nations greated amghtier than thyself” (Deuteronomy 9:1).

We believe that God’s command to us is, “Go up and possess it: fear not, neither be discouraged”
(Deuteronomy 1:21).Many believers declare the Victorious Life to be impossible: to be beyond them.
“We are unableto enter in,” they cry. Now God calls us to live this life in His STRENGTH, and not in
our own. “If the Lord delight in us then will He bring us into the land.” It means an absolute surrender of
all we have and are, and a simple faith in Christ’s abildydo all He has promised. Our Lord bids us go

in and possess it. For, remember that “God’s omnipotence is at our disposal for KEEPING as well as for
service.”
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The life of most Christians is simply a wilderness experience, whscfati removed from the rest and joy
of the Promised Land.

The wilderness experience means:

RESTLESSNESS.

1R VHWW GHGRKRPIEQAMEH QR SRVVHVVLRQV $W DQ\ PRPHQW
RQ VKRXOG WKH FORXG OLIW IURP R I IVWHKQHN VDEDEH R)XQDPRXA
DJDLQVW *RG DQG +LV SURYLGHQWLDO GHDOLQJV ZLWK
ZKRP *RG KDV FKRVHQ PXUPXULQJV DJDLQVW RXU ORW Z
ZLOGHUQHVV ZDQGHULQJY DUH UHDOO\ UHEHODOVYRIQVDJPXQ"
PHDQV VRPHWLPHV D ORQJLGDVOR IEHHRE /EN) LRQAG\SWPHWLP
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IT MEANS FRUITLESSNESS.

The children of Israel fought in the wilderness, but they gained nothing by their fighting except the right
to go on their wg unhindered. They gained no possessions. That is the ordinary life of every Christian
who has not claimed the Victorious Life. It is a life made up of “not doing things.” He does not dance, or
play cards, or attend theatres; he, perhaps, does not evek airismoke. But his Christian life consists of
not doing wrongful or harmful things. The FRUIT of the Promised Latibe fruit of the Spirit-- is not
there: love, joy, peace. There is no growth in grace, and Httieany— “fruit” in service. What
SEEMING results there are do not last.

In the main, it is only of the one living the Victorious Life in whom Christ’'s desire is fulfihabat His

“fruit should abide” (John 15:16). Many Christians have renounced the pleasures-eflsun not sin
itself. They hae not entered the Promised Land where true joy is found. This alone is lamentable. But
the saddest part of their failure is this:
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Joshua and Caleb had a right to enter in. So had Moses. Yet the two were shut out for forty years because
of the unwillingness of others to enter in! And Moses soon forfeited the right to enter in at all!

Oh, that Joshua and Caleb had refused to go with the majority! Had they but boldly marehélteiyn

two only—we believe that God would have honoured theiitHaand have conquered their foes before
them. Yes, and thousands would have followed in their steps. GOD CAN DO SUCH THINGS.

Jonathan and his armodoearer knew that (1_Samuel 14:6). Moreover God offered to do it for Moses
alone. “Let me alone, that | ngadestroy them; and | will make of THEE a nation mightier and greater
than they” (Deuteronomy 9:14).
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God has promised some better thing for us than a wilderness life of failure and discontent and doubt. He
offers victory over known sin, and the enjoyment of wonderful communion with Him.

Our struggling and strivingannotgive us that which God only can give.

We may and should bring our sins the sins of Christian peegmer doubts, our fears, our anxieties, our
defeats, our weaknesses to Him, and trust the Lord Jesus to kill them; and then claim by faith Victory
through Chist.

Then we can confidently say, “l| now by faithkethe life of Victory, with all its rest and joy and
fruitfulness.

“If ye be WILLING and obedient ye shall eat the good of the land.”

Take another good look at that “land’that LIFE—if you still hold back.

IT IS A LIFE OF PERFECT REST.

“COME unto Me... | will give you rest.Take My yoke upon you and LEARN OF MEbe My
disciple—and ye shall find REST to your souls” (Matthew 11:28). All unrest dishonours Christ.

ITIS A LIFE OF PERFEQ PEACE.

"3HDFH , OHDYH ZLWK \RX O\ SHDFH , JLYH XQWR \RX?®
DQ\WKLQJ EXHWIBEDFHGHU RSSRVLWLRQ RSSUHVVLRQ
SHUSGH[VWAR GLVKRQRXU &KULVW DQG +LV :RUG
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IT IS A LIFE OF POWER. “Ye shall receive power” (Acts 1:8). If we do not POSSESS power, we are
dishonouring Christ. We are not waiting for God; GOD IS WAITING FOR US.

IT IS A FRUITFUL LIFE. “l can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me” (Philippian8}¥: A

life of failure is dishonouring to Christ.

ITIS ALIFE LIVED BY THE CHRIST DWELLING IN US and therefore a life of perfect JOY.

In the wilderness, God led His peoptedisobedient, rebellious, murmuring peoptdy a pillar of cloud

and fire.

No sooner had they entered the land of promise than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself appeared to Joshua,
not as one fighting for him, but as the Victorious Leader winning Victory so long as the people obeyed
Him.

“Are you for us or for our adversaries?” askshaoa.

“Neither, but as captain of the host of the Lord am | NOW come” (Joshua-54)3He was unable to
come before.He could not come in this manner so long as the people wandered in the wilderness.

So with us. Christ will guide us as with a cloud-evenwhen our lives are but a wilderness experience.
But when we are fully surrendered to Him, He fills our hearts with His presence and takes complete
control, and wins all our Victories for usHe, the captain of the host of the Lord.

Such a life is a Victodus Life— a life of constant miracle.

May every reader of these lines enter in and they to will get a vision of Christ Jesus, the Captain of the
host of the Lord. And the JOY OF THE LORD which He Himself brings shall be their strength.

O Spirit of God andlesus,

Blessed Trinity, come and possess

My body, my soul, and my spirit,

And fill me with Thy holiness.

Come in, come in, Holy Spirit,

Thy work of great blessings begin.

By faith | lay hold of Thy promise,

And claim complete victory o’er sin.

Suggested futher Reading:

The Saving Life of Christ. by Major lan Thomas Published by Zondervan.

The Normal Christian Life. by Watchman Nee. Published by Victory Press and others.
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